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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Twenty Percent Said Living Below Poverty Line 


94AF0135A Algiers EL WATAN in French 
25-26 Feb 94 p 7 


[Unatrributed article: “One Maghrebian Out of Five 
Lives in Poverty”’] 


[Text] Not everyone has benefited from the food policies 
established in the Maghreb 30 years ago. A sizable 
minority of the population sometimes goes hungry... 


Nearly one of five Maghrebians is living under the 
poverty line and suffering nutritional deficiencies. This 
is the situation for 20 percent of Algerians, 17 percent of 
Tunisians, and 30 percent of Moroccans, according to 
figures presented at a workshop held recently in Alexan- 
dria (Egypt) on food problems in the Maghreb region. 


“We are seeing an increasingly visible movement of the 
poor into urban milieus, a consequence of rural exodus 
by the most impoverished peasants,” reported Martine 
Padilla, economist at the Mediterranean Agronomy 
Institute (IMA), one of the workshop leaders. 


Although significant progress has been registered since 
the 1960’s, when an estimated two-thirds of all Tunisians 
were living under the poverty line, a sizable minority of 
these countries’ inhabitants still suffers from malnutri- 
tion. In Algeria, “15 percent of the women have a 
significant deficit in protein calories,” the economist 
said. 


This despite large annual appropriations to support 
national food policies (2.6 percent of GDP in Morocco 
and Algeria, and 3.5 percent in Tunisia). 


The food planning policies pursued over the last 30 years 
have raised the average standard of living: There has 
been a measurable increase in life expectancy, with most 
nutritional needs being met; but this progress has left 
behind a not insignificant minority of the population. 
Martine Padilla notes paradoxically that while “‘some 
people are suffering from deficiencies, others show signs 
of dietary excess. Many cases of obesity, especially 
among women, are found in Morocco and Tunisia.” 


Countrywide distribution of staple foods (cereals, vege- 
table oils, milk, and sugar in all three countries, plus eggs 
in Tunisia and coffee in Algeria) has also had the 
perverse effect of depressing local agricultural produc- 
tivity. Augmented consumption, fostered by easy access 
to products, has forced governments to allocate more 
and more foreign cxchange for food. 


Between 1970 and 1992, Algeria’s external food depen- 
dency increased fourfold. Currently, 80 percent of sta- 
ples consumed there are imported. In Tunisia, the 
imported share is 60 percent. Only Morocco, a tradi- 
tional exporter of agricultural products, has managed to 
keep food imports and exports in some kind of balance. 
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End of Subsidies 


Morocco has kept dependency down to 20 percent, but 
only by curtailing consumption of certain foods (e.g., 
milk, mutton) that are not produced locally in sufficient 
quantity. 


Declining export earnings (oil for Algeria and phos- 
phates for Morocco) exacerbated budgetary imbalances 
and increased indebtedness, leading governments to 
revise their food security policies. Especially after impo- 
sition of Structural Adjustment Programs by the IMF. 
Since the inauguration of these programs (1985-90), 
Tunisia and Morocco have initiated a truth in pricing 


policy. 


This year they must categorically eliminate all subsidies. 
Algeria, now in the midst of a debt renegotiation round, 
has already ended subsidies on all products except bread 
and semolina. 


The myth of food self-sufficiency has had its hour. Gone 
are the days when whole populations could be inundated 
with food staples made available at prices totally discon- 
nected from the market: Interventions today must be 
selective. 


“What governments need now is to identify the people 
who are being hit hardest by malnutrition, who present 
the risk of a social explosion,” says Martine Padilla. 
Already Morocco is getting aid from an American NGO 
[nongovernmental organization], Catholic Relief Ser- 
vices, which distributes food to the neediest, as well as 
generous alimentary assistance from the United States 
($15 million this year). In 1991 Algeria instituted a 
“social safety net” policy that affects half of its popula- 
tion but remains notoriously ineffective. 


In fact, it costs as much as countrywide subsidies while 
doing nothing to solve the country’s serious budgetary 
problem. For all these reasons, the Algerians would like 
to modify their strategy. 


There are also purely technical problems. What kind of 
targeting: by product, by geographic zone, by both 
together—or perhaps distribution of “food tickets” 
giving access to certain stores? 


Aid channeled to society’s neediest also poses the ques- 
tion of how to mobilize the funds to purchase vast 
quantities of food products on the market, store them, 
and distribute them at sites accessible to a diffuse public, 
including many inhabitants disinclined to accept the 
stigma of the “poverty” label. 


Maghrebian rulers must consider all possible solutions to 
the dilemma of how to reduce undernourishment in an 
international environment of recession and budgetary 
restrictions. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


*Abbas Zaki on PLO Decline 
94AF0138A Doha AL-SHARQ in Arabic 11 Mar 94 p 6 


[Interview with "Abbas Zaki, Fatah Central Committee 
member, in Amman; date not given: “‘ ‘Arafat Respon- 
sible for Decline of PLO”—first paragraph is AL- 
SHARQ introduction] 


[Text] Amman (AL-SHARQ special)—A piominent 
Fatah Central Committee member held Chairman Yasir 
Arafat responsible for the deterioration of conditions in 
the PLO. He said that ’Arafat had gone out of his way to 
win the world and Israel’s approval and had lost his own 
people. He said that whoever wants to negotiate with 
Rabin must be close to the Palestinian opposition, not 
remote from it. "Abbas Zaki, who was speaking to 
AL-SHARQ and is also secretary of the intifadah’s 
Supreme Committee, stated that all the agreements that 
*Arafat had concluded with Israel “remain for us a truce 
for another war.” He wagered on the resoluteness of the 
Palestinian people not to submit. ‘““The Palestinian lead- 
ership,” said Zaki, “must again go through the Jordanian 
gate, because any Jordanian-Palestinian agreement will 
protect what remains of the Palestinians and will prevent 
the Zionist urge to expand.” Here is the text of the 
interview. 


[AL-SHARQ] From your statements we know that you 
are one of the opponents of the Gaza-Jericho First 
agreement. Opponents have expressed their opposition 
in various ways, such as resignation. How have you 
expressed your opposition? 


[Zaki] I am against categorizing everyone who loves his 
country and who adheres to his principles and maintains 
the values and heritage of militancy as “opposition,” 
because this will mean that terms will collapse. It will 
mean that those who adhere to principles and constants 
are to be called “opposition.” The legitimate authority 
has engaged in concession-making and abandonment 
and is far from consensus decisionmaking. The Oslo 
agreement was a disgraceful agreement in the life of the 
Palestinian people. It was a disaster that took place in 
circumstances difficult for our people. When we went to 
Madrid, our incentive was to stop the cancer of settle- 
ments and land confiscation from spreading in the 
Palestinian body. Palestinian speech-making was excel- 
lent. Dr. Haydar ’Abd-al-Shafi outshone Shamir. There 
was corridor diplomacy, and a Palestinian avoidance of 
the political indecency of abdication that took place in 
the Oslo agreement. The latter came by stealth, from 
behind the backs of the leadership, the negotiators, and 
the people. The agreement emerged from this work in the 
dark. It has prevented our people from talking about the 
resolutions of the legitimate international authority and 
about the political authority for the political process. 
Syria and Jordan are talking about land for peace and 
implementation of 242 and 338. The Palestinians, on the 
other hand, cannot talk about land for peace or demand 
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implementation of 242. So negotiation takes place piece- 
meal until one gets 2 percent of Palestinian territory. 


Surely, no patriot can accept this agreement, despite all 
the piping and drumming for it. We see its popularity 
waning and declining. The unfair conditions accompa- 
nying the implementation of this agreement do not 
accord with the nature of Palestinian heroism, Pales- 
tinian rights, or the Palestinian role in the liberation 
struggle. This became clear for example after the Davos 
and Cairo agreements, which accord with the Oslo 
agreement, which does not guarantee an Israeli with- 
drawal. Settlement-building is continuing. We are a tool 
in the hand of the enemy: he has the last word, and any 
other interp.etations are pure fiction. What’s more, the 
leadership has sold the agreement as being a national 
authority, etc. Let Arafat go; let him sign with Peres, not 
with Rabin, to cancel the national authority and the free 
crossing points and demand a halt to settlement. Jericho 
will remain as many kilometers as they approved 
without any increase. Gaza, too, has been divided into 
squares, and new lands have been added to the settle- 
ments in Gaza—more than 30 kilometers. Our language 
now is not against or in opposition to the agreement; it is 
for Palestine. Whoever isolates himself from his people 
and national decisions is in opposition—not we. In 
another way I have expressed my conviction that the 
children, women, old men, and men of the Palestinian 
people are innocent of the deal going on. In harmony 
with our people and the principles of our movement, | 
will not resign. I shall continue to demand that we stay 
the course to ward off the corruption, stop the cycle of 
decline, and realize some of the aspirations we hoped 
for. 


[AL-SHARQ] In Davos, Israeli Foreign Minister Peres 
implied that Arafat had abandoned the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state and had decided on a 
confederation. How true is this talk, and what is your 
opinion? 


[Zaki] Please don’t ask me about the Peres-’Arafat 
meeting, because it did not take place by Palestinian 
decision. It took place without our knowledge; so we will 
not defend something we do not know. 


[AL-SHARQ] The 10 opposition groups led by the 
Islamic opposition movement, Hamas have arrived 
among themselves at a collective leadership that offers 
itself as an alternative to the present leadership. Do you 
think the project will succeed? What is your position as 
an opposition figure regarding this front? 


[Zaki] First, people understand things the wrong way 
around. Whoever wants to become leader of this people 
must fight. He must start from the base. If you want to 
propose yourself as an alternative to the leadership, you 
confirm and elevate your leadership on the basis of 
martyrs’ skulls, or great achievements, or defeats 
inflicted on the enemy, so that you become uncontested 
leader. You don’t snatch leadership by competing with a 
team that you happen to see in this position. My view is 
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that the Palestinian opposition has not been successful to 
date. It is seeking 'o set up an inverted pyramid. We have 
gotten used to lots of grinding noise from the mill 
without seeing any flour. The opposition forces must 
insist on the need to espouse resolutions from which the 
Oslo team retreated, but without exaggeration and sui- 
cidal slogans. We have found that committed militant 
momentum, along with the feeling and resources of the 
people, needs implementation without slogans. Anyone 
who wants to deviate from the national course and 
constant principles has no place with our people. But for 
us to make two fronts in a face-off with each other is a 
real disaster. The opposition realizes that the Americans, 
the Arabs, and weak-spirited Palestinians and ordinary 
people are for the agreement. Confronting the whole 
world at once yields nothing. If only the opposition were 
working for ultimate issues and struggling for Jerusalem! 
Jerusalem is being wiped off the map. In six months 
there won’t be any East Jerusalem. It has an area of 72 
square [sq] km; Palestinians now own 4 sq km. Now 
there are Israeli projects like al-Tur and Ra’s al-’Amud, 
in addition to the razing of 438 houses. The issue is being 
limited to praying in Jerusalem. They are granting us a 
Jerusalem for prayer, not for sovereignty. Thus, if the 
opposition works for Jerusalem, the refugees, security, 
borders, and the issues contested with the enemy, it 
cannot stand still. I challenge Israel to announce its idea 
of the scope of the final settlement; for the solution is 
open, admitting of all possibilities, and needs major 
forces to make [Israel] yield. With this fragmentation we 
are serving the plot for a final settlement with open 
possibilities. Rabin, too, has not talked about the final 
settlement. The 10 groups must therefore work to alle- 
viate our people’s sufferings. Their concern must not 
become only the Oslo team. They must talk about Israel. 
This is the direction that we in Fatah have taken. In his 
recent visit to Jordan, Abu al-Lutf [Faruq al-Qaddumi] 
expressed this when he attacked Rabin and said that he 
does not want peace. This is what is needed and wanted: 
instead of attacking a Palestinian leader, we must attack 
the Israelis. We must get over our complexes by being 
clearly of the PLO or clearly of Fatah or any other 
Organization, or we shall begin attacking the fighting 
men who are in confrontation with the enemy. In that 
case the people retreat behind the leaders. The leader is 
the one who goes in front of the ranks. The measuring 
stick for any revolution is the amount of blood it gives 
and the martyrs it offers. If Fatah had not given so many 
martyrs, people would not have remained silent until 
now and unable to speak about Fatah members as having 
deviated openly. Whoever wants to become an alterna- 
tive needs a large pool of sacrifices, positions, and a role 
that has an audience so that he can overcome all the 
challenges. I send an open invitation for the opposition 
to return to weaving the feelings and emotions of the 
people into a true front. We welcome any Palestinian 
unity, because the keynote of this period is to give 
concrete embodiment to democracy. We therefore con- 
sider any unity, whether it looks at us positively or 
negatively, as in the interest of our people. 
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[AL-SHARQ] A number of Palestinian personalities led 
by Haydar ’Abd-al-Shafi have put forward demands for 
perestroyka in the PLO. ’Abd-al-Shafi has expressed 
disappointment at the results of the talks with the 
leadership. What is your opinion about this? 


[Zaki] The internal situation is tragic. It does not express 
the existence of vision or a point of departure for dealing 
with internal conditions. The delegations that have been 
formed were from the fabric of the Palestinian leader- 
ship, but bad management and inept performance have 
made it necessary for it to raise its voice loudly. Let there 
be a fight inside the camp of political harmony. But they 
are at odds administratively. In reality, there is no 
change in method or style or in performance. We think 
that if we study the Palestinian situation deeply, we shall 
reach the conviction that the decline of Palestinian 
institutions must be halted. 


[AL-SHARQ] What is the flaw at the present time in the 
management of the negotiations and the Palestinian 
situation? 


[Zaki] In Oslo, the Executive Committee and the Central 
Committee were kept in the dark for eight months 
concerning an important event to sell Palestine. The 
Cairo-Davos agreement was signed without our knowl- 
edge. A meeting was held to tell us that the agreement 
had been signed between Abu-’Ammar and Peres. So the 
negotiating delegation had no value, and Palestinian 
institutions have likewise become worthless. This 
requires serious pondering. 


[AL-SHARQ] Many resignations of Fatah cadres have 
been submitted in the occupied territories. The Fatah 
Hawks have abandoned arms. What do you think is the 
reason for these resignations? Are they related to the 
figure of the chairman? 


[Zaki] There is no doubt that Brother Abu-’Ammar is the 
head of the PLO. There remains no one with him on the 
Executive Committee. Second, he is head of the occu- 
pied territory and therefore of the struggle now raging, 
until a compromise leadership arrives and there is a 
different style. He has surrounded himself with advisers 
who have harmed him and distanced him from popular 
feeling. 


In the occupied territory everyone bears responsibility. 
Israel prefers civil war and will not leave Gaza in two 
years unless it has set up conditions for civil war. Events 
unfortunately are showing that Fatah youth are clashing 
with each other in Nablus with an Israeli officer recon- 
ciling them. When Fatah becomes an Israeli demand, the 
leadership responsible for the occupied territory must 
stop and ask itself where it is going. Abu-’- Ammar bears 
the major responsibility for the present state of affairs— 
decline and turning to the enemy to protect themselves 
from their own flesh and blood. This is something 
critical. 








[AL-SHARQ] There are doubts about the role of the 
Palestinian police in the autonomous stage in sup- 
pressing the opposition and therefore that civil war may 
break out. What is your opinion? 


[Zaki] I do not think civil war will break out. The 
patriotic side will be in the Palestinian police, or will be 
most prominent. Anyone who wagers that the police will 
be oriented toward Israel is wrong. I am confident that 
civil war will not take place with the authority. However, 
the enemy and the decline in Fatah are working for the 
premise. The role of the police is to protect the Pales- 
tinian establishment; it is to serve the people, not to 
terrorize and pressure the people. 


[AL-SHARQ] Some see the Jordanian-Palestinian eco- 
nomic agreement as cutting off the way to the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state in the future. What do you 
think of the idea? 


[Zaki] On the contrary, any Jordanian-Palestinian agree- 
ment protects what remains of the Palestinians and also 
prevents the Zionist urge to expand. In the past, we were 
up against Rabin, who was able to wipe out a military 
force here or there. Today, however, we are up against 
Peres, who wipes out entire peoples and states by virtue 
of his economic program. We think there is a valuable 
strategic convergence due to factors of interest, neces- 
sity, history, and geography. It demands that we be on 
the side of Jordan, not of Israel. This agreement 
strengthens the establishment of a Palestinian state. All 
this depends on the establishment of a monetary 
authority, also the establishment of a Palestinian 
national authority. 


[AL-SHARQ] Many politicians have seen some sort of 
link between you and the creation of the Arab Islamic 
Party (Haqq). Are these reports true? 


[Zaki] First, | am committed to Fatah. I think that Fatah 
is the shortest way to Palestine. Fatah’s mission will exist 
as long as the occupation exists. In other words, it is a 
national liberation movement. However, I in Fatah am 
not against any reserve force, though one should bear in 
mind that I have no contacts with the Arab Islamic Party 
or knowledge of its figures. There is no truth to the 
relationship with it that has been attributed to me. Let 
anyone who wants to form any party leave Fatah. We 
believe in political pluralism. We welcome any parties, 
provided that they are engaged and call for national 
unity. We welcome any flower that blooms—but in the 
independent Palestinian garden! 


[AL-SHARQ] Chairman ‘Arafat recently made a visit to 
Saudi Arabia. What price did he pay to obtain Saudi 
support? The newspapers have informed us that Saudi 
Arabia is ready to give aid. 


[Zaki] We were unaware that the matter had reached a 
conclusion. We have not been informed of the condi- 
tions to which he agreed. We have not heard about 
anything. 
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[AL-SHARQ] If peace treaties between the Arab rulers 
and Israel are reached, do you expect there to be a 
historic popular reconciliation between the Arab peoples 
and Israel, or just a truce? 


[Zaki] We think there will be a truce for another battle, 
because it is not possible for the usurper and the victim 
to cooperate with each other. The path of making peace 
and the management of the process have not emerged 
from convictions. The strong imposes his conditions on 
the weak. The Gulf war was a defeat for the Arab nation. 
Now the strong wants the Arabs to pay the price of this 
defeat. So this is all a payment that has fallen due. Those 
at work in this field are not men of peace. They are of 
different sorts; even if they talk about peace, inwardly 
they are something else. The situation is leading to a 
truce, rather than peace. Al-Sadai made peace, but the 
Egyptian people still reject normalization. The p ople 
will never be like sheep. They will not th ow away their 
land if their leaders throw it away. We see broad smiles 
from the negotiators, and at the same time we see 
murder and street fighting with knives every day. They 
have not been dazzled by the presence of ’Arafat and the 
Palestinian leadership in Washington wearing a gold 
medal with Israel. This is a people that does not stoop 
and does not fear. Its will is strong. God willing, the 
inevitability of victory is near. It is revolution until 
victory. 


Officials on Arms Possession 


94AF0132A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Mar 94 p 8 


[Interview of Palestinian officials, Ilyas Frayj, 
Muhammad al-Nazal, Ghassan al-Khatib, Muhammad 
Ghunaym, Dawud al-Tilhami, Dr. "Awwad M. ’Awwad, 
Dr. Fathi al-Shagaqgi, Zuhayr al-Rayyis, Wahid al- 
Hamdulillah, and ’Azmi al-Shu’aybi; place and date not 
given; by ’Ali Salih: “Arms Phenomenon in Occupied 
Territories Greatly Blown Out of Proportion”) 


[Text] Even if the spread of weapons in the occupied 
territories, specifically in Gaza and Jericho, is not as 
great as newspaper reports claim, it has become a phe- 
nomenon that demands attention, study, and debate, as 
well as treatment. The importance and gravity of the 
situation lies in the upcoming Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho, and the implementation of autonomy 
in those two areas, with the start of the five-year transi- 
tional phase, according to the Declaration of Principles 
(the Oslo Accord) signed in the White House garden last 
13 September. Its importance and gravity also lie in the 
fact that some people anticipate that it could—if it 
continues—lead to a civil war along the lines of what 
happened in Afghanistan or Somalia. 


There may be a good deal of exaggeration in such 
expectations, as many Palestinians sa’ , both supporters 
and opponents of the accord. They attribute it to various 
causes: the nature of the Palestinian people, their level of 
political awareness, and the fact that the Israelis will not 
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be withdrawing completely from the occupied territories. 
Hence the spread of this quantity of arms (between 
10-15,000 weapons, according to one Fatah official), 
especially in the Gaza Strip. The fact that these arms are 
reaching the hands of citizens, wary of the future and 
afraid of the unknown, creates fear and unease among 
those who hope that this will not lead to a civil war, or to 
armed clashes between factions—or even inside a single 
organization, to settle old scores. They could be used for 
revenge, armed robbery, and theft, which have recently 
been on the rise. And then there is Israel’s attempt to 
exploit the situation, stir up trouble, and use their agents 
to foil the autonomy experiment. 


In order to shed some light on this phenomenon, AL- 
SHARQ AL-AWSAT asked Palestinian officials from six 
major Palestinian factions and parties, plus some inde- 
pendent figures, a number of questions about the extent 
of the spread of arms, the reasuns, motives, conse- 
quences, the sources of the arms, and the role of the 
Palestinian police in containing them. 


What follows are the replies AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
received from Muhammad Ghunaym (Abu-Mahir), mobi- 
lization and organization officer and Fatah Central Com- 
mittee member in Tunis; Hamas’s Amman representative, 
Muhammad al-Nazal; Dawud al-Tilhami, member of the 
politburo of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine in Damascus; Ghassan al-Khatib, a senior offi- 
cial in the People’s Party in Jerusalem; ’Azmi al-Shu’aybi, 
member of the politburo of the Democratic Palestinian 
Union (DPU) in Jerusalem; Dr. Fathi al-Shaqagqi, secre- 
tary general of the Islamic Jihad Movement in Damascus; 
Dr. "Awwad Muhammad ’Awwad, a doctor by profession 
and well-known national figure, from Tulkarm; Bethlehem 
Mayor Ilyas Frayj (Independent); Wahid al-Hamdiulillah, a 
well-known independent national figure, and a member of 
the Board of Regents of al-Najah University in Nablus; 
and Zuhayr al-Rayyis, a writer, journalist, nationally 
known figure, and prominent personality in the Gaza 
Strip. 


[Salih] How widespread are weapons in the occupied 
territories? Is it as great as the newspapers say? 


{Abu Mahir (Fatah)] There are an estimated 10-15,000 
weapons—and that could rise—mostly in the Gaza Strip. 


[Al-Nazal (Hamas)] I doubt that there is any great spread 
of arms. It is extremely difficult to obtain arms to fight 
the occupation, and this is a major obstacle. We have 
reports that confirm that the allegations about the 
abnormal spread of arms are untrue. 


[Al-Khatib (People’s Party)] There is a widespread, 
large-scale spread of arms, particularly in the Gaza Strip, 
and in the occupied territories as a whole. It is not only 
a problem of the extent of the spread, but of the lack of 
any control over who is stockpiling these arms. Of 
course, some political organizations obtain arms, but 
there are also other groups and individuals that get them 
if they can afford them. 
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[Dawud al-Tilhami (DFLP)] Perhaps there is some exag- 
geration about the volume of arms in the occupied 
territories, especially in Gaza. This exaggeration is 
intended to create a climate of fear for the residents of 
Gaza at a time when the occupation forces are preparing 
to pull out of the cities and camps and redeploy in the 
sites specified in the Cairo accord between ‘Arafat and 
Peres. 


[Al-Shu’aybi (DPU)] The spread of arms is relative to 
how it was in the past. What is remarkable is the 
transformation in this phenomenon now, to a virtually 
public one, especially in the Gaza Strip. One cannot 
speak of this type of phenomenon existing in the West 
Bank. But there is a noticeable increase in the buying and 
selling of arms, and a boldness in carrying them. 


[Al-Shaqaqi (Islamic Jihad)] The spread of arms is aimed 
at the Gaza Strip and to a lesser extent the city of Nablus 
in the West Bank. This is not new, nor is it on the scale 
alleged by newspaper reports. What is new is the open- 
ness with which people are bearing arms, especially 
Fatah members. This comes after the Oslo accord, 
whereby the authorities no longer hold Fatah people 
responsible specifically for bearing arms. Some families 
historically known for owning arms, for trading in them, 
or other purposes, are no longer afraid to display them. 
Most of them are small, light arms; and, by our estimate, 
do not exceed the volume of the arms in the hands of all 
the factions and families, by more than a few hundred 
weapons. 


[Dr. "Awwad (Independent)] There are several reasons 
why arms are more widespread in the Gaza Strip than in 
the West Bank, but there are no precise estimates about 
this. Regarding the spread of arms in Gaza in particular, 
it is now said jokingly that arms are sold by the bushel, 
like fruits and vegetables in Gaza. But the truth is that 
there is a noticeable rise in armament, with hundreds of 
guns like Kalashnikovs, Uzis, and pistols reaching Gaza. 


[Frayj (Independent)] There is no accurate information 
about the volume of arms. Talk on this subject is 
exaggerated. 


[Al-Hamdulillah (Independent)] Where there is smoke, 
there is fire. Guns have begun to appear openly, espe- 
cially in the Gaza Strip, and much more widely than was 
normal in the years of intifadah. But the reports being 
circulated are not accurate, and do not present a reliable 
or realistic picture. 


[Al-Rayyis (Independent)] This phenomenon has 
become clear and well known; it has been acknowledged 
by Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin in official 
reports. I believe that the quantities of arms in people’s 
hands are increasing day by day despite the continuous 
warnings of the danger of this phenomenon and the 
negative effects it might have, especially in Gaza. 


[Salih] The causes and motives behind the spread of 
arms—do the factions have a hand in this? 








[Abu Mahir] There are many and varied reasons for this 
phenomenon, which I would summarize as follows: 


First: the occupation, and its continued presence during 
the transitional period, and our people’s belief that there 
will be no withdrawal unless the enemy is forced out, by 
force of arms. Second: the sense of a need for protection 
from settler attacks and their crimes, which now occur 
under the very noses of the occupation soldiers. Third: 
the attacks of armed gangs on people and property, and 
crimes committed by people claiming to belong to Pal- 
estinian factions. Fourth: the spread of rumors about 
interfactional fighting once the transitional period 
begins. 


[Al-Nazal] We believe that the most important reason 
for the purchase of arms is confrontation with the 
occupation authorities. And I repeat that there is no 
phenomenon of widespread arms. 


[Al-Khatib] There are a number of reasons for the spread 
of arms. First, their availibility from Israeli sources, 
through the black market, and the underworld (gangs) in 
Israel. Second, citizens’ feelings of insecurity and unease. 
Third, the uncertain future. Fourth, the existence of 
rivalry, at times, among political factions. Fifth, Israel’s 
reduction of monitoring and punishment of people 
transporting arms or possessing them, especially in 
Gaza. [Al-Tilhami] Naturally, a large number of inti- 
fadah fighters had arms, especially in the last three years. 
This was a distinct increase, to confront the occupation. 
In recent months, especially after the Oslo accord, there 
have been more guns in Gaza, both smuggled in from 
Sinai or bought from arms dealing networks in the 
occupied territories. Of course, in light of the mounting 
chaos in Gaza, it was natural for organized Palestinian 
forces to provide the arms necessary for self-defense 
against occupation attacks, settler operations, or occupa- 
tion agents. We do not rule out that the Israelis, using 
their access to arms-dealing networks, might be trying to 
turn political disputes among the factions into armed 
clashes. This is something we seriously and firmly warn 
against. 


[Al-Shu’aybi] Historically, the 1ational movement has 
sought to obtain arms to use them in militant operations. 
They used to smuggle the arms in. In recent years, faced 
with the difficulty of smuggling, they have resorted to 
obtaining arms from Israeli dealers in the underworld. 
They get arms stolen from Israeli camps. After the 
Madrid negotiations and Israel’s willingness to withdraw 
from Gaza, the Israeli fist began to get lax in its rule and 
control, and this phenomenon encouraged a large 
number of people to buy arms and start dealing in them. 
The state of intensified polarization among factions after 
Madrid and Oslo a:ded the wish to strengthen every 
faction, and very openly, in society, to increase the 
trafficking, and sometimes the transport of arms stocks 
in the West Bank and Gaza directly to the market for 
sale. They took advantage of the high prices that resulted 
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from the worsened financial conditions of many social 
factions and faction members, after the PLO cut off their 
financial aid. 


[Al-Shaqaqi] The enemy is helping Fatah to get weapons 
for its members, since these arms no longer pose a threat 
to [Israel]. Some Fatah elements have begun to traffic in 
arms. There are other fighting factions who want to buy 
arms, either to fight the enemy or for self-defense. This is 
rather limited, because arms are expensive and there is a 
limited supply. On the other hand, some families have 
begun to fear for the lives of their children in the coming 
phase, about which nothing is clear. So they want to 
protect themselves. Some of these families previously 
owned guns, which they are now bringing out to use in 
familial or organizational problems. 


[Dr. "Awwad] I think the main reason for the spread of 
arms is to settle scores, for self-defense, and the political 
struggle within some of the major groups in the PLO. 
There are scores to be settled among families and orga- 
nizations, in addition to fear and the wish for self- 
defense: fear of a security vacuum when the withdrawal 
begins. These reasons have led some persons to leave 
Gaza for Egypt until things settle down. 


[Frayj] I think it unlikely that the factions have any 
desire to sce arms spread. 


[Al-Hamdulillah] We in the occupied territories accuse 
the occupation authorities and their intelligence service 
of playing a secret and dangerous role in the spread of 
this phenomenon. These authorities have recently begun 
to arm their collaborators more openly, and on a wider 
scale, to defend themselves, instead of moving them 
behind the so-called Green Line [pre-1967 border]. 
There is no doubt, however, that the “transfer of author- 
ity,” which has not yet occurred, may be seen as one of 
the major causes for this phenomenon. Add to that the 
family feuds, the assassination of collaborators, and the 
rivalry over power centers. All these have made some 
people keep guns handy for self-defense. Some others, of 
course, carry guns to combat the occupation. In short, 
the policy of the occupation authorities, and the vacuum 
created after the withdrawal, could result, some believe, 
in an interest in guns stemming from fear of the future. 
I personally do not think that the factions have any hand 
in this. 


[Al-Rayyis] The diverse factions have their own reasons 
and motives that compel them to stockpile what arms 
they can gather. This is in spite of the constant assur- 
ances that there will be no fighting among brothers, and 
that the government will be reasonable and logical. But 
what makes the situation dangerous is the spread of arms 
among ordinary citizens, who imagine that these 
weapons are necessary to safeguard their security and 
safety, and to confront the unknown. 


[Salih] What are the sources of these arms? 
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[Abu Mahir] Recently, most arms have come from 
southern Lebanon via arms dealers, and through collusion 
with occupation officers. 


[Al-Nazal] There are numerous sources for obtaining 
arms. It varies from faction to faction. Hamas’s principal 
source of arms is the occupation soldiers killed by 
al-Qassam heroes, who take their guns. 


[Al-Khatib] Israel is encouragiig this phenomenon. 


{Al-Tilhami] As I mentioned previously, most of these 
arms come from arms dealers and even the occupation 
soldiers, some of whom sell arms for material gain. There 
is a certain quantity of arms smuggled in from Sinai. 


{Al-Shu’aybi] In the Likud era, Israel made it easy for some 
of the groups opposed to PLO factions to obtain smal! 
arms, specifically in the Gaza Strip. The negotiations 
encouraged Palestinians and Israelis to start trafficking in 
arms across the Egyptian border. 


[Al-Shaqaqi] We believe that the phenomenon is a 
limited one. It is not as newspaper reports portray it. The 
supply is meager, and the high prices are staggering. The 
cost of a gun, since the signing of the Oslo Accord, has 
not gone down one cent. The price of a revolver is the 
equivalent of $3,000. A Kalashnikov is $7,000, and a 
U.S.-made M-16 is at least $10,000. The sources of the 
guns are as follows: 


1. The theft of Israeli-owned cars, especially in the 
territories occupied since 1948; most of these cars 
have guns inside. 


2. Arms smuggling over the Egyptian border. 


3. Drug dealers who trade drugs to Israeli soldiers in 
exchange for their guns, which are then sold. 


4. Some bedouin in Beersheba have family connections 
in Gaza and bring arms to their relatives. 


5. Arms stolen from Israeli army stockpiles or settlements. 


6. Arms stored since 1967, which are reappearing now. 
These are Egyptian guns whose owners want to sell 
them and profit from high prices before it is too late 
and they lose their value. 


{[Dr. "Awwad] There are a number of sources. There are 
Israeli arms dealers, well known to the Israeli authorities. 
There are arris stockpiles collected over the long years 
for use at the proper time, which for some has now 
arrived. And there are arms smuggled over the Egyptian 
border. 


[Frayj] If the reports are true, the people fueling this 
phenomenon are the enemies of the Palestinian people. 


[Al-Hamdulillah] In my view, the sources are restricted 
to the following: the remainder of the arms left behind by 
the Arab armies in the 1967 war; guns smuggled over the 
borders of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan; and 
Israeli sources, including the arming of collaborators. 
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[Al-Rayyis] Recently a gun-toting Palestinian youth was 
shown on Israeli television answering a reporter’s ques- 
tion by saying that, since it is now possible to move 
people and cars in and out of Gaza, it isn’t difficult to 
take in a little gun that could easily be hidden, from any 
source, and by any means. It may be said that the arms 
sources are the Israeli intelligence services, Israeli sol- 
diers, the bedouin, and smuggling from Jordan and the 
Sinai. 


[Salih] What might be the outcome of this spread of 
arms? Could it reach the point of civil war, as some 
reporis say? 


[Abu Mahir] Apart from the motives of those who 
promote guns, or facilitate their supply to citizens, these 
arms are patriotic and Palestinian when possessed by our 
people. They will eventually be used against the soldiers 
of the occupation and the settlers. There is no danger of 
gun ownership leading to a civil war, because a gun by 
itself is not a condition for civil war, which has its own 
causes, terms, and motives. These factors and conditions 
do not exist. There are no ethnic divisions or sectarian 
conflicts among our people. Guns in our people’s hands 
frighten the occupation soldiers, settlers, and agents, and 
give citizens self-confidence, especially when security is 
lacking, as is the case before the transfer of power to the 
Palestinians. 


[Al-Nazal] I do not believe that combatants bearing arms 
against the occupation will lead to civil war. I believe in 
the good sense and ethics of our people in managing and 
solving its problems. Times past are the best proof of 
this. The strange thing here is that one political move- 
ment—in support of the Oslo and Cairo accords, that is, 
Arafat's group—is behind the allegations about the 
abnormal spread of arms, and its being blown out of 
proportion in the media. We have not heard anything 
about there being something scary about the spread of 
arms from any opposition faction. In addition, exagger- 
ation is part of the campaign ’Arafat’s group is waging to 
get wanted persons to turn themselves in, along with 
their guns, to the occupation authorities. 


[Al-Khatib] It is to be feared that this phenomenon may 
increase the chances that people will resort to arms in 
any political or tribal, or even personal, dispute. There is 
also the danger of the spread of vendettas and vengeance, 
especially given the assassination of those accused of 
collaborating, without any trial or investigation of the 
charge, in most cases. Finally, there is the likelihood that 
it will be difficult to control the situation when the PLO 
and the Palestinian police go into Gaza. I believe that 
this is Israel’s goal in encouraging this phenomenon. 


[Al-Tilhami] We do not rule out that the occupation 
authorities might intend to “Somaliaize” or “Afghanize’ 
the Gaza Strip, and create violent anarchy and civil war 
in order to keep Palestinian forces opposed to the 
Oslo-Cairo accords from continuing their resistance to 
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the occupation. It would also weaken the uprising against 
the occupation and give the impression that the Pales- 
tinian people are unable to handle their political rela- 
tions and disputes in a rational manner. For our part, we 
will foil the Israeli plans and do everything in our power 
to prevent a civil war. We will keep all guns pointed at 
the enemy, and keep political disputes within limits, 
giving the masses a voice in them. 


[Al-Shu’aybi] The spread of this phenomenon, apart 
from its direct aims, behind which some of the Israeli 
security services may lurk, is an attempt to position its 
aims and outcomes negatively, to hasten the outbreak of 
internecine fighting, and create an unstable social situa- 
tion, preventing the natural transformation of Pales- 
tinian society into an independent state, and to push the 
people into accepting any solution, even an annex- 
auonist one. Particularly as the trial run will be in Gaza 
and can affect the people’s position in the West Bank 
later, and in the diaspora too. It would be hard for a civil 
war to break out between factions, because public 
Opinion is against it. But it would be possible to cause 
family conflicts and at times internal fighting, within a 
single faction. 


[Al-Shaqaqi] The existence of a few hundred guns cannot 
ignite a civil war. If families feel that their children are 
safe, there will be no danger in these families owning 
guns. But we must consider that some of these families 
have members with differing organizational loyalties 
and affiliations. Th‘s is especially true with families loyal 
to the opposition because of their miembers’ loyalties. 
Here the autonomous authority comes into play. If it 
behaves as an oppressive power, as many fear it will, 
then the problems will come to a head—but I rule out 
civil war. There is another point I want to explain, that 
the Israeli army has acted officially so far to spread arms; 
yes, it has eased up a little in some areas. But not to the 
point of being responsible for spreading the phenom- 
enon. If that were the case, there would be more guns and 
they would be cheaper. I am afraid that the Isareli army’s 
accusation is the prelude to repression of those who are 
bearing arms against the enemy today, and buy them 
with their food money, or their children’s, to defend 
their country and their land. 


[Dr. "Awwad] Armed struggles and internal purges within 
major organizations have been attributed to this phenom- 
enon. This phenomenon will serve to increase the opposi- 
tion’s armed operations against settlers and the Israeli 
army when the withdrawal begins. The spread of arms will 
escalate the armed struggle between supporters and oppo- 
nents of the settlement. These confroniations could esca- 
late into a civil war in the event the Palestinian authority 
is unable to create political channels for solving disputes 
*, democratic means. 


[Frayj] It makes no sense whatsoever for Palestinian 
factions to ignite a civil war. 


[Al-Hamdulillah] I would like to say, frankly and with 
certainty, that we do not sense or see any competition or 
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rivalry in the occupied territories, or any struggle to 
obtain arms. So I do not agree with those who are afraid 
that this will lead to a civil war. Everyone knows that the 
enemy is present there, and not moving. I do not believe 
that the Palestinian sides will lose their reason or ratio- 
nality. This does not mean that there may not be some 
undesirable and unacceptable, or even dangerous prac- 
tices and violations. But the occupiers’ desire for Pales- 
tinian infighting and civil war will not be satisfied. Our 
people, suffering under occupation, and following the 
course of events silently, will not forgive those who harm 
or squander their rights. 


[Al-Rayyis] The spread of arms is pushing events to the 
edge of the abyss, and raises doubts about all the assur- 
ances about good intentions and the genuine desire for a 
solution to conflicts through dialogue, with higher inter- 
ests prevailing. After that, the discipline we need 
becomes difficult and will require redoubled efforts on 
the part of everyone who wants to avoid collapse and 
deterioration. 


[Salih] And the role of the Palestinian police in con- 
taining this phenomenon when they take over security 
affairs, after the evacuation of the Israeli forces from the 
occupied territories? 


[Abu Mahir] Unquestionably, when the Palestinian 
police take up their duties, they will have an important 
and basic role in creating an atmosphere of security and 
stability among citizens. They must also build national 
unity, provide social justice, and establish democracy in 
society and its institutions, and enforce the law among 
the people. These factors will lead to an atmosphere of 
self-control among citizens, helping them to control and 
regulate arms, preventing infractions, and turning the 
arms phenomenon into a positive factor helping the 
authority to establish security and deter violence when 
Israel withdraws its army and settlers from the occupied 
areas. 


[Al-Nazal] We are afraid the ‘Arafat group’s talk about 
the arms phenomenon is just a prelude to the repression 
of opponents and disarming them to prevent them from 
fighting the enemy, in accordance with the promises they 
made Israel about ceasing military operations. I believe 
that this is the real motivation behind this overblown 
campaign warning of so-called dangers. 


{[Al-Khatib] When the Palestinian police assume their 
security responsibilities, they should take arms away 
from individuals and groups, excepting those who have 
official tasks assigned them by the government or the 
security service. There must be strict controls on the 
transport and possession of arms. Most importantly, a 
feeling of security must be created for citizens, to put an 
end to any motive for possessing or using arms. 


[Al-Tilhami] We are afraid, after reading the provisions of 
the Oslo and Cairo accords, that the so-called Palestinian 
police will be entrusted with the mission of repressing the 
intifadah and the people. This 1s something the occupation 
forces have been unable to do for the more than six years 
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of the intifadah. We do not rule out that the promotion of 
anarchy, criminality, theft, and the terrorizing of citizens 
in Gaza might open the way for the Palestinian group that 
signed the Oslo and Cairo accords to be put to the test, 
controlling the intifadah and repressing its people. This is 
what makes us fear the content and provisions of those two 
accords, to which we are totally opposed. They do not 
ensure withdrawal from the occupied t_rntories. So we will 
work with all opposition patriotic and Islamic forces, 
groups, and persons, including members of Fatah and the 
Palestine People’s Party who oppose the Cairo accord, in 
order to reject this mission entrusted to the so-called 
Palestinian police. We reject the transformation of this 
body into an instrument of oppression against the people, 
to serve a plan to repress (be intifadah and provide security 
for the occupation, instad of eradicating it. 


{Ai-Shu’aybi] The Palestinian police, in the context of 
public law and order, will limit the consequences of arms 
purchasing, even if they cannot put an end to arms 
purchasing itself. 


[Dr. "Awwad] The Palestinian authority will not succeed 
in collecting arms from organizations and the populace, 
because that would lead to a clash that would not be in its 
interest. Plus the fact that disarming the opposition 
would be seen as cooperation and collusion with Israel. 
That would certainly lead to an open confrontation 
between the authority and opposition forces. 


[Frayj] [He did not respond to this question. ] 


{Al-Hamduliliah] This question would be better put to 
the leadership that concluded the Oslo accord with 
israel, and subsequently the Cairo accord, on forming 
the Palestinian police and the missions with which the 
Israelis entrusted them. So excuse me for not answering 
this question. 


[Al-Rayyis] The ordinary Palestinians look very posi- 
tively upon the Palestinian police and have great hope in 
it. They have confidence that they will represent disci- 
pline, the law, and human rights, and with the same 
strength and to the same degree, they see them as a force 
for maintaining public order, and not just the system of 
autonomy. 


ALGIERS 


Protestors, Strikers Reject Dialogue With Islamists 
94AF0134A Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Mar 94 pp 1, 4 


[Article by C.S.: “Two Frenchmen Assassinated tn Alg- 
iers After Protestors Demonstrate Against Islamists”] 


[Text] Algerian authorities announced on Wednesday, 
23 March, that two Frenchmen, Roger-Michel Drouaier 
and his son Pascal-Valery, were assassinated Tuesday 
evening in an Algiers suburb. Several hours earlier, some 
tens of thousands of persons, a majority of them women, 
staged a demonstration against the Islamists. The dem- 
onstrators criticed authorities for failure to move more 
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boldly against the Islamist movements and reaffirmed 
their rejection of any “dialogue” with those elements. 


On Tuesday, 22 March, Roger-Michel Drouaier, a 
partner in a private enterprise, and his son Pascal- 
Valery, 24, were murdered “with weapons of cold steel 
by five terrorists” in their Birkhadem home on the 
southern outskirts of Algiers, the security services 
announced on Wednesday. The double assassination 
brings to 32—including eight Frenchmen—the number 
of foreigners who have fallen victim to terrorists in 
Algeria in the last six months. 


On the very day of this latest attack, a march against 
Islamist terrorism was held in Algiers at the instigation 
of wome :s’ associations. According to the most reliable 
estimates, 20,000-50,000 people participated in the dem- 
onstration, although public-service national radio put 
the number of participants at 150,000. Two party lead- 
ers—Said Sadi, secretary general of the Rally for Culture 
and Democracy (RCD), and Hachemi Cherif, secretary- 
general of the Ettahaddi (communist) party—were seen 
marching alongside other organizers of the event. 


With shouts of, “Too much blood, too many tears, 
together let us save Algeria!,” “Women deserve respect 
and reject subjugation!”’, and even “Free and democratic 
Algeria!”’, the demonstrators started at the Advanced 
College of Fine Arts (whose director was assassinated, 
along with his son, on 5 March) and proceeded slowly up 
the boulevard leading to Addis Ababa Square, where the 
official National Human Rights Observation Post 
(ONDH) is situated. 


Some groups of demonstrators chanted slogans that were 
even more policy-prescriptive: “No mercy or dialogue 
with killers!’’, “To negotiate with the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) is to negotiate the army’s surrender!” 


These latter slogans directly echoed the position taken by 
a part of the French-language press that is opposed to 
any dialogue with the Islamist movement and that is 
sounding the alarm, more and more openly, of the 
possible breakup of the Army. However, one of the 
demonstrators’ posters appealed to the “state president,” 
General Liamine Zeroual, for “a progressive, demo- 
cratic, open, and tolerant Algeria” and proclaimed the 
rejection of “exile,” “submission,” and “compromise.” 
Strict security precautions were taken to protect the 
demonstration, with several riot squad vans stationed 
nearby and policemen posted on rooftops overlooking 
the marchers to surveil the crowd and vicinity. Similar 
marches were held the same day in Oran (west), Con- 
stantine, Annaba (east), Tizi-Ouzou, and Bejaia 
(Kabylia). Although not explicitly endorsing the demon- 
strations, labor leaders with the General Union of Alge- 
rian Workers (UGTA) and the Union of Public-Sector 
Entrepreneurs (UNEP) called a work stoppage as a 
gesture of “mourning” and tribute to the victims of 
Islamist terrorism. Activity in most government offices, 
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as well as in banks and the transport sector, was sharply 
reduced by the one-day strike. Algiers, for once, looked 
like a dead city. 


It could be misleading to compare this womens’ march 
with a similar event muunted just a year ago by UGTA, 
which drew 100,000 participants. The reduced participa- 
tion in the latest demonstration largely reflects the sharp 
escalation of violence over the last six months and the 
climate of terror that has reigned since early February. In 
a joint editorial entitled: “Three Questions to Our Lead- 
ers,’ 13 daily newspapers and periodicals have publicly 
demanded that the head of state answer such questions as: 
“Does ‘dialogue’ apply to the fundamentalists or to the 
productive sectors of society? What is the social model our 
leaders are trying to realize? How far are they prepared to 
go in its pursuit? To the point of bloodbath?” They called 
for an “official response” from President Zeroual. The 
editors also decided to hold a strike next Saturday and 
Sunday to protest a Monday, 21 March, terrorist attack on 
HEBDO LIBERE’s headquarters that killed two 
employees. 


Death Toll 


The 22 March killing of two Frenchmen in the suburbs of 
Algiers has raised the toll of foreigners assassinated in 
Algeria over the last six months to 32, including eight 
Frenchmen. 


Several incidents in the last few weeks have deepened 
anxiety among members of the French community still 
in the country. For example, a French gendarme out of 
uniform was recently attacked in downtown Annaba, 
miraculously escaping the bullets of his assailants. A 
Frenchwoman residing in Algiers was kidnapped and 
held prisoner for several hours before being released 
unharmed. Finally one of her attackers, who had not 
recognized her at first, introduced herself as “her neigh- 
bor’ and released the Frenchwoman. 


EGYPT 


Weapons Factory Catering to Extremists Uncovered 
94P50120Z Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 21 Mar 94 p 1 


[Unattributed article: “Private Sector Weapons Factory 
in Sawhaj; Extremists Steadily Obtain the Products To 
Commit Terrorist Operations’’] 


[Excerpt] Security forces have uncovered a factory, 
owned by a citizen, which manufactures weapons and 
ammunition in the town of Salamun, Tima district of the 
Sawhaj governorate. 


The factory owner, Zaydan al-Sayyid Mutawalli, who 
was arrested in his town, acknowledged during his ques- 
tioning that extremists make piecemeal purchases of the 
faciory’s ammunition, machine guns, and handguns and 
use them to conduct terrorist operations against the 
police and, in other cases, tourist steamboats. Security 
forces arrested five terrorists who admitted that they 
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were partners of the three who had been arresied on one 
f the public buses in the city of Asyut while traveling 
from Sawhaj to Cairo to bomb some movie theaters. 


An official security source said that the five terrorists 
were preparing to travel to the capital and that an 
amount of explosives and documents identifying as 
bomb sites the cinema houses that are showing the movie 
“The Terrorist” were confiscated, 


The source added that the police are tightening security 
on all movie theaters to prevent their being taigetted for 
any attack by terrorists. [passage omitted] 


Building World Market Competitiveness 


Ways To Improve Manufacturing Industry 
94L D0009A Cairo MAYU in Arabic 17 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article by Mustafa al-Basyuni: “Profiting From Science 
and Technology”] 


[Text] National industry needs more effort and input. It 
is waiting for factories to be modernized and developed 
and for an improvement in the quality of production in 
order to confront foreign competition that has surpassed 
anything ever imagined. 


Made in Egypt cannot remain a slogan without work to 
protect it—work in which all efforts and skills join in a 
concern for overall quality levels, technological develop- 
ment, and greater linkage between centers of scientific 
research and the various means of production. 


We must learn from foreign expertise and modern 
designs. The Egyptian work force must be trained in the 
most modern packing and preserving methods that sci- 
ence has developed so that we can break into the world’s 
markets and compete at home. 


We should be interested in good marketing, which has 
become an independent science in most of the world’s 
countries; yet we still neglect it, despite the importance 
of this aspect of selling products. 


There must be skilled and honest oversight to prevent 
adventurers from playing with the reputation of Egyp- 
tian production. Tariffs should be increased on fully 
manufactured goods that have a counterpart in Egypt. 
Tax exemptions for investors should be bolstered. 


Engineer Fu’ad Abu-Zaghlah, chairman of the com- 
mittee on energy and industry at the National [Demo- 
cratic] Party's [NDP] general secretariat, spoke first. He 
said that the trade liberalization that most countries of 
the world have pursued has caused a kind of intense 
competition to improve production quality. It has 
increased the responsibility of private and joint-sector 
factories and of the business sector to take an interest in 
quality levels and reduced costs. This requires that 
management leaders with open minds be chosen who 
consider all ways to implement a system of overall 
quality. 
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He declared that the coming period will require 
increased interest in technological development and 
greater linkage between scientific research centers and 
the various means of production in order to avoid 
traditionalism and bring about modernization and 
improved quality in various manufactured goods. 


Employees in the bodies that oversee industries must be 
chosen from those who possess a good technical and 
ethical level so that we can guarantee that measures are 
taken to prevent illegitimate marketing methods, such as 
flooding the market or using devious means to smuggle 
goods that do not conform to specifications. 


Smuggling 


Abu-al-Sa’ud Sultan, head of the exporters’ section, 
pointed out that Egyptian industry needs protection 
from dumping, the smuggling game, and false invoices 
that are presented to customs. Oversight bodies of ability 
and honesty must be established, because total freedom 
without order and discipline and without state supervi- 
sion gives an opportunity to speculators, swindlers, and 
adventurers at the expense of serious investors and 
producers. 


He stressed the need to treat Egyptian production as 
foreign production is treated in its country. The Egyptian 
producer must enjoy the same privileges that the foreign 
producer enjoys. There must be concern for industrial 
oversight and in developing its role, so as to maintain the 
level of the Egyptian product. Duties should be increased 
on fully manufactured goods that have a local counter- 
part, tax exemptions for investors should be increased, 
and the banks should give more low-interest loans for 
infrastructure development. 


He added that Egyptian factories must be refurbished 
and modernized, with the banks participating by means 
of low-interest loans. The latest methods of modern 
technology should be adopted, and personnel and 
specialists should be trained in these methods. 


Two Lines of Protection 


Engineer Hasan ’Aqil, director of the factories section of 
the National Plastic Company, said that the protection 
of Egyptian industry should proceed along two lines. 


First, customs should be raised on imported products that 
have a good local counterpart. Opening the door com- 
pletely will tend to injure many manufacturing projects 
that have begun to export their product, thus threatening 
to halt these projects, particularly textiles, plastics, and 
chemical industries. The technological level of local facto- 
ries is still modest compared to world factories, and this 
will affect the quality and competitiveness of the Egyptian 
product. 


The second line is to modernize Egyptian factories so as 
to raise quality and lower costs. In this way the Egyptian 
consumer will be given an opportunity to prefer Egyp- 
tian products. 
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‘Abbudah *Azzam, a textile factory owner from Shubra 
al-Khaymah, believes that the problem of Egyptian pro- 
duction lies in low customs duties on foreign products, 
high taxes on Egyptian factories, and the haphazard 
judgment of officials. These things tend to impede 
production and hinder its development. 


He stated that the smuggling of foreign products is 
another challenge now facing Egyptian industry. The 
competition is unequal: these countries are known to be 
countries with enormous production, and as the volume 
of production increases, the cost per unit decreases. 


Also, the governments of these countries subsidize their 
industries so that they can invade foreign markets. These 
are things we must take into account. 


Hisham Hajjaj, a businessman, said that some Egyp- 
tian products are superior to imports, but they lack 
packaging and advertising. Egyptian producers should 
take an interest in these aspects to assure international 
competitiveness. 


He indicated that Egyptian production now faces many 
difficulties, especially taxes, marketing, and bureaucratic 
obstacles when the time to export comes. 


Dr. Fawzi Babawi, a member of the NDP’s economic 
committee, thinks that Egyptian industry need not fear 
international competition. On the contrary, such compe- 
tition might help it develop itself and prove its quality, 
provided that the competition is honest—meaning that 
the importation of good products of confirmed origin 
should be allowed, while products of unknown origin 
should not be allowed. 


He stressed the need to benefit from foreign expertise 
and modern designs. Egyptian personne! must be trained 
in the most modern packing, preserving, and advertising 
methods that science has developed. 


He indicated that confronting foreign industries must 
concentrate on modernizing factories and supporting 
investments earmarked for that purpose. Part of the 
participation in development should be offered to 
employees, so that one does not rely completely on loans. 


He pointed to the pharmaceutical industry's success in 
providing 95 percent of Egypt’s medicine needs at prices 
lower than similar foreign-produced drugs. 


Fahmi al-Suwaydi, an exporter, called for establishing 
regular maritime lines with some of the markets that 
absorb Egyptian ©-ports, such as the African and Arab 
market. Loading and freight charges on ships should be 
reduced, so that more Egyptian products will be exported 
to these countries. 
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Skilled Labor Void, Other Production Limits Cited 
94LDO0009B Cairo MAYU in Arabic 17 Jan 94 pp 6, 7 


[Article by Basim Rashad and Abu-Khanjar ‘Abd al- 
Hamid: “Problems of Small Indusiries”’] 


[Text] Despite all the government's efforts to encourage 
a climate of investment and production, many large and 
small factories still complain of bureaucratic routine, 


complications by minor officials, and a shortage of 


trained skilled workers and production requisites and 
services in industrial cities. 


When MAYU went to factory owners and managers, 
they stated that these problems were pulling them back 
and not pushing them ahead, hampering production and 
leading to marketing difficulties and increased prices. 


In 10th of Ramadan City, Mustafa Fahmi, owner of the 
Egypt-Italy Business Machines Factory, said: “We have 
many bureaucratic problems in the administrative 
system of 10th of Ramadan City. For example, the 
administration asked for 14,000 pounds as surety for the 
building, although the license is sound and the buildings 
conform to specifications. This cripples the investor at a 
time when he is paying taxes and insurance payments.” 


He added: “We suffer from the lack of a transportation 
network inside and outside the industrial city. This makes 
it very difficult to transport workers and market the 
product. It creates burdens that lead to increased prices.” 


He indicated that the shortage of trained hands forces 
him to turn to Italian expertise to hold continuous 
courses to train workers in modern equipment and 
advanced technology. 


Bureaucracy 


Engineer Majid al-Sa’dani, director of the TCL indus- 
trial cleanser factory in !0th of Ramadan City, said that 
the city administration treats people in a disiurbingly 
bureaucratic manner. It asks factory owners to do things 
that are unreasonable from the point of view of market 
mechanisms. 


He added: “I suffer from a shortage of skilled workers, 
but I am trying to overcome it by training trade school 
certificate holders for at least two years so that one can 
rely on them.” 


He indicated that industrial surveillance was hindering 
investment and creating obstacles. For example, it was 
asking for the scientific names of imported raw materials 
in Arabic, when all the raw materials used 1n industrial 
cleansers were imported and were difficult to write in 
Arabic. 


It was demanding an official photograph and fingerprints 
from the factory owner and the warehouse manager and a 
specification of the area of the warehouse, even though a 
license and tax card had already been obtained. This had a 
negative effect on investment operations. 
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He said that the company had been forced to turn to 
freight companies to handle the completion of customs 
procedures because of complications by minor officials. 


Problems, Production Requisites 


Sayyid Muharram, chief of accounts at the Modern 
Textiles Manufacturing Company (Montex), said: “We 
have many problems because of high duties on the 
already expensive imported raw materials that constitute 
more than 90 percent of production requisites. This 
prevents us from competing with the foreign product.” 


He said that the shortage of skilled labor was leading to 
a struggle between different factories to attract skilled 
workers. Workers therefore did not settle down, which in 
turn affected production. 


Sayyid Muharram demanded protection for the Egyptian 
producer and consumer and the provision of favorable 
conditions for the Egyptian producer, as takes place 
overseas. 


He indicated that the obstacles to domestic production 
must be overcome in order to attract more capital to 
invest in Egypt and participate in solving the unemploy- 
ment problem. 


Housing, Transportation 


‘Umar al-Faruq ‘Abd-al-’Aziz, a member of the autho- 
rized board of directors at the Dana Ready-Made 
Clothing Factory, agreed with this view. He stated that 
the most important problem facing 10th of Ramadan 
City was the lack of workers residing in the city. The 
factory has 140 workers, only four of whom live in the 
city; the rest live outside the city. The factory pays large 
amounts of money to transport them to and from the 
factory. This is because housing located in the city 1s 
expensive. The down payment on a medium-sized apart- 
ment is 5,000 pounds, while the monthly installment 1s 
196 pounds over 20 years. 


He called for extending the Cairo-Suez railroad line to 
10th of Ramadan City and suggested that factory owners 
contribute to this to solve the work force problem. 


He indicated that duties must be lowered on accessories 
for ready-made clothing, as these were requirements 
needed to enable competition with the foreign product. 


The chemist Mustafa al-Hinnawi, owner of Gold Star 
Leather Company, declared that production in large 
factories was threatened with stoppage because of small 
factories that were proliferating haphazardly in small 
rooms and were manufacturing certain chemicals 
without conforming to standard specifications. Indeed, 
they were mixing the chemicals with other substances 
and affixing trademarks to them, thereby causing the 
domestic consumer to prefer the local product [original 
text language; writer probably meant “imported 
product] to them, thus threatening national industry. 
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Combatting Commercial Fraud 


Mustafa al-Hinnawi called for deterrent punishments to 
combat commercial fraud and imitation. Such firms 
should be shut down and confiscated. Their licenses, if 
they had any, should be rescinded, as is done in 
European countries. 


He stressed that importers of production requisites 
should be exempted from duties, so that national 
industry could compete with imports. A sales tax should 
be added to the flat-rate tax, to help lower costs. 


Mahmud Ghunaym, owner of a textiles factory at al- 
Qanatir al-Khayriyah, said that small factories suffered 
from lack of funding and therefore could not carry out 
replacement and modernization operations due to the 
high cost of loans—24 percent of the loan’s value. 
Factory owners therefore are inhibited from replacing 
their old equipment with new modern equipment that 
would help increase production, improve quality, and 
lower the price over the long term. 


Hajj Kamal ’Abd-al-Basit, owner of a factory in al- 
Sharabiyah, asserted that 12 different kinds of taxes are 
levied on textile factories. The product is therefore 
encumbered with burdens that lead to high prices and 
difficulty in marketing at home and abroad. 


He noted that in the last 10 years thread prices had risen 
250 percent over 1980 prices. In addition, the business 
sector had abandoned the policy of operating private 
weaving plants at its own expense by the method of 
providing the plants with thread and taking delivery of 
the cloth at a fixed rate—not to mention the irregular 
deliveries of many varieties of high quality thread to 
private factories. All these things affected work and the 
overseas contracts of these factories. 


*Abd-al-Fattah Salim, owner of a textiles factory in 
Shubra al-Khaymah, said: “The main problem is a 
shortage of trained technical workers. The big factories 
attract these workers with high salaries that we cannot 
pay.” 

He asked that trade schools train their students in the 
technical principles of textile manufacturing by prac- 
tical, rather than theoretical, training in the factories 
next to the schools. 


Muhsin ’Abd-al-Jawad, owner of a factory in Shubra 
al-Khaymah, incicated that the high price of production 
requisites, electricity, taxes, and duties had led to high 
prices on products. It was thus impossible to market the 
product, especially in view of the intense competition 
with large factories that can market their product. 


He urged the state to concern itself with opening outlets 
to market the production of small factories. 


Fadil Mustafa Abu-Sinnah, director of a tannery, spoke 
about how problems arose from their not being allowed 
to import goat and cattle skins unobtainable in the 
country. 
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He said that if these varieties were imported, excellently 
made shoes and genuine leather goods would be 
available at low prices. 


He added: “We are suffering from lack of chemical 
factories that specialize in dyes, even though some 
engineers specialized in this field are working in this 
industry in overseas factories.” 


Controls Demanded To Offset Import Competition 
94LD0009C Cairo MAYU in Arabic 17 Jan 94 p 7 


[Article by Mustafa al-Basyuni and ’Adil ’Abd-al-Karim: 
“Open Importation Greatest Danger’’] 


[Text] Businessmen stated that opening wide the door to 
importation without controls greatly threatens Egyptian 
industry. 


They indicated that credits must be given and duties 
eased on production requisites. The Egyptian producer 
must be granted the privileges that his foreign counter- 
part enjoys. 


They demanded that the Egyptian product be improved 
and that the relative advantage of the human factor be 
exploited. 


Dr. Samir Tubar, chairman of the NDP’s [National 
Democratic Party] economic committee, indicated that 
the main directions of the economic reform program 
focus on appealing to market mechanisms and inter- 
fering with pricing only in fortuitous circumstances such 
as dumping and attempts to harm national industry by 
unfair means. 


Competition Desirable 


He said that the government might intervene to protect 
products in the first years, but it was improper for the 
state to keep interfering, or it would harm the national 
interest. One must therefore work efficiently to produce 
goods that can compete with foreign goods, increase the 
efficiency of industrial establishments, promote training, 
benefit from the area in which Egypt enjoys a relative 
advantage, improve quality, and reduce costs so as to 
confront foreign products. Production units should be 
refurbished and sound standards followed. 


He indicated that Egypt must compete with foreign 
industries. All units must make every effort to develop 
themselves, because a closed-door policy is no longer 
viable, given the stage of economic liberalization in the 
world as a whole. 


Many Burdens 


On the other hand, ’Abd-al-Ra’uf al-Kabti, president of 
the General Weaving and Knitting Association, thought 
that opening wide the door to importation would have 
an impact on Egyptian products because the unequal 
competition would be to the advantage of the foreign 
product. 
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The local producer has many burdens to bear, such as 
high taxes, electricity, and high interest rates. Foreign 
producers, on the other hand, are highly subsidized in 
order to harm national industry. 


*Abd-al-Mun’im al-Ghazzali, vice president of the Engi- 
neering Industries Union, said that opening wide the 
door to importation certainly would have an impact on 
national industry. It would shift the competitive balance 
in favor of the foreign country that heavily subsidizes its 
industry, at a time when Egyptian industry is suffering 
from many obstacles. 


One must therefore impose regulations to raise customs 
duties on goods that are cheaper than Egyptian products 
and monitor the quality of the foreign product. No 
product should be allowed in until its quality and 
suitability are fully verified. 


Threat 


Engineer Ala Zahran, owner and director of the Tifal- 
Zahran factories, explained how opening the door to 
importation had come to constitute a threat to national 
industry due to the lack of strict surveillance and full 
tests on various imported goods. 


The customs duty on such imported products does not 
exceed 5 percent. Furthermore, the products are subsi- 
dized overseas, which influences the price of the local 
product. 


He indicated that importing spare parts for large facto- 
ries could be considered another very serious problem, 
first because the price of the parts was very high and then 
because taxes were collected on them even though we 
import them not for sale, but for installation and 
operation in machinery. 


Some parts are not available in the market; and if they 
are, the price is exorbitant. Thus we are forced to import 
them from abroad to reduce the price difference as much 
as possible. 


Muhammad Abu-Khatwah, the owner and director of 
tractor and agricultural machinery factories, said that 
opening the door to importation certainly was backing 
national industry in o a tight corner because of high 
requisite prices and production costs here. 


Suggestions 


He suggested that banks be designated to fund factory 
owners at reasonable interest rates in order to stimulate 
production. 


Fahmi ‘Abd-al-Magqsud, an exporter, thinks the coming 
period will require lowering the price of electricity and 
water, reducing customs duties on production requisites, 
and lowering taxes on manufacturing companies so that 
they can reduce the prices of their products and thus 
compete with imported products. 
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Muhammad Fu’ad Ahmad, an importer of food prod- 
ucts, believes that high raw material prices in the 
domestic market cause high production costs. This 
always places the prices of Egyptian products in an 
uncompetitive position compared with the prices of the 
corresponding foreign goods imported from abroad. 


Engineer ’Abd-al-Hamid al-Jamal, owner of a furniture 
factory, thinks that high interest rates and taxes do not 
favor Egyptian production compared with imports. He 
suggests reducing bank interest rates to finance factory 
purchases of modern tools and equipment so that our 
industry can keep pace with continuous development in 
the world. 


He declared that his factories had surged ahead in 
exporting furniture parts and office furniture covered 
with thin layers of fire-resistant plastic. 


Ibrahim Mansi, an importer of food products, thinks it is 
difficult for national industry to compete with foreign 
industry. He suggests lowering the interest rates of banks 
that finance national export industry to 6 percent, 
instead of 14 and 16 percent. 


Regulations 


Sami ’Abd-al-Maqsud, secretary of the importers’ sec- 
tion of the General Federation of Chambers of Com- 
merce, holds that opening the door to importation does 
not mean abandoning national industry. Many regula- 
tions can be kept, such as increased tariffs on certain 
goods, and committees can be established to monitor 
standards closely and set the price. 


He indicated that full opening of the doors to importa- 
tion must be accompanied by many measures to develop 
Egyptian industry and ease taxes and customs duties on 
production requisites. 


Sulayman Muhammad Sulayman, president of the Sadat 
City Investors’ Association, said: “I am for opening wide 
the door to importation, provided that local industry is 
supported and bank interest rates for investors are 
lowered. The investor’s time should not be wasted in 
obtaining approvals and resolving bureaucratic 
problems in customs.” 


Muhammad Ghanim, former general secretary of the 
Businessmen’s Association and an investor, said: ‘““Open- 
ing the door wide to importation is something normal, 
given the period of economic liberalization through 
which Egypt is passing. We cannot isolate ourselves from 
the world. But this trend must be accompanied by 
encouragements for Egyptian industry, because Egypt is 
at the beginning of the road and the industrial countries 
are stages ahead of us. Thus, the obstacles that face the 
Egyptian investor and involve him in administrative 
mazes that prevent him from concentrating on produc- 
tion must be resolved. We must give economic thinking 
greater weight than administrative thinking.” 
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Future Benefit 


Dr. Salah al-Jundi, professor of economics at al- 
Mansurah University, believes that the entry of 
imported goods into Egypt will create competition with 
domestic production. In the medium and long term this 
will lead to lower prices for the consumer and to an 
attempt to improve quality. Local companies will review 
production costs and profit margins until they arrive at 
attractive prices by which they can compete with 
imports. 


Dr. Salah noted the need to increase the quality of 
Egyptian products and raise productivity to achieve 
competitive advantage. This will reduce the effect and 
danger of international variables. 


He also stressed the need to strengthen the government’s 
oversight role, so that liberalization does not turn into 
commercial anarchy that damages many infant indus- 
tries still in the start-up phase. Opening the door to 
importation must not be a way to import products that 
do not conform to specifications, and no monopolies of 
any kind should appear. 


Regulations must also be established to prevent 
dumping, subsidization, and falsification of documents. 
One should lower duties on production raw materials 
and requisites, intermediate and capital goods, and pro- 
duction equipment. One should instill the slogan Made 
in Egypt and evoke Egyptians’ zeal and sense of identity 
so that they prefer buying the well-made Egyptian 
product and show it partiality, just as happens in all 
countries of the world. This requires that the Egyptian 
producer attain a high level of quality and conform to 
international specifications. 


He stressed the need to pass a law against monopoly and 
commercial fraud and to combat dumping. Smuggling to 
evade customs duties should be combatted by giving 
every importer a customs number to tighten control on 
the payment of customs duties. 


IRAQ 


Plight of Iraqis in Jordan Described 


94LH0028A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
12 Feb 94 p 13 


[Article by Fahd al-Tayyash] 


[Text] For many Iraqis, the journey to the unknown 
starts as soon as they leave the Iraqi border points. The 
most important of these border points is that of the 
Jordanian al-Karamah point, previously known as al- 
Ruwayshad. Those who are departing are troubled by 
personal worries as well as by worries related to the 
nation as they cross this border point. Many Iraqis 
continue to leave by way of this border crossing. It is a 
continuous journey that started with the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait, when Iraqis were in search of either a haven 
or a shelter far from the fighting; the journey presently 
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continues as Iraqis search for an asylum away from 
prisons and concentration camps. Therefore, the journey 
in search of suffering, hope, and facing the unknown 
starts at al-Karamah with the first step of the 1,000-mile 
trip. 


A number of Iraqi networks and groupings have been 
formed outside Iraq, especially in Jordan, during the last 
few years. Each of these networks has certain motives. 
The motive behind one network is to help Iraqis; it was 
established having humanitarian incentives and great 
urgency that stemmed from within the Iraqi community. 
Another network is underground, stalks the Iraqi 
regime’s enemies, and learns about their activities. A 
third network was formed with a goal to exploit and 
financially drain those who opt to leave for the unknown. 
Besides, there are smaller networks that have combined 
more than one of the above mentioned goals. However, 
this reporting is only concerned with the first kind of 
these networks, which overshadows other networks. 


When I met a number of Iraqis in Jordan, as a first 
reaction, most of them were afraid. However, once I 
became acquainted with the leaders of the network, my 
mission became easier. Nevertheless, the most promi- 
nent request from those who portray fear remains their 
wish to be incognito with regard to the information they 
furnish. One could imagine the fear that Iraqis who live 
abroad face when one realizes the continuous fear that 
Iraqis live in—that same fear that drives them to leave 
their country. This implies that one’s safety and the 
safety of one’s folks is placed in jeopardy once one’s fate 
is known. A prominent member of this humanitarian 
network confirmed to us that he had met with an Iraqi 
artist after the latter had entered Jordan. Upon asking 
him about his destination on this journey to the 
unknown, he replied by saying: “Denmark.” But, why 
Denmark? Did he know anything about that country? 
Did he know anyone in Denmark? Was there any pros- 
pect for him there? All his answers were in the negative. 
However, Denmark was the only country that would 
grant him asylum. This Arab artist eventually embarked 
on his journey to the unknown. 


An Iraqi journalist who resides in Amman believes that 
there is a campaign to induce Arab brains, especially 
scientists, and foremost Iraqis, to immigrate. This 
inducement is performed through various international 
bodies, most important of which is the International 
Council of Churches. This Council and other bodies 
support Iraqi immigration to Canada, Australia, Greece, 
and the United States. This journalist confirms that 
there are about 2 million Iraqis abroad. As a result of 
that, scientific institutions have lost a lot of their cadres. 
He gives as an example the case of the College of 
Agriculture in al-Mawsil University, where this jour- 
nalist met with one of its faculty members, who told him 
that he was one of those who deserted this university. 
This faculty member added that only 18 percent of the 
faculty of the College of Agriculture did not quit. This 
small percentage did not emigrate for reasons that were 
stronger than the attempt to emigrate and leave. Despite 
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the fact that the Iraqi regime requests any Iraqi profes- 
sional to pay a sum that varies between 500,000 and | 
million Iraqi dinars [ID] in order to be able to leave Iraq, 
emigration still continues. In fact, the number of emi- 
grants is on the rise. At the same time, the Iraqi jour- 
nalist confirms that Iraqi’s best artists, literary writers, 
and journalists have also left the country on the journey 
to the unknown. During the last three years, Iraq has lost 
about 400 artists, literary writers, journalists, poets, and 
critics. How much did Iraq spend to prepare these 
cadres? How much time is needed to prepare new 
cadres? This loss impacts the whole Arab Nation, not 
just Iraq. This loss is further magnified if the number of 
other scientific specializations is added to specializa- 
tions already indicated. 

Iraqis in Amman 


Many Iraqis congregate in the al-Husayn Mosque Square 
in the heart of the Jordanian capital, Amman. I was filled 
with sorrow as I reached this square. Many questions 
came to my mind. All the questions were centered 
around one single issue: why do people emigrate? Those 
Iraqis who gathered in this square seemed sad, needy, 
and poor. In such a situation, grief is mixed with 
poverty, and poverty with dignity. This is because, 
though there is great hunger and great poverty, dignity is 
precious. Injustice and years of suffering and fear have 
brought about this fate to these groups. I saw many of 
them struggling with poverty, yet, maintaining the great- 
ness of Arabs. The Iraqi emigrant would roam the 
avenues of the unknown and not ask for favors. He 
would face need and yet maintain his/her pride. Dr. ’Adil 
Ziyadat, professor of journalism at al-Yarmuk Univer- 
sity in Irbid confirms that the immigrant Iraqi commu- 
nity lives in dignity. He adds that this community 
represents a sane society that is free from crime, though 
the temptation to commit crime may be great. 


A number of small hotels are located around al-Husayn 
Mosque Square. Mr. Umar al-Natur, who manages one of 
the hotels, believes there are 40 of them. He also says that 
Iraqi guests, 60 percent of whom are men, make up 80 
percent of the total guests. The average number of rooms 
in each of these hotels is 50; these can accommodate 
between 150-200 persons, as more than three persons can 
share one room. Members of the Iraqi networks meet in 
these hotels, so do members of the one family, who had 
been separated from each other by going on different 
journeys to the unknown. This situation is especially true 
with regard to those who cannot go back to their country, 
fearing for their lives. Moreover, these hotels are used as 
centers where Iraqis receive money transfers and financial 
aid from friends and relatives. Mr. al-Natur confirms that 
most of these transfers originate in the Gulf states. This is 
because of the existence of mixed families, such as Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti, where members of the one family had been 
divided as a result of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Those 
Iraqi families that travel to Amman to collect financial 
support from relatives and friends in the Gulf encounter 
much hardship. Having to pay an exit tax when leaving 
Iraq is the most important of these hardships. Some of 
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those leaving Iraq have indicated that, according to recent 
Iraqi Government regulations, each passenger leaving Iraq 
has to pay a tax equal to 200 American dollars (ID1 5,000). 


Besides, Iraqis entering Jordan face regulatory problems 
from the Jordanian authorities. As immigrants enter, they 
are given two-week resident visas, the same as is given to 
other nationalities. Subsequently, residents are allowed an 
extension of three months for their residence, and then a 
last three-month extension. At the end of the second 
three-month extension, immigrants are subject to both 
legal questioning and deportation to their country. An 
Iraqi poet resident in Amman confirms that at the Jorda- 
nian official level, immigrant Iraqis are given permission 
for residence, as Jordan is a second home for them. 
However, they get equal treatment as other Arab nationals, 
with no consideration for their political status vis-a-vis 
legal questioning. Some Iraqis have actually been deported 
to Iraq. This poet believes that deported Iraqis encounter 
great suffering, as there is no fleeing what they had 
previously fled; they start to face the unknown inside their 
homeland. This poet also thinks that the Iraqi and Jorda- 
nian Governments are cooperating with regard to sending 
Iraqis back, especially skilled laborers and specialized 
professionals. An Iraqi photographer resident in Amman 
indicates that in spite of the fact that all immigrants are 
considered non-permanent residents when they first enter 
Jordan, the Jordanian ministry of labor does not grant 
Iraqis work permits, though these are granted to other 
Arab nationals such as Egyptians. 


Jordanian security forces confirm that the number of 
Iraqis currently resident in Jordan does not exceed 20 
thousand persons. This figure is lower than previous 
figures because of Iraqi emigration to the European 
countries and the United States. A knowledgeable Iraqi 
journalist believes that the 20 thousand figure is wrong 
and that the right figure would be 70 thousand. This last 
figure would include those who have permanent resi- 
dence, as well as those who use Jordan as a stepping 
stone to emigrate to an unknown country. The 70 
thousand figure would also include those who are tem- 
porary residents, who are waiting either for someone 
who wants to meet or get in touch with them, or for 
receiving money transfers that would help them deal 
with the hectic circumstances of their lives. 


ISRAEL 


Egyptian Anti-Semitic Press Attacks After Hebron 


944A0054C Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Mar 94 
p B2 


[Article by Gai Bekhor: “And on Page 3, the Jewish 
Devil’; first paragraph is HA’ARETZ introduction] 


[Text] The Egyptian Government has apparently been 
allowing the press to publish poisonous criticism of 
Israel, to provide a way to vent the rage that has been 
mounting up in many circles since the slaughter in 
Hebron. 
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Cartoons depicting the “Jewish Devil,” with the slogan 
of revenge, “Haibar, Haibar, Ya Yehudim, the army of 
Muhammad shall return,” have been back in the daily 
papers of Egypt for the last few weeks, after being 
missing for a long time. “Thank God, our list is still 
long,” Yitzhak Rabin says proudly in one Egyptian 
cartoon, holding up a list that says: “the Dir Yasin 
massacre, the Sabra and Shatila massacre, the Cave of 
Makhpela massacre.” “I cannot get my hands clean, even 
though I washed them both before the massacre and after 
it,” Rabin complains in another cartoon in the opposi- 
tion weekly AL-WAFD, where the picture shows his 
hands dripping with Palestinian blood. And in another 
place, the leader of the Serbs, the murderers of the 
Bosnian Muslims, asks a Jewish figure (according to the 
anti-Semitic stereotype) to come and help him. “But if 
you do come, do not blow up our bank or our stores,” he 
warns, with blood dripping from his hands and the hands 
of the character he is talking to. 


These dozens of cartoons are testimony to the fact that 
the short spring in the attitude of the Egyptian press, 
especially the establishment press, but also the opposi- 
tion, toward Israel—a spring that began with the 
achievement of the Oslo agreement and reached its 
height with the signing of the Cairo agreement a month 
ago—has come to an abrupt end. If for the six months 
that have passed since the agreement was signed in 
Washington, the cartoons in the Egyptian newspapers 
concentrated on the slaughter of the Muslims in Bosnia 
and on the internal terror in Egypt itself, now the papers 
are being flooded with articles of incitement and protest 
against Israel, the same kind that were published at the 
height of the intifadah and after the war in Lebanon. 


Some of the newspapers do distinguish between the 
settlers and their politics and the Israeli Government 
and its indirect responsibility for the slaughter in 
Hebron, but they are few and far between. Most of the 
media blame Israel for the massacre, and imply that the 
government is in partnership with the settlers, and 
sympathizes with them. They make no distinction 
between the murderer from Hebron and the settlers as a 


whole. All the settlers are depicted as murderers of 


Arabs. 


“The hands of Israel are filthy with blood, even if she 
does try to deny her responsibility (for the slaughter),” 
wrote the official paper AL-AKHBAR on 27 February. 
“The crime in Hebron reveals clearly the racist tenden- 
cies and terrorist character of the Jewish settlers, who 
believe that the blood of Muslims is worth nothing. The 
Israeli army also did its own part to maximize the 
number of deaths. 


“The massacre is solely the responsibility of the Israeli 
Government,” concluded AL-AHRAM of the same day, 
“and this time it is impossible to claim that a crazy man 
carried out the crime on his own accord. There are 
precedents for this claim, the burning of the Al Aksa 
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mosque, and also the murder of the Palestinian workers, 
where the Israeli authorities claimed that the murderer 
was a crazed youth. 


“The Israeli occupation forces poured oil on the flames 
the day the massacre was carried out, by shelling another 
mosque in occupied Jerusalem with TNT shells” 
destroying the mosque and a building nearby, broadcast 
the government radio station Savat al-Arab. It is true 
that in a phone call to Mubarak, Rabin expressed his 
sorrow over the ugly incident and the Israeli Govern- 
ment’s and people’s condemnation of the criminal act, 
but expressing sorrow 1s not enough to bind the wounds 
to Arab feelings.“ 


From the way the Egyptian radio station expresses itself, 
it is possible to draw conclusions about the purpose of 
the restraint the Egyptian authorities have shown toward 
the electronic media, and the restraint these media have 
shown 1n this matter. 


These anti-Israel expressions stand out all the more 
because so many articles have been appearing since the 
agreement in Washington, even in the leftist newspapers, 
calling for normalization of relations with Israel. This 
seems to have been part of a government-backed infor- 
mation campaign. Now it appears that the Egyptian 
Government ts knowingly allowing the wave of criticism 
to sweep over the newspapers in order to give the anger 
and pressure that have been building up since the mas- 
sacre in many circles a way to be vented. The Egyptian 
Government knows that the only persun who can turn 
the anti-Israeli trend around is Yasir “Arafat, who by 
renewing negotiations with Israel can calm the winds and 
give renewed legitimacy to relations with her. Because of 
this, he is the most courted man in Cairo these days. Last 
week he met, under government auspices, with top 
people in the regime, the press, and the Egyptian intel- 
ligencia—those same journalists and intellectuals who 
had attacked him for his support of Saddam Husayn— 
and explained how important the peace negotiations 
with Israel were. in spite of or perhaps because of the 
massacre in Hebron, and his words were headlined in the 
newspapers of Egypt. 


IDF Said To Favor Settlers in Territories 
944AD0S4R Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Mar 94 
p Bl 


[Article by Dani Rubinstein: “The Masters of the West 
Bank and Gaza’’} 


[Text] ] The government is going to have trouble taking 
any kind of action against the extremist minority among 
the seitlers in the territories, because the settlers have 
long since become the masters of the West Bank and 
Gaza. Something that happened at the end of last week 
will serve as testimony: on Friday, a delegation of Peace 
Now ¢ civists left for a visit to Hebron. Because of the 
great tension in the city, which was under curfew, the trip 
was carefully planned. Members of the movement coor- 
dinated the date with the PLO leadership in Hebron, and 
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almost all the heads of the Arab community awaited 
them. According to the organizers, they had been given a 
permit by the military authorities. But the visit never 
took place. An IDF (Israel Defense Forces) roadblock 
stopped the group outside Gush Etzion, and the soldiers 
announced to its members that according to the orders 
they had received they could not let them continue on 
their way. The Peace Now activists had to give up the 
trip and return to Jerusalem. 


At the very same time, the settlers and their supporters 
continued to pass the IDF roadblocks in the territories as 
usual. Ever since the IDF authorized Baruch Goldstein’s 
funeral procession from Jerusalem to Kiryat Arba, you 
still see the settlers roaming about Hebron in their way 
and receiving guests who do not live there. 


This is a familiar phenomenon. According to the defense 
philosophy that has become established in the territories, 
not only “the Arabs are the enemy,” as Major General 
Sha’ul Mopaz said before the commission of inquiry, but 
also anyone who does not like the settlers—“anyone” 
meaning especially the activists of Shalom Ahshav. 


Why does this happen? Why does the IDF think that 
visits by Israel left to Arabs in the territories are an 
intentional provocation that must be averted, while 
practically any kind of demonstration or other protest 
activity by the right and the settlers is permissible? In 
contrast to the standing order to block the way of Shalom 
Ahshav activists (this is not the first time they have done 
this), innumerable examples can be brought of activities 
by the right in the territories, which were carried out 
with no problems. Anyone really aware of what goes on 
in the West Bank and Gaza knows that there is just one 
group of Israelis that the Israeli defense network there 
considers even worse than Shalom Ahshav—the press. 
The left and the media are suspected of links with the 
Arab enemy, and IDF commanders do everything pos- 
sible to keep them away from the West Bank or Gaza. 


This reality was created by the settlers, who over the 
years have become integrated into the defense establish- 
ment in the territories. Like the soldiers, the settlers, too, 
carry arms. They maintain contacts with the army, get 
updates, receive and give briefings, and come and go 
freely in most of the defense installations in the territo- 
ries. Many of them spent their army service on bases in 
the territories, and fulfil support and security functions 
along with units of the military government. 


It would not be a great exaggeration to say that because 
of these circumstances, they have become masters of the 
field. As they view it, the army is in the West Bank and 
Gaza, first and foremost, to serve them. In many ways, 
the settlers have managed to turn the IDF into an 
apparatus that guards them not only from the Arab 
enemy, but also from anyone suspected of aiding the 
Arabs. At the top of the list, of course, are the left and the 
hostile media. Even the [military] government’s civilian 
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authority, meant to serve the needs of the Arabs in the 
territories, is forced in many instances to accept the 
dictates of the settlers. 


Thus it happens that senior and junior officers who do 
not get along with the settlers (that is, do not give in to 
their demands) are denounced in the settlements and‘on 
the right as leftists and are unable to go on serving in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Maj. Gen. "Amram Matzne’a, who 
dared one time to condemn the actions of some settlers 
who made a retaliatory raid on the Dehaisha camp and 
shot at Arab houses, barely managed to hold onto his job 
after the leaders of the settlements demanded his dis- 
missal. Who knows, perhaps this episode put Gen. 
Matzne’a out of the running later on for the position of 
chief of staff. 


In contrast, no IDF commander’s career has ever been 
harmed because of things he said or did against the left in 
the territories, or against the Arabs (unless he exagger- 
ated, the way Res. Gen. Yehuda Meir did during the 
episode where the Arab youths arrested at Hav’ara were 
hit and had their bones broken at the beginning of the 
intifadah). Everyone in the Israeli defense establishment 
learned the main rule very quickly—not to tangle with 
the settlers, or with the political lobby on the right that 
supports them. The labor government, and Meretz, and 
the peace process have not changed this reality at all. 


IMF Economic Report Criticized 


94AA0054A Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Mar 94 
p Bl 


[Article by Nehemiyah Stresler; first paragraph is 
HA’ARETZ introduction] 


[Text] A superficial and superfluous report. The mem- 
bers of the IMF mission, who recently published their 
report on the Israeli economy, worship economic theo- 
ries that they want to carry out in every single country, 
no matter whether it is Indonesia, Italy, or Israel. 


Desmond Lachman has already returned to Washington. 
He presented the 10-page report at the beginning of the 
week, after toiling two days on its formulation. Lach- 
man, a professional economist, was this year’s head of 
the four-member mission the IMF sends to Israel every 
year to check out ovr economic situation. The mission 
spent two weeks in Israel, during which they had 35 
meetings with top leaders of the Bank of Israel, the 
Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce, banks, the Histadrut, the Industrialists’ Union, 
and academia. The four members of the mission treated 
every meeting seriously. They asked a great many ques- 
tions, and one of them carefully recorded all the answers. 
The written material grew into a large stack, but they 
were not worried. Lachman knew that just one meeting 
would be really important, the one with Bank of Israel 
president, Professor Ya’akov Frenkel. 
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Up until three years ago, Frenkel served as head of the 
research department, and economic adviser, at the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, a very, very senior position. 
His name goes before him in Washington as a profes- 
sional, as a gifted economist who knows how to combine 
theory with practical knowledge of the international 
scene. Desmond Lachman tends to adulate Frenkel. He 
does not imagine even for a moment that it is possible to 
disagree or argue with him, and we see the results well in 
the report. If Lachman had not signed the report, I would 
swear that Frenkel had written it himself. 


Although it is true that Frenkel is the most well-known 
and accepted in Washington of all the Bank of Israel 
presidents we have had up until now, during Mikhael 
Bruno’s time as president, too, the IMF mission wrote 
exactly what Bruno what told them to write, because 
Bruno also has a good professional reputation at the 
IMF. 


The members of the mission are economists who see the 
world through the lenses of economic figures. What the 
theory book says is sacred to them, and they want to 
carry the theory out in every single country, no matter 
whether it is Indonesia, or Italy, or Israel; the blueprints 
are the same. They see politicians as people to be wary 
of, and businessmen, they categorize as special interest 
groups. Therefore, the second they meet a Bank of Israel 
president who is also a famous professor of economics, 
they adopt his opinions and recommendations without 
hesitation, and all that remains for them to do is put his 
words on paper. 


They open the report with a positive and encouraging 
statement about the Israeli economy, which continued to 
grow impressively in 1993, too, along with a drop in 
unemployment. Afterwards, they go on with such super- 
latives that I almost blushed reading them, although I 
have no part in the great success. Next, the mission 
reports joyfully on the even rosier future awaiting us, 
“due to the acceleration of the peace process.” Appar- 
ently they did not hear the radio or watch TV the entire 
time they were here, and never heard about the slaughter 
in Hebron and its ramifications for the peace process. 


After these words sweeter than honey, they turn to real 
economics and begin to deal with inflation. Here we have 
the opportunity of reading the president of the Bank of 
Israel’s exact position on inflation, how it slows down 
growth and it is worthless to try it as a cure for unemploy- 
ment. The report also points out that it is worthwhile 
paying special attention to the fast growth in the amount of 
money and credit in the economy, as well as the sharp rise 
in the prices of shares on the market, which has brought 
the public great financial wealth, and that these two 
phenomena constitute a danger of inflation. 


In these descriptioms, the self-abnegation of the IMF 
economists before Frenkel is so extreme as to ve almost 
ridiculous. They speak of the rise in the amount of 
money in the last third ct 1993 and the sharp rise in the 
market then, as though the Bank of Israel had no 
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connection to it. Who gave the banks the tremendous 
monetary loans? Who was responsible for the growth in 
the amount of money in the economy, if not the Bank'of 
Israel? Who could have stopped the credit the banks 
were pushing on their cusiomers to use in buying shares 
and trust funds, and thus have partially prevented the 
rise in prices on the market, if not the Bank of Israel? But 
it is not nice to raise such impolite questions. Instead, 
Lachman chose to praise the Bank of Israel for raising 
interest. 


Right after this, the mission goes on to laud the exchange 
rate policy, which the president of the Bank sees as his 
own personal baby. There is not a word of criticism of 
the bank’s excessive control over the rate of exchange. 
After this, we are privileged to read the rest of the Bank 
of Israel’s positions on deficit reduction in the State 
budget, on the dangers that too generous wage agree- 
ments can pose, on the importance of expanuing outlays 
on infrastructure and education and reducing taxes, and 
the whole list of structural reforms that the Bank advo- 
cates. The mission even takes the trouble to point out 
that there is room to give all the “savings mechanisms” 
a try, i.e., to include the stock market, too, also a 
well-known position of the Bank of Israel. 


At this point, we may well ask: what do we need all this 
for? Why do we need these four scholars to come and 
write up this superficial report that is nothing but a list of 
slogans? Anyway, how can anyone come to any country 
for two weeks and understand what is really happening 
there? It is true that the extent of their understanding of 
the complicatedness of the Israeli economy comes to 
about zero; but on the other hand, why torture four good 
men like this? After all, they have a good place to work, 
nice paychecks, travel all over the world; so what if their 
report is a joke? The main thing, anyway, is that 
someone has told us how well we are doing. 


SUDAN 


Background on Al-Turabi Attack 


Details of Canada Trip 


941. D0017A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 20 Feb 94 
pp 46-49 


[Part 3 of 3-part article by "Uthman Mirghani: “Who 
Leaked Details of Itinerary of Al-Turabi’s Visit to 
Canada?”’} 


[Text] Ironically, Canada, where the general secretary of 
Sudan’s National Islamic Front (NIF), Dr. Hasan al- 
Turabi, was subjected to attack on 25 May 1992, was not 
included originally in the itinerary of his European and 
American tour. The tour was planned to include Britain 
and the United States and end at the Vatican. The main 
purpose was to win backing and support for the Khar- 
toum government and strengthen al-Turabi’s position on 
the international scene. In particular, he wanted to set 
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himself up as a mediator between the West and the 
movements of political Islam. 


Because Canada plays no direct part in Sudan’s policies 
or in al-Turabi’s ambitions and plans, it lies outside the 
circle of interest when the NIF general secretary began 
his tour; indeed, it was added to the tour schedule only 
during al-Turabi’s visit to the United States. 


Perhaps the most interesting irony is that when al-Turab1 
decided to go to Canada from the United States, he 
encountered difficulties in making arrangements. The 
Canadian consulate general in Washington rejected his 
application for an entry visa, whereupon a number of 
Canadian members of Parliament and other parties 
intervened to pressure the government in Ottawa before 
an entry visa was allowed to be granted to him from the 
consulate in Washington. 


Canadian Conservative member of Parliament Don 
Blankarn [name as transliterated] confirmed to AL- 
MAJALLAH that he intervened to ensure that an entry 
visa was granted to al-Turabi. He indicated that during 
his visit al-Turabi was going to discuss topics of trade 
and investment in Canada. 


Blankarn was more explicit when a Canadian journalist 
interviewed him after the attack on al-Turabi. He said 
that the NIF leader and the Sudanese Government 
wanted to conclude deals with Canada in the areas of 
transportation, banks, communications, and pharma- 
ceuticals. However, when al-Turabi talked about the 
goals of his visit to Canada and his Western tour, he 
described them as neither trade, teaching, nor tourism, 
but rather as a mission and a summoning to God—this 
according to a speech carried by the Sudan News Agency, 
delivered at the celebration of his recovery at Green 
Square in Khartoum on 31 July 1992. 


For their part, Canadian Foreign Ministry officials 
insisted later that al-Turabi had come to Canada on a 
private visit and that the Foreign Ministry had arranged 
a meeting with him as “an important personality” in 
Sudan. AL-MAJALLAH contacted Richard Chappell, a 
Canadian Foreign Ministry official who was one of those 
who met al-Turabi during his visit to Ottawa. (He was 
transferred afterward to another department—West 
Africa—without explanation of whether his transfer was 
a normal procedure or related to the consequences of the 
attack on al-Turabi.) When AL-MAJALLAH asked 
Chappell about the circumstances of al-Turabi’s visit, he 
declined comment, saying that “his department would 
not allow him to talk about the subject.”” He referred us 
to the department concerned with East Africa and 
Sudan. 


AL-MAJALLAH then contacted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Yves Gagnon, who said: “Al-Turabi met 
with officials in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We 
received him as an influential personality.” 
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Gagnon denied that any trade topics were discussed 
during al-Turabi’s meeting with Canadian Foreign Min- 
istry officials. He said that they used the opportunity to 
express anxiety about political conditions, the civil war, 
and humar rights violations in Sudan. 


Charged Atmosphere 


Besides the problems accompanying the obtaining of a 
visa, al-Turabi’s visit to Canada took place in an atmo- 
sphere charged with tension and anger. As soon as he 
arrived in Toronto, his companions were surprised by a 
number of Sudanese who received them with a noisy 
hostile demonstration, even though the itinerary of the 
visit had not been “officially announced.” The demon- 
stration continued in front of the hotel where the NIF 
general secretary stayed. 


This hostile reception by Sudanese opponents was a 
phenomenon that accompanied al-Turabi throughout his 
European and American tour. During his visit to Britain 
a protest demonstration was organized in front of a 
number of public buildings and institutions that he 
visited to hold meetings or deliver lectures. The demon- 
strators shouted hostile slogans, such as: “Al-Turabi, 
murderer of Khartoum!” Some carried pictures of the 
officers whom the government of Lieutenant-General 
‘Umar al-Bashir executed in 1990 on the charge of 
organizing an attempted coup. Al-Turabi was forced to 
use the rear door to leave after one of his lectures. 


The events accompanying al-Turabi’s lecture before the 
Royal Society of Arts in London on 27 April 1992 
typified the charged atmosphere of the tour. During the 
lecture a Sudanese lawyer, “Abd-al-Baqi ‘Abd-al-Hafiz 
al-Rih, stood and lifted his robe, exposing the artificial 
leg that had replaced his natural leg that was amputated 
because of the effects of the torture he received during 
his imprisonment in Sudan in 1989. Having retold the 
story of his torture amid cries by some in the audience 
hostile to al-Turabi, al-Rih ended by asking the general 
secretary, “Does this have anything to do with Islam?” 


The story of lawyer al-Rih became a subject of conver- 
sation, and the British newspapers wrote about it until it 
almost overwhelmed the visit and the subsequent stages 
of al-Turabi’s tour. The British newspaper THE 
GUARDIAN published a long article that began as 
follows: “The tall man stood in his white robe and 
turban, displaying his wooden leg in the face of the 
speaker at the lectern and asking, ‘Is this what Islam 
means?—torture and dictatorship?” 


The story continued: “ ‘Abd-al-Baqi al-Rih was a lawyer 
in Khartoum until December 1989, when the Sudanese 
authorities arrested him for membership in an opposi- 
tion party. After 48 days, during which he was tortured, 
he lost his leg. "Abd-al-Baqi waved his artificial leg in the 
face of the man who is considered the real power behind 
the Islamic regime in Khartoum—Hasan al-Turabi.” 


When al-Turabi went from London to Washington, the 
story of lawyer al-Rih pursued him. Finally, he was 
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forced to say at a press conference in the American 
capital on 13 May 1992 that al-Rih’s story might not be 
true and that cancer may have been the reason his leg 
was cut off. He added that al-Rih had been detained no 
more than 40 days!—and suffered from cancer. He did, 
however, go on to say, “If torture was the reason, it was 
wrong according to the teachings of Islam.” 


Al-Turabi’s visit to Washington came off no better than 
his visit to London. In addition to the story of lawyer 
al-Rih that pursued him, al-Turabi found himself sur- 
rounded by a hostile atmosphere. At a demonstration 
following a lecture by al-Turabi at the Institute for 
Strategic and International Studies on 12 May, angry 
demonstrators surrounded him. One of them pulled him 
by his necktie, and two others then joined in, kicking, 
pushing, and cursing. The American police intervened to 
rescue al-Turabi and took him away in one of their cars. 


Uproar in Canada 


In addition to the protest demonstrations that greeted 
him in Toronto, al-Turabi faced a flood of criticisms in 
Canada that continued even after the attack on him. Two 
associations—the African-Sudanese Association in 
Canada and the Sudanese-Canadian Friendship Associ- 
ation—issued statements expressing anger and displea- 
sure at the visit. Some Canadian deputies raised ques- 
tions in Parliament about the facts and circumstances of 
the visit and the granting of an entry visa to al-Turabi. 
Liberal deputy Jim Peterson demanded to know the 
reasons that led the Canadian Government to receive 
al-Turabi and allow him to enter Canada, given reports 
by Amnesty International and Africa Watch of “arrests, 
torture, and summary executions in Sudan.” 


Member of Parliament Svend Robinson sent a letter 
dated 27 July 1992—after the attack—to Barbara 
McDougall, the minister of state for foreign affairs, 
expressing concern that al-Turabi had been granted an 
entry visa to Canada “despite his reputation.” 


Robinson noted that “‘a number of reports have hinted 
that officials in the [Canadian] Foreign Ministry may 
have leaked al-Turabi’s itinerary in Canada,” and he 
demanded an explanation. 


Many questions indeed were raised about how the 
Sudanese had known the details of al-Turabi’s itinerary 
in Canada, when it had not been announced officially. 


Although some circles have hinted that the Canadian 
Foreign Ministry, which reluctantly granted al-Turabi an 
entry visa after several members of Parliament inter- 
vened, leaked his itinerary to Sudanese opponents so 
that they could greet him with protests, well-informed 
sources have told AL-MAJALLAH that the itinerary was 
leaked by a Sudanese, not by a Canadian. These sources 
said that a Sudanese informed some of his Sudanese 
friends about al-Turabi’s scheduled arrival time and 
details of his itinerary. They in turn contacted their 
colleagues to organize the protest demonstration that 
greeted al-Turabi when he arrived in Toronto. 
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Because his itinerary had been leaked, al-Turabi not only 
faced protest demonstrations in Toronto, but was sur- 
prised by a protest demonstration waiting for him in 
front of the Foreign Ministry building in Ottawa, where 
he was scheduled to meet with officials on 25 May 1992. 
Al-Turabi was forced to use the rear door to enter the 
Canadian Foreign Ministry building to avoid the dem- 
onstrators who were waiting for him at the front door. 
Hashim Badr-al-Din, with his wife and two children, 
were among them. 


The leaking of the itinerary undoubtedly made it easier 
for the Sudanese to organize the protest demonstrations 
that raised the temperature until matters climaxed in the 
attack at the airport. 


In his account of the incident, Hashim Badr-al-Din said 
that he returned to his home frustrated, like the other 
Sudanese who participated in the demonstration before 
the Canadian Foreign Ministry. They had been unable to 
express their feelings against al-Turabi because he had 
used the rear door of the building to enter and leave. 


Badr-al-Din indicated that he went that evening—25 
May 1992—to say goodbye to a Sudanese who was on his 
way back from Ottawa to Toronto after having taken 
part in the protest demonstration. 


While he was at the airport, Badr-al-Din saw al-Turabi 
rush in to catch his plane. Just as circumstances had 
intervened to cause al-Turabi to add Canada to his 
itinerary belatedly, they also played a role in the con- 
frontation between him and Badr-al-Din at Ottawa Air- 
port. Had al-Turabi not delayed his departure time from 
six in the evening, as scheduled, to seven, he would never 
have encountered Badr-al-Din. 


Security Measures 


The leaking of news of the visit was not the only 
controversial and unclear matter during al-Turabi’s visit 
to Canada: some circles also questioned why no security 
protection was provided for him. From the available 
information and statements it appears that a mix-up 
occurred and led to lack of coordination among the 
Canadian security agencies concerned, thus contributing 
to the lack of protection for al-Turabi. 


Canadian newspapers picked up this aspect after the 
attack on al-Turabi and pointed to conflict among secu- 
rity agencies. In its 27 June 1992 issue, THE CITIZEN 
published an article entitled, “Unsuccessful Security 
Warning Behind Attack at Ottawa Airport.” The article 
stated that Canadian intelligence had sent the police a 
warning of possible danger to al-Turabi because of the 
demonstrations and protests during his visit. However, 
when the NIF general secretary arrived aboard a com- 
mercial flight from Toronto to Ottawa the morning of 25 
May 1992, the Gloucester police, who are responsible for 
the airport, were unaware of his presence there. They 
were not informed about it until later, when they learned 
indirectly from the Ottawa police that al-Turabi would 
leave for Toronto at 1800 that day. 
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THE CITIZEN quoted Celine Boudrail, a spokeswoman 
for the Canadian intelligence service, as saying that the 
service “received information about possible danger to 
al-Turabi,” and conveyed this information to the other 
concerned agencies. However, the spokeswoman refused 
to answer questions about the kind of danger, the agen- 
cies that conveyed the information originally, or those 
that were informed of it afterward. 


It seems that the complexities of the federal system were 
behind the mix-up. Inspector Phil Lockett of the Ottawa 
district police informed AL-MAJALLAH that they did 
not know of al-Turabi’s arrival in Ottawa and that the 
information they received about it reached them very 
late. He added: “The mistake also stemmed from our not 
having been informed of the alias under which al-Turabi 
was traveling. When we searched the airport records for 
his real name, we did not find it.” 


Inspector Lockett’s words imply that instead of reporting 
the warning to the Gloucester police, who are responsible 
for airport security, the intelligence services reported it 
to the Ottawa police. Althcugh the Canadian authorities 
considered al-Turabi’s visit “private,” they felt uneasy 
after the events that accompanied his visits to Britain 
and the United States, in addition to the protest demon- 
stration in Toronto. They therefore tried to provide 
protection for him at the airport on his arrival and 
during his departure. However, the belated warning 
frustrated any preparations to arrange a security recep- 
tion for al-Turabi when he arrived at Ottawa airport the 
morning of 25 May, just as the conflict between agencies 
frustrated protection arrangements during his departure 
that evening. 


At the suggestion of the Gloucester police, some police 
officers went to Ottawa Airport after having learned 
“belatedly” that al-Turabi would leave at six that 
evening from Ottawa to Toronto. There they looked for 
al-Turabi’s name and did not find it on the passenger 
lists. Also, they were not informed that al-Turabi had 
changed his flight from 1800 to 1900. They therefore 
waited until 1830. When he did not arrive, the security 
alert was lifted, and the policemen involved left the 
airport. 


In this regard, Inspector Lockett said that his forces had 
not been informed that the demonstrators had broken 
into the lobby of the hotel where al-Turabi had been 
staying in Toronto before coming to Ottawa. He added 
in an interview published in Canada: “Had we known 
that problems had occurred in Toronto and that the 
person [al-Turabi] was well known and subject to secu- 
rity dangers, we would have taken other measures.” 


Similarly, officials of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) said that they had not tried to provide 
al-Turabi with personal protection because he was on a 
private visit. Thus, the procedures that the RCMP 
follows for official visitors were not applied to him. The 
RCMP did take charge of providing round-the-clock 
protection for al-Turabi during his stay in Civic Hospital 
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after the attack. However, the OTTAWA SUN news- 
paper quoted Inspector Jerry Boucher of the RCMP as 
having said later that they would urge al-Turabi to leave 
Canada as soon as he was able. 


A Canadian member of Parliament, Eugene Belmer, 
summarized the events accompanying al-Turabi’s visit 
by attributing the affair to lack of proper coordination 
among the security services. 


Plans To Talk About Commerce 


94LD0017B London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
20 Feb 94 p 48 


[Interview with Don Blankarn (name as transliterated), 
Canadian member of Parliament; place and date nct 
given: “We Were Going To Discuss Investments and 
Deals in Canada With Him”—first two paragraphs are 
AL-MAJALLAH introduction] 


[Text] According to his planned itinerary, al-Turabi was 
supposed to meet three Conservative members of Par- 
liament [MP]—Don Blankarn [name as transliterated], 
Allan Redway, and Harry Chadwick—at a working lun- 
cheon in Toronto at noon on 26 May 1992. The attack at 
Ottawa Airport on 25 May 1992 caused the meeting to 
be postponed. 


AL-MAJALLAH spoke with MP Don Blankarn about 
the nature of this meeting that did not take place and 
about his intervention to ensure that al-Turabi obtained 
an entry visa for Canada after his first application to the 
Canadian consulate in Washington was rejected. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] Were there arrangements for a 
meeting between you and al-Turabi during his visit to 
Canada? 


[Blankarn] Yes, we were supposed to meet with him on 
26 May 1992 (the day following the attack at Ottawa 
Airport). We had prepared for a working luncheon that 
was supposed to take place at the Golf Club in Toronto, 
but al-Turabi unfortunately was attacked in Ottawa. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] Who arranged for the meeting? 


[Blankarn] Ziyad Muzaffar (a Canadian of Pakistani 
origin who made arrangements for al-Turabi’s visit to 
Canada and was with him at Ottawa Airport at the time 
of the incident) contacted me and spoke to me about the 
subject. I undertook to arrange the meeting with the two 
other MPs. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] What were you going to discuss at the 
meeting? I mean, were the discussions going to be of a 
political nature, a commercial nature, or both together? 


[Blankarn] The meeting was to discuss commercial sub- 
jects. We were going to discuss with al-Turabi the 
question of investing certain funds in Canada as well as 
other commercial deals involving exporting and 
importing certain goods. 
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{[AL-MAJALLAH] What is the nature of these invest- 
ments? 


[Biankarn] We have a large Islamic community in 
> x:ada. We were scheduled to discuss with al-Turabi the 
question of establishing an Islamic bank here. Al-Turabi 
is aman who knows a lot in this area. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] Where exactly was it planned to 
establish this bank? 


[Blankarn] No exact place had been agreed on, but the 
idea was to establish an Islamic bank in Canada. It was 
just a general idea. Al-Turabi knows a lot in this area. We 
were supposed to discuss the idea with him, in addition 
to discussing the investment of certain funds in Canada. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] But al-Turabi holds no official posi- 
tion in the government; nor is he a businessman, to 
discuss such matters and conclude commercial deals in 
behalf of the Sudanese Government. 


[Blankarn] But he is the real power behind the govern- 
ment. He may not occupy an official position, but he 
represents the real power. I helped him obtain an entry 
visa to Canada. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] What kind of visa was he given? Is it 
true that the Canadian consulate in Canada refused at 
first to grant him a visa? 


{Blankarn] It was a normal tourist visa. He encountered 
certain difficulties when he applied for it, but I intervened 
to ensure that he got it. 


Canadian Official on Visit 


94LD0017C London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
20 Feb 94 p 49 


[Interview with Yves Gagnon, Canadian Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman; place and date not given: ‘We Did Not 
Send Al-Turabi an Invitation To Visit Our Country”— 
first paragraph is AL-MAJALLAH introduction] 


[Text] AL-MAJALLAH interviewed Yves Gagnon, a 
spokesman for the Canadian Foreign Ministry, about the 
circumstances of al-Turabi’s visit to Canada and what 
took place during his meeting with officials at the 
Foreign Ministry. He denied that Ottawa had sent an 
official invitation, but refused to talk about the passport 
on which al-Turabi had entered Canada. Here is the text 
of the interview. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] On what basis did you receive al- 
Turabi at the Foreign Ministry? 


[Gagnon] Al-Turabi met with officials at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on 25 May 1992. We received him as an 
influential personality. During the meeting, we asked 
him to work to persuade the Sudanese Government to 
change its policy rege ‘ing human rights and restoration 
of freedoms. We feei -asy about the continued viola- 
tions of human rights. dan, the continuing war in the 


south, and the condition of general freedoms. 
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{[AL-MAJALLAH] Did you send al-Turabi an invitation 
to visit Canada? 


[Gagnon] The Canadian Government did not send an 
invitation to al-Turabi. He came on a private visit. He 
has contacts here and relations with figures who 
arranged his visit. He was originally on a European and 
American tour before coming here. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] Who requested the meeting the 
Canadian Foreign Ministry or al-Turabi? 


[Gagnon] We asked to meet him when he came here. We 
thought we would take advantage of the opportunity and 
hear what he had to say as an influential personality. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] What kind of visa was given to al- 
Turabi? Did he arrive in Canada using his real name or 
under an alias? 


[Gagnon] Canadian laws on personal freedoms prevent 
us from revealing to a third party any information about 
al-Turabi’s passport or the kind of entry visa that was 
granted to him. 


[AL-MAJALLAH] Were the discussions at the Foreign 
Ministry meeting limited to political subjects, or did 
they involve trade issues? 


[Gagnon] The meeting was political. We did not discuss 
any subjects at the meeting having to do with deals, 
commercia matters, or other things. 


Details of Attack on Al-Turabi 


94..D0016Z London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
6 Feb 94 pp 20-25 


[Part one of three-part article by "Uthman Mirghani: 
“First Pictures of Al-Turabi in Canadian Hospital After 
Attack on Him’”’] 


[Text] On 3 December last year, the trial of the 37-year-old 
Sudanese citizen Hashim Badr-al-Din ended in Canada. 
He was charged with attacking the 62-year-old head of the 
Sudanese National Islamic Front (NIF), Dr. Hasan al- 
Turabi, who in the world’s eyes is considered the spiritual 
guide and director of the present government in Khar- 
toum. The verdict by the 12-person jury declared the 
defendant Badr-al-Din innocent of the three charges 
against him (two counts of assault and one count of assault 
causing grave injury). They did so because support to 
uphold the case was lacking due to contradictions and 
discrepancies in the statements of the prosecution 
witnesses. 


Instead of lowering the curtain on the case, the verdict 
has raised more debate. The verdict was received in 
Khartoum with further charges that “foreign agencies” 
had “engineered a plot.”’ The Sudanese media attacked 
the Canadian court’s decision as biased and unjust. 
Criticizing the verdict at a press conference in Khar- 
toum, Dr. al-Turadi said it was not fair. He noted that 
the attack had targeted him not as an individual, but as 
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‘‘a symbol of the Islamic revival.” The Popular Arab 
Islamic Conference (a grouping of radical, fundamen- 
talist, leftist, and nationalist movements that al-Turabi 
heads), which was meeting in Khartoum when the ver- 
dict was announced, issued a statement attacking the 
court’s decision. 


These reactions agreed in explicitly or implicitly 
charging foreign agencies with involvement in a ‘“‘con- 
spiracy”’ targeting al-Turabi and attempting to liquidate 
him. Al-Turabi was explicit about the matter in his talk 
to journalists after the Popular Arab Islamic Conference 
meeting. “There is,” he said, ““a complete organization 
behind the attack”—the one that targeted him in 
Canada. He indicated that “senior European officials” 
were involved, but he refused to identify them. 


The charges were a restatement of what Sudanese agen- 
cies, al-Turabi’s family, and some Arab fundamentalist 
movements linked to al-Turabi’s organization said in the 
first days after the attack about 19 months ago The 
Sudanese media talked from the beginning about an 
attempted assassination. Many NIF proteges wrote in 
newspapers about how there were hidden hands and 
foreign parties behind the case. A few days after the 
episode, al-Turabi’s family issued a statement signed by 
Hasan al-Turabi’s son, Sadiq al-Turabi, accusing foreign 
agencies of standing behind the attack and hinting that 
the attacker was “a tool of other agencies.” 


The statement leveled a number of charges against the 
Canadian authorities. It charged them with having 
refused to provide Dr. al-Turabi with protection during 
his visit, which included Toronto and Ottawa. The 
police were said to have arrived on the scene about 20 
minutes after the incident. It took about an hour to 
transport the victims to the hospital—from the occur- 
rence of the incident to arrival at the hospital. Al- 
Turabi’s family demanded that the Canadian authorities 
issue full information about the incident and its circum- 
stances. They warned that failure to maintain “justice 
and fairness in the proceedings of the case would lead to 
complications caused by injustice.” 


Conspiracy Theory 


Al-Turabi himself supported the conspiracy theory when 
about two months after the incident he spoke at a press 
meeting about how more than one agency was behind the 
attack. He indicated that two countries were involved, 
but refused to name them, saying that “the time has not 
yet arrived for that.” Others linked to Dr. al-Turabi by 
family or organizational ties joined in, though without 
leveling charges at one particular agency and without 
producing proof and documents to support the con- 
spiracy theory. Al-Turabi himself once talked about “a 
complete organization behind the attack.”” On another 
occasion he spoke about the involvement of “‘senior 
European officials,” and on a third occasion about “the 
involvement of two countries.” 


On the other hand, the Canadian police indicated that 
they had found no other suspects in the case and pressed 
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charges against Hashim Badr-al-Din alone. During the 
trial sessions, the defense attorney indicated that his 
client, Badr-al-Din, had attacked al-Turabi in moments 
of anger and excitement. If he had really wanted to kill 
al-Turabi, he could have done so while the NIF general 
secretary lay covered on the ground in front of him, 
unconscious after his head had hit the floor following the 
Badr-al-Din’s blow that had struck him. 


The defense attorney also stressed that his client had not 
attempted to flee. Had the episode been planned, he 
would have fled. He had an opportunity to do, as it took 
some time for the police to arrive on the scene. 


Badr-al-Din himself repeatedly insisted that the attack 
had been an individual act and that his motives had been 
political. He said that he had been at Ottawa Airport by 
coincidence to say goodbye to a friend, when he saw 
al-Turabi and his followers suddenly enter the airport. 
One should note that al-Turabi changed the time of his 
plane from 1800 to 1900 in the evening, a change known 
to only a few of the NIF general secretary’s aides and 
Sudanese embassy officials in Ottawa. 


Badr-al-Dir justified the attack as an expression of “a 
feeling of injustice with regard to what the Sudanese 
people were suffering from NIF rule.” He said that he 
“rejected what is being practiced in Sudan today in the 
name of Islam—things of which Islam is innocent.” In 
questioning, at the trial, and in his statements to the 
press, he denied having used karate in striking al-Turabi. 
He said that if he had wanted to use a karate technique, 
he would have used his foot in the attack, as most of his 
strength was concentrated in his foot. 


Badr-al-Din, who is a religious man and a Sufi, said he 
had been involved previously in heated debate with 
other members of the NIF leadership, with which he says 
he disagrees strongly. He spoke of a confrontation and 
altercation between himself and ’Ali "Uthman 
Muhammad Taha, al-Turabi’s deputy in the NIF leader- 
ship, in New York before a crowd of people and of 
altercations with other NIF leaders in other countries, all 
of them acrimonious. He said he should have liked to 
argue with al-Turabi, had the opportunity arisen for him 
in Canada. 


Conflicting Statements by Witnesses 


Argument over motives and circumstances will continue, 
given the sharp disagreement of viewpoint and accounts 
between the two sides and given the contradictions and 
discrepancies among the prosecution witnesses who 
appeared before the Canadian court that heard the case. 
Perhaps the witnesses’ contradictory statements played 
the greatest part in influencing the decision of the jury 
and the court, especially after one of the three main 
witnesses, Muhammad Ibrahim Rashid (a Somali who 
was one of al-Turab: s guards when the attack occurred) 
changed his account several times. In his statements 
after the incident describing the attack to the police, 
Rashid said that Badr-al-Din had attacked him also, just 
as he had attacked al-Turabi and Ahmad ’Uthman 
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Makki (one of al-Turabi's close aides who helped arrange 
the trip to the United States and Canada). During the 
trial, Rashid changed his account to say that he had been 
in the second car that accompanied al-Turabi to Ottawa 
Airport the evening of 25 May 1992 (the evening of the 
attack). He did not see the attack, because he entered the 
hall of the airport a few minutes after al-Turabi and 
Ahmad *Uthman Makki, at which time he saw al-Turabi 
stretched out on the floor, bleeding, while Badr-al-Din 
stood near al-Turabi shouting hostile political slogans. 


Under intense cross-examination by the defense 
attorney, Rashid admitted that he had not seen the 
attack on al-Turabi and that Badr-al-Din had not hit him 
personally, but had only tried to do so. Faced with the 
defense attorney's insistence, his pressure, and his 
demand for an explanation of the discrepancy in 
Rashid’s statements, the witness admitted that his first 
statements had not been correct, and he told the court 
that Ahmad ’Uthman Makki had suggested that he make 
such statements. 


It was clear throughout the court sessions that the 
strategy of Badr-al-Din’s defense attorney was based on 
showing discrepancies among the statements of the wit- 
nesses. He also concentrated on uncovering any gaps in 
the testimony of the main prosecution witness, Ahmad 
*Uthman Makki. Therefore the most heated court ses- 
sions were those that witnessed sharp confrontations 
between the defense attorney, Gary Barnes, and Makki, 
who is also considered an NIF leader. He has been 
responsible for NIF publicity and for coordinating NIF 
activities and contacts in the United States. The defense 
attorney demanded clarification of the motives for al- 
Turabi’s visit to Canada and whether it had taken place 
in the name of the Sudanese Government or in the name 
of an international Islamic organization. He also insisted 
on knowing the agency that had funded the trip. He 
rejected witness Makki’s assertion that ‘‘a friend” whose 
identity he did not reveal had arranged the funding. 


In a rapid-fire exchange of questions and answers, the 
defense attorney asked witness Makki about Dr. al- 
Turabi’s position in the current government in Sudan— 
whether he was the real ruler or had influence in the 
government—and in what capacity he had visited 
Canada. Makki replied that al-Turabi was a noted reli- 
gious figure and that he had visited Canada in that 
capacity and had discussed many general issues. As for 
the extent of his influence on the present Sudanese 
Government, he said it was a matter of debate and 
individual opinion. 


However, the defense attorney insisted on obtaining a 
more exact definition of al-Turabi’s position. Makki 
replied that al-Turabi presently holds the position of 
general secretary of the Khartoum-based Popular Arab 
Islamic Conference. Taking up the same thread once 
more, the attorney asked whether this organization was 
part of an international Islamic organization. 
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Attempting to prove his claim that al-Turabi led an 
international organization, the defense attorney went on 
to ask Ahmad ’Uthman Makki about his personal posi- 
tion and current source of support, why he divided his 
residence between Sudan and the United States, and 
about his organizational ties with al-Turabi. 


During the discussion about his residence in the United 
States, Makki was forced to withdraw his previous 
statements to the court that the reason for his presence in 
Chicago had been to obtain a graduate degree from the 
university there. About his source of support, he said he 
was drawing a salary from the Islamic Call Organization. 


Replying to the defense attorney’s questions, Makki 
mentioned that he was not working in the present 
government, nor had he worked in previous govern- 
ments in Sudan. He said his relation with al-Turabi was 
one of friendship, not a party relationship between a 
leader and his follower. He denied being a member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, saying that he had left the organi- 
zation 65 years ago because of disagreements over 
certain matters. 


Member of Parliament 


When the attorney insisted on knowing whether the wit- 
ness was a member of any political organization, Makki 
said he was connected only with a cultural, religious, and 
social organization—the NIF, which he refused to call a 
political party. However, the attorney returned to continue 
his questions on another occasion and asked Makki to 
inform the court whether during the now-ended demo- 
cratic period he had ever become a member of the 
Sudanese Constituent Assembly (Parliament) representing 
a particular body. Makki answered affirmatively, saying 
that he had won as an NIF candidate. 


As for his present job and capacity, Makki said he was an 
Islamic missionary in an international Islamic organiza- 
tion called “Islamic Call.” When the attorney during one 
session asked about the capacity in which he had stayed 
as a guest of the Sudanese charge d'affaires in Canada 
during his visit with al-Turabi to Ottawa, Makki replied 
that it had not occurred because he had a governmental 
capacity, but only because he had been a friend of the 
charge d'affaires since their student days together at 
Khartoum University. The attorney then questioned 
before the court how Makki could say that he and 
al-Turabi had no official capacity when he had already 
mentioned that the two had informed the Sudanese 
charge d’affaires of the tenor of their conversations with 
Canadian Government officials before heading to 
Ottawa Airport, where they were attacked. 


The defense attorney also got into an intense argument 
with Ahmad ’Uthman Makki over his description of the 
attack at the airport. Because Makki’s testimony was 
vital to the progress of the case, the attorney tried to cast 
doubt on it or demolish it completely by proving the 
existence of contradictions or discrepancies in it. For 
example, when Makki mentioned that he tried to inter- 
vene to protect al-Turabi by throwing himself on him 
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while the general secretary was stretched out motionless 
on the floor because of Badr-al-Din’s blow that had 
struck him, the attorney intervened to say that the 
witness’s version was inexact and that there were wit- 
nesses who could appear in court to say that the witness 
had quickly retreated when Badr-al-Din struck him and 
had taken refuge in the area behind the airport escalator. 
Makki rejected the attorney’s assertion and said he 
would be surprised if any witnesses said he had hidden 
behind the escalator. 


The defense attorney also contested Makki’s testimony 
that the defendant Badr-al-Din had tried to escape after 
his attack on al-Turabi. Attorney Barnes said that a 
number of witnesses as well as policemen had stated that 
Badr-al-Din remained in his place inside the airport until 
the police arrived 20 minutes later and arrested him. 


Al-Turabi, Looni 


During the questioning in court, the defense attorney 
indicated that al-Turabi had used an alias while in 
Canada. He referred to this name as Looni (Martin 
Looni, according to some sources). The defense attorney 
asked Makki whether he and al-Turabi were traveling 
under their real names. Makki replied that he himself 
had entered Canada under his real name, but he indi- 
cated that al-Turabi may have traveled under the name 
of H. Abdallah. (Al-Turabi’s full name is Hasan ’Abdal- 
lah al-Turabi). When the attorney asked Makki whether 
he knew a person named Looni and whether al-Turabi 
had used the name on his trip, the witness replied in the 
negative. 


Regardless of the name that al-Turabi used on his trip, he 
certainly used an alias when he arrived in Ottawa. For 
this reason, airport security officials, who did not know 
that al-Turabi was in the airport on that day, became 
confused. It should be noted that they were trying to wait 
for him in order to provide him protection. 


The available information indicates that Canadian intel- 
ligence sent the Ottawa police a warning about possible 
danger to al-Turabi, especially after the protest demon- 
strations that confronted him during his European and 
American tour and after he reached Toronto. But it 
seems that an error occurred because of technicalities in 
the Canadian system: instead of informing the 
Gloucester police, who have jurisdiction over the air- 
port, intelligence directed its information to the Ottawa 
police. 


An inspector named Phil Lockett from the Gloucester 
City Police, which has jurisdiction over the airport, 
informed AL-MAJALLAH that they learned of al- 
Turabi’s arrival at Ottawa Airport only at a later time, 
the morning of the day he arrived to meet officials in the 
Canadian Foreign Ministry. He indicated that the infor- 
mation they received from intelligence came late. 
Lockett added: ‘“‘The error came about because we were 
not informed of the alias under which al-Turabi was 
traveling. Thus, when we looked for al-Turabi’s name in 
the airport records, we did not find it.” 
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Similarly, no one informed the airport of the change in 
the scheduled departure of al-Turabi’s plane from 
Ottawa to Toronto the evening of 25 May. The security 
men waited half an hour at the airport. When al-Turabi 
did not arrive, they left the area, thinking that he might 
have changed his schedule. 


Al-Turabi in fact arrived about 20 minutes later, and the 
confrontation and attack then took place. 


Questions About Medical Report 


Other questions were raised during the trial, particularly 
regarding al-Turabi’s state of health immediately after 
the attack. The medical report submitted to the court, as 
well as the testimony of the physician Vasco da Silva, 
who supervised the treatment of al-Turabi, revealed that 
the NIF general secretary suffered a slight concussion to 
the brain and light swelling on the left side of the back of 
the head. Swelling was visible on his upper lip and some 
blood in his nose when he arrived at Civic Hospital in 
Ottawa the evening of 25 May after the attack on him. 


The report indicated that al-Turabi spent his first night 
in the hospital’s intensive care room. He was breathing 
normally. His blood pressure and heartbeat were also 
normal. Dr. da Silva told the Ottawa court that when 
al-Turabi was brought to the hospital, he responded to 
the verbal instructions he heard, but his replies to 
questions were not clear or logical. 


Da Silva said that al-Turabi was moved the next day (26 
May 1992) from intensive care to the brain surgery ward. 
He mentioned that he allowed a Sudanese physician to 
examine al-Turabi at the request of the patient’s family 
and that the physician advised using certain drugs in the 
treatment. 


A deterioration in al-Turabi’s health became visible after 
the third day in the hospital. Surveying and mapping 
operations indicated a larger concussion to the brain. 
Al-Turabi completely lost the power to speak and 
appeared severely fatigued and dizzy. He therefore had 
to be returned to intensive care. 


According to the physician’s report, about a week after 
his admission to the hospital, al-Turabi developed a 
reaction to one of the drugs given him. The defense 
attorney at the trial questioned why Dr. da Silva had 
allowed another physician from outside the hospital (the 
physician that al-Turabi’s family summoned) to examine 
al-Turabi and interfere in his treatment. The attorney 
also raised a number of other questions about whether 
Dr. da Silva knew al-Turabi’s medical history. The 
doctor denied any knowledge of it. 


The subsequent deterioration of al-Turabi’s health raised 
questions. There was a discussion of whether the blow he 
had received during the attack had caused the damage or 
whether his head’s hitting the floor had caused the 
concussion. 
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Al-Turabi remained in the Canadian hospital about 25 
days. Not until 13 June 1992, 19 days after entering the 
hospital, did he regain his ability to talk, according to the 
medical report submitted to the Ottawa court. 


Indications by the physician that al-Turabi may need 
long subsequent treatment in a specialized European or 
American hospital have raised speculations about the 
effects of the incident on him. 


[Box, p 22] 


The Attack 


The attack on al-Turabi took place the evening of 25 
May 1992 at Ottawa Airport. 


Al-Turabi was trying to catch a plane from Ottawa to 
Toronto. With him were NIF leader Ahmad ’Uthman 
Makki and a Somali companion named Muhammad 
Ibrahim. There was also a Pakistani with Canadian 
citizenship named Ziyad Muzaffar, who helped arrange 
the NIF general secretary’s visit to Canada. 


Hashim Badr-al-Din, according to accounts, was at the 
airport saying goodbye to one of the Sudanese who had 
come from Toronto to take part in a protest demonstra- 
tion against al-Turabi in Ottawa. 


According to statements by Hashim Badr-al-Din and 
eyewitnesses, when Badr-al-Din saw al-Turabi hurry into 
the airport, he ran toward him shouting political slogans 
in Arabic and English: “Murderer, murderer! Terrorist, 
terrorist!” 


Ahmad ’Uthman Makki tried to block Badr-al-Din and 
push him away, but the latter slapped Makki hard with 
his right hand, forcing him to retreat. 


Hashim Badr-al-Din says that he struck al-Turabi a 
single blow on the face. Al-Turabi fell; his head struck 
the floor, and he lost consciousness. 


The Somali companion, Muhammad Ibrahim, tried to 
grab Hashim Badr-al-Din, but the latter wheeled round 
and pushed him back; so Ibrahim withdrew. Ziyad 
Muzaffar also tried to approach Badr-al-Din, but 
stopped when the latter turned to confront him. 


Badr-al-Din remained in his place shouting his political 
slogans. The police arrived on the scene about 20 min- 
utes later. An ambulance arrived afterward to take 
al-Turabi and Makki to the hospital. 


Badr-al-Din revealed in his statements that he was taken 
to the hospital for treatment of his hand, which was 
bleeding. He said that during the scuffle between him 
and al-Turabi, the latter bit him on the hand. 


Badr-al-Din was taken later to the police station to make 
a statement. He was released two days later to appear in 
court on 2 June 1992, at which time he was charged with 
three counts of assault. 
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Because al-Turabi made no statements to the police, the 
only versions of the incident were those by Hashim 
Badr-al-Din, Ahmad ‘Uthman Makki, Muhammad Ibra- 
him, and Ziyad Muzaffar, in addition to a few Canadian 
eyewitnesses who had been at the airport. 


Al-Turabi did not appear in court. The prosecutor said that 
the NIF general secretary had informed the authorities that 
he recalled no details of the attack. 


[Box, p 24] 


Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi 


¢ Born in Kassala, eastern Sudan, in 1932. 

¢ General secretary of the Sudanese National Islamic 
Front (NIF) and the Popular Arab Islamic Conference. 

e Studied at universities in Britain and France, 
obtained doctorate from the Sorbonne. 

¢ Lecturer, then dean of Khartoum University’s 
Faculty of Law. 

¢ Author of a number of books. 

¢ Learned Arabic language and Islamic law from his 
father, a well-known Islamic court judge. 

* Is in close contact with Islamic movements in a 
number of countries, especially relatively newly 
founded organizations. 

¢ Slight in build, medium height. 

¢ Married to Wisal al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, sister of the 
former prime minister and Ummah Party leader 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi. 

¢ Speaks English and French, reads German. 

¢ Held ministerial posts in al-Numayri’s administration 
and in the third democratic period (1986-89). 


[Box, p 25] 


Hashim Badr-al-Din Muhammad 


¢ Born in 1957 in Omdurman. 

* Religious, a Sufi. 

¢ Began his athletic activity in childhood with swim- 
ming, gymnastics, basketball, volleyball, and then 
judo (Sudanese champion). Finally he took up karate, 
where he rose from amateur to professional champion 
(world heavy weight champion in 1982). 

e Grandson of Sudanese historian Muhammad ’Abd- 
al-Rahim. His father was professor of physical educa- 
tion at a number of Sudanese schools. 

¢ Height approximately 2.2 meters, weight approxi- 
mately 104 kilos, foot size 32 centimeters. He says 
that most of his strength in karate is concentrated in 
his foot. 

¢ In Japan, where he received part of his training and 
participated in world championships, newspapers 
sometimes referred to him as “the human tower” and 
“the giant African demon.” 

¢ Third of eight siblings; married, with a son and 
daughter. 


| 
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TUNISIA 


Regional Statistics for Development Fund Reported 
94AF0127 Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
22 Feb 94 p § 


[Article signed N.O.: “The FNS-2626 (National Soli- 
darity Fund) Program for 1994; 151,000 Recipients, 142 
Towns, and 302 Projects’—first paragraph is LA 
PRESSE DE TUNISIE introduction] 


[Text] ““The sustained rate at which the first 1993 install- 
ment was completed provided a good argument in favor of 
an ambitious 1994 program,” according to Mr. Abdelkrim 
Azaiez, FNS [National Solidarity Fund] president. 


Thanks to the climate of confidence established in the 
country since the change, and thanks to the sunshine 
measures adopted with respect to the handling of col- 
lected funds, the programs launched by the FNS (2626) 
in 1993 were very successful. This success marks the 
emergence of an unprecedented spirit of solidarity in 
Tunisia which, with this unique experiment, has found 
the most efficient way to enable mutual aid and soli- 
darity to take root among citizens, and to fight poverty 
wherever it may be. 


Already, the results achieved are more than satisfactory 
since 27 million dinars[D] were spent in 108 different 
towns on behalf of 141,600 destitute individuals and to 
start 272 projects. 


The projects, launched in the country’s disadvantaged, 
remote, and isolated regions aim to improve the living 
conditions of citizens, in particular the underprivileged, 
to promote their integration in their respective environ- 
ment, and to create conditions enabling them to settle 
down. This is why priority is given to infrastructure 
projects in these still underdeveloped regions, to provide 
them with electricity, drinking water, paved and 
unpaved roads, schools and medical clinics, and eventu- 
ally to create stable jobs, especially in farming. 


In this respect, Mr. Abdelkrim Azaiez, chairman of the 
FNS standing commission indicated yesterday, at a press 
conference, that “‘the sustained rate at which the first 
1993 installment was completed provided a good argu- 
ment in favor of an ambitious 1994 program.” Besides, 
the restricted ministers council of 17 February took note 
with pleasure of the satisfactory completion of the FNS 
1993 programs and of the new projects adopted for 1994, 
to which D35 million were allocated. 


All Regions Affected 


To assess the impact of the projects started in 1993, Mr. 
Abdelkrim Azaiez enumerated the construction of 2,830 
housing units, 18 primary schools, 29 clinics, and 257 
km of roads of which 120 km were paved. 


All of the country’s remote, isolated, and poor regions 
were affected by these programs. And the people in these 
regions, which could not be provided with water or 
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electricity under ordinary government programs, can 
now measure the results of this beautiful instance of 
national solidarity initiated by President Ben Ali. 


To ensure that these people remain on location, special 
programs designed to improve their living conditions were 
already launched, and financing of up to D1.6 million was 
provided by the Rural Development Program. 


The 1994 program promises to be ambitious since it will 
affect 151,000 individuals and 142 towns, and will 
involve the completion of 302 projects. 


This program was prepared on the basis of objective 
criteria adopted after consultations with regional author- 
ities and visits on location by members of the FNS 
standing commission. 


The Northwest and West Central Regions 


Mr. Abdelkrim Azaiez announced that the second 
installment of the programs launched in November 1993 
will be completed by next May. He added that cost 
control was an essential consideration in completing 
these projects. There is no secret in that, considering that 
contractors who take on FNS-financed projects cut their 
profit margins to a minimum, that technical studies are 
performed in the regions for free, and that FNS manage- 
ment is so flexible that construction companies are 
reimbursed for their expenses without delay. 


As far as the regional distribution of projects and credits 
is concerned, we can say that the northwest and west 
central regions were those that benefitted most from 
FNS projects. 


Assessment by Academics 


To fight poverty and the lack of infrastructures, the north- 
west region was granted a budget of D6.7 million in 1993; 
this amount was increased to D9.4 million in 1994. The 
west central region (Kasserine, Kairouan, and Sidi Bouzid) 
will be allocated about D6.2 million in 1994. 


Mr. Abdelkrim Azaiez indicated that, following the 
completion of the first 1993 program instalment, the 
standing commission invited academics and researchers 
from the Tunis University Center for Economic and 
Social Studies and Research to give their opinion on the 
methods used to establish priorities and select towns and 
projects, and to evaluate the impact of these projects on 
the beneficiaries. On the whole, the evaluation of these 
experts was satisfactory. 


Mr. Abdelkrim Azaiez concluded by estimating that, in 
spite of the considerable effort made, there is still a long 
way to go, which means that the national solidarity effort 
must be consolidated in order to fight poverty efficiently. 


Besides, at the restricted ministers council of 17 Feb- 
ruary, the chief of state recommended to develop a plan 
so that the FNS could operate in all the dark areas within 
the next seven years. 
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Actually, 1,780 dark areas have been identified to date, 
with a total population of | million; these zones include 


18,258 slums and 79,730 poor families. 


A 1992 evaluation of the credits required to reach all these 
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areas shows that at least D714 million must be found. 


Today, we have somehow completed the first few steps, 
which are also the most difficult. But now that confidence 
and sunshine methods characterize the allocation of these 
credits in the new Tunisia, the spirit of solidarity will be 
expected to express itself more strongly. Its scope and 
significance are of crucial importance and, with the confi- 
dence that now prevails in the country, it should find more 
than one way to thrive. 





FNS Projects Breakdown and Cost—1994 
(thousands of dinars) 































































































Governorates | Number Number of | Population Electric Drinking | Housing| Dirt Health | Schools| Miscel- Total 
of Delegations Power Water Roads | Clinics laneous 
Zanes 

Kasserine 9 8 10,250 1,079 755 109 40 25 18 - 2,026 
S. Bouzid 10 8 11,450 1,579 105 131 - 45 40 - 1,900 
Kairouan 5 5 5,870 392 395 - 1,470 - 2,257 
West Central 24 21 27,570 3,050 1,255 240 1,510 70 58 - 6,183 
Region 

Siliana 6 6 4,598 1,266 388 592 454 - - - 2,700 
Beja 5 5 2,300 337 528 - 1,025 135 68 - 2,093 
Kef 4 4 2,636 1,015 800 . 420 50 85 2,370 
Jendouba 5 5 8,210 769 150 195 1,025 120 4\ - 2,300 
Northwest 20 20 17,744 3,387 1,866 787 2,924 305 194 - 9,463 
Region 

Nabeul 5 5 2,380 551 235 - 240 - - 1,026 
Bizerte 6 4 6,091 1,313 20 100 330 35 17 1,815 
Ben Arous 6 5 5,722 105 10 11 1,182 - - 1,308 
Ariana 6 4 3,375 143 42.5 - 540 85 - 150 960.5 
Zaghouan 4 3 2,031 412 395 62 264 45 66 : 1,244 
Tunis 5 3 23,250 - - 565 7 - 925 1,490 
Northeast 32 24 42,849 2,524 702.5 173 3,121 165 83 1,075 7,843.5 
Region 

Mahdia 7 5 6,285 774 220 35 427 - - 1,456 
Monastir 5 4 2,707 62 103 91.5 655 - 18 20.5 950 
Sousse 11 8 12,006 279 280.5 44.5 405 40 - 1,049 
Sfax 7 4 12,872 1,194 - - 45 1,239 
East Central 30 21 33,870 2,309 603.5 171 1,487 85 18 20.5 4,694 
Region 

Mednine 5 5 1,258 330 419 - 665 35 25 - 1,474 
Tataouine 5 2 2,790 392 472 60 : - - - 924 
Gabes 7 5 3,430 806 250 - 350 - 30 - 1,436 
Southeast 17 12 7,478 1,528 1,141 60 1,015 35 55 - 3,834 
Region 

Kebili 5 3 9,000 5.2 75.8 15 475 100 - - 671 
Tozeur 5 3 9,250 30 44 1,457 221 - - - 452 
Gafsa 9 6 4,000 1,030 400 - 44g 25 - 1,903 
Southwest 19 12 22,250 1,065.2 519.8 172 1,144 125 3,026 
Region 

Grand Total 142 110 151,761 13,863 6,088 1,603 11,201 785 408 1,095.5 | 35,043.5 
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Planned Projects and Credits 
(thousands of dinars) 

Projects Number of Projects Credits Allocated 

1993 1994 1993 1994 
Electric power 56 98 7,356 13,863 
Paved and cirt roads 70 66 10,315 11,201 
Drinking water 60 61 6,222 6,088 
Improved housing 36 4) 1,627 1,603 
Health clinics 27 18 850 785 
Classrooms 19 12 615 408 
Other facilities 4 6 50 1,095 
Total 272 302 27,035 35,043 

Credits Breakdown by Region 
(thousands of dinars) 
Regions Credits 
(Number of governorates) 1993 1994 
Northwest (4) 6,751 9,463 
West Central (3) 4,575 6,183 
Northeast (6) 5,780 7,843 
East Central (4) 3,249 4,694 
Southeast (3) 3,724 3,834 
Southwest (3) 2,986 3,026 
Total 27,035 35,043 
Project Completion Rate—End of January 1994 

1993 Projects-First installment 0-19% 20-39% 40-69% 70-99% 100% Total 
Electric power - : 1 3 27 41 
Dirt roads 3 2 I 8 40 54 
Drinking water 1 | 3 5 30 40 
Schools - 1 - 10 il 
Health clinic - 1 3 18 22 
Housing - 1 5 10 13 29 
Other facilities i - - - 3 4 
Total 5 6 10 29 151 201 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Planning Ministry Reports GDP, Oil Revenues 


Budget Surplus in 1993 
94A4E0087A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 17 Feb 94 p 10 


[Article by Shafiq al-Asadi] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—Shaykh Humayyid Bin-Ahmad al- 
Mu’alla, the planning minister in the United Arab Emir- 
ates [UAE], said that the economy of the UAE grew at 
the rate of 2.4 percent in 1994 compared to 1993. 


He said that the UAE was able to cope with the crisis 
caused by the drop in oil prices in 1993 because of its 
strong economy, which enabled it to absorb the shocks of 
the crisis and to adapt to changes in the world oil market. 


He stressed that 1993 will have seen a budget surplus, 
similar to that achieved in 1992, due to a drop in 
allocations for security, continued spending control, and 
an increase in government sources. 


The Planning Ministry said yesterday in press state- 
ments that the 1993 budget will achieve a surplus due to 
a drop in security expenditures following the end of the 
Gulf war, continued spending control, the combatting of 
waste, and the speed with which efforts were made to 
renew and increase governmental sources. 


The expected budget deficit for 1993 of 1.7 billion 
dirham [UD] failed to materialize, because state expen- 
ditures were less than the approximately UD17.6 billion 
estimated in the 1993 budget, and less than state reve- 
nues, which totaled UD15.9 billion. 


Financial sources expect this situation to continue in 
1994, when expenditures and revenues are expected to 
total about $17.6 billion and $16.3 billion respectively. 


The government stresses, in the 1994 draft budget 
announced last week, that the deficit fell by about UD1.3 
billion, and that the ministries’ revenues from fees 
increased by UD500 million. 


The approximately UD1.3 billion 1994 estimated budget 
deficit will also be imaginary. The 1994 budget is also 
expected to realize a surplus, because the allocations 
provided in it are not all expected to be implemented. 
Unspent allocations generally pertain to investment 
projects that are not implemented at the designated time. 


The planning minister stressed that the UAE’s economy 
will experience a discernible recovery, and that the 
expansion that began in 1992/1993 will continue in 1994 
due to: the government’s promotion of new investments 
in different areas; tangible development in private-sector 
activity, especially production activity; and the trend 
toward regional stability. 
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The region is expected to see extensive trading activity in 
which the UAE is expected to play a key role based on 
the commercial and financial position it enjoys. 


He said, “These expectations are based on the continued 
remediation of the economic problems that have faced the 
UAE. This remediation has resulted in a surplus in the 
general budget, the development of the non-oil sectors in 
the economy, the achievement of greater cooperation with 
the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council, the encour- 
agement of investment between the Gulf countries, the 
establishment of a securities market, the establishment of 
unified customs, and the opening of Gulf markets to each 
other, which will help achieve positive growth.” 


He added that expectations of growth in the UAE are 
also based on: the ability of the UAE’s economy to 
absorb the effect of the drop in oil prices; the UAE's 
joining of the GATT agreement that will begin to be 
implemented in 1995; and the achievement of greater 
cooperation with Gulf, Arab, and developing countries. 


He stressed that the UAE made a number of economic 
decisions this year that have enabled it to cope with and 
surmount many circumstances and to generate balanced 
development. 


He said, “The UAE saw a tangible improvement in 1993. 
It began to move beyond the effects of the Gulf crisis.” 
He pointed to a clear improvement in the gross product, 
current surplus, and balance of payments, and to an 
increase in total fixed capital formation. He said, ““Many 
factors have helped improve performance, including the 
recovery in the non-oil sectors, the realization of a 
surplus in the general budget, and a drop in the volume 
of transfers abroad, which had the greatest effect on the 
balance of payments.” 


Shaykh Humayyid Bin-Ahmad al-Mu/alla stressed that the 
government of the UAE was able in 1993 to overcome the 
obstacles in its path, the most salient being the budget 
deficit that had emerged in previous years. Due to the 
government’s efforts, he, added, a surplus was realized in 
the 1992 budget. He expects this surplus to continue in 
1993 based on the emergence of encouraging factors, e.g., 
a reduction in defense spending, continued spending 
control, and an increase in government sources. 


GNP Statistics for 1993 
94AE0087B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 17 Feb 94 p 10 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—The UAE’s [United Arab Emirate] 
GNP rose in 1993 to 131.6 billion dirhams [UD] 
($35.853 billion), compared to UD130.1 billion 
($35.449 billion) in 1992 and UD126.2 billion ($34.38 
billion) in 1991. National income rose to UD108.5 
billion in 1993 ($29.56 billion), compared to UD107.5 
billion ($29.29 billion) in 1992. 


The Planning Ministry states in a report it released 
yesterday that the UAE’s population in 1993 totaled 
about 2.083 million, compared to 2.011 million in 1992 
and 1.908 million in 1991. 
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The Ministry states in its report, a copy of which was 
obtained by AL-HAYAH, that the number of workers in 
the UAE rose to 794,400 in 1993, compared to 769,300 
in 1992. The labor force, most of which is foreigners, 
constitutes 39.5 percent of the population. 


The Ministry reports that wages in 1993 totaled UD31.6 
billion ($8.6 billion). It did not disclose how much of this 
sum was transferred abroad, but independent estimates 
place transfers abroad at more than $3 billion annually. 


The Ministry states that national savings at the end of 
1993 totaled UD17.8 billion ($4.85 billion), compared to 
UD23.9 billion ($6.51 billion) in 1992, a drop of UD6.1 
billion compared to 1992. The Ministry states that final 
consumption expenditure in 1993 rose to UD86.5 
billion, compared to UD81.2 billion in 1992. 


Governmental consumption expenditure rose to UD23.4 
billion in 1993, compared to UD22.8 billion in 1992. 
Private final consumption expenditure rose to UD63.1 
billion in 1993, compared to UDS58.3 billion in 1992. 


The report states that total fixed capital formation rose 
to UD30.1 billion in 1993, compared to UD29.8 billion 
in 1992. Governmental fixed capital formation in 1993 
totaled UD9.8 billion. Fixed capital formation for the 
business sector totaled UD20.3 billion. The Ministry 
estimates in its report that the UAE’s commodity 
imports totaled about UD67.6 billion in 1993, compared 
to UD64.2 billion in 1992 and UDS1.1 billion in 1991. 


The report estimates that commodity exports totaled 
about UD8.52 billion in 1993, compared to UD86 
billion in 1992 and UD81.8 billion in 1991. The trade 
balance surplus dropped to UD17.5 billion, compared to 
UD21.8 billion in 1992 and UD30.7 billion in 1991. The 
net value of imports, except for re-export, totaled about 
UD46.8 billion in 1993, compared to UD43.9 and 
UD35.7 billion in 1991 and 1992 respectively. The 
current surplus in the balance of payments totaled about 
UDS.1 billion in 1993, compared to UD11.5 billion and 
UD6 billion in 1991 and 1992 respectively. 


Product Revenues for 1993 
94A4E0087C London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 20 Feb 94 p 10 


[Article by Shafiq al-Asadi] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—The UAE’s [United Arab Emirate] 
crude oil revenues in 1993 dropped by 1.766 billion 
dirhams [UD] (about $600 million) to UD51.350 billion 
($13.99 billion) relative to its crude oil revenues in 1992, 
which totaled UD53.116 billion ($14.5 billion). This 
drop is attributed to the decline in crude oil prices that 
occurred in the second half of 1993. 


The UAE’s crude oil revenues in 1993 constituted 39 
percent of its gross product, which totaled about 
UD131.6 billion. 


The Planning Ministry, in preliminary estimates published 
yesterday on economic developments in the UAE in 1993, 
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stressed that the decline in oil revenues was accompanied 
by an increase in the non-oil sectors’ share of gross 
product, which totaled UD80.310 billion ($21.88 billion), 
compared to UD77.047 billion ($20.99 billion) in 1992. 


Most of the oil revenues in the UAE go to the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. 


According to 1992 estimates, the oil sector in each of the 
emirates contributed the following to the UAE’s 
domestic product: Abu Dhabi, UD43.541 billion; Dubai, 
UD8.394 billion; al-Shariqah, UD10.061 billion; Ra’s 
al-Khaymah, UD120 million. 


Of all of the emirates, Abu Dhabi’s oil output contributes 
the most to the GDP. The Planning Ministry states that 
Abu Dhabi’s gross product rose to UD81.692 billion in 
1993, compared to UD80.979 billion in 1992 and 
UD79.9 billion in 1991, despite the drop in oil prices. 


The gross product of the Emirate of Dubai rose to 
UD31.200 billion in 1993, compared to UD30.729 
billion in 1992 and UD28.967 billion in 1991. 


The gross product of the Emirate of al-Shariqah rose to 
UD10.322 billion in 1993, compared to UD10.194 bil- 
lion in 1992 and UD9.616 billion in 1991. 


The gross product of the Emirate of "Ajman rose to 
UD1.602 billion in 1993, compared to UD1.562 billion 
in 1992 and UD1.489 billion in 1991. The gross product 
of the Emirate of Umm al-Qaywayn rose to UD873 
million in 1993, compared to UD852 million in 1992 
and UD800 million in 1991. 


The gross product of the Emirate of Ra’s al-Khaymah 
rose to UD3.941 billion in 1993, compared to UD3.860 
billion in 1992 and UD3.655 billion in 1991. The gross 
product of the Emirate of al-Fujayrah rose to UD2.030 
billion in 1992, compared to UD1.987 billion and 
UD1.788 billion during 1992 and 1991 respectively. 


The UAE’s GDP in 1993 rose to UD131.660 billion, 
compared to UD1 30.163 billion in 1992. 


The UAE Planning Ministry stated that the different 
production sectors recorded varying degrees of develop- 
ment. The most salient development was the drop in the 
value of the output of the extraction (crude oil) indus- 
tries to UD51.350 billion in 1993, compared to 
UDS53.116 billion in 1992. However, the value of the 
output of the other extraction industries rose to UD369 
million, compared to UD355 million in 1992. 


The share of manufacturing industries rose to UD10.891 
billion, compared to UD9.942 billion in 1992. During 
the same period, the share of the electricity and water 
sector rose from UD2.869 billion to UD2.961 billion; 
that of the building and construction sector rose from 
UD11.125 to UD11.582 billion; that of the wholesale 
and retail trade and hotel sector rose from UD13.020 
billion to UD13.382 billion; and that of the transport, 
storage, and communications sector rose from UD7.167 
billion to UD7.390 billion. 
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IRAN 


Ne’matzadeh Outlines Industry Sector’s Activities 


94LA0106A Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
10 Feb 94 p 12 


[Text] Economics Division. During the eight years of the 
sacred defense, despite serious damage, our nation’s 
industries were the greatest support for our natior’s 
sacred defense against oppression and aggression. 


Great efforts were made at the beginning of the First 
Five-Year Plan to make use of unused capacities after 
reconstruction. 


Some people believed that development of the country 
without industrial development was impossible. 


In any case, after reconstruction our nation’s industries are 
striving, as they reach their ultimate production capacity, 
to find a place for themselves in the international market. 


To discuss the nature of the nation’s industrial situation, 
we spoke with Engineer Mohammad Reza Ne’matzadeh, 
minister of industries, and we devote today’s page to the 
economic achievements of the Islamic revolution. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is the Ministry of 
Industry’s area of responsibility since the triumph of the 
Islamic revolution? 


[Ne’matzadeh] Before the triumph of the Islamic revo- 
lution a ministry called Industries and Mines had the 
responsibility of managing the nation’s industries and 
mines. After the triumph of the Islamic revolution, in the 
year 1360 [21 March 1981-20 March 1982] a part of this 
ministry became the Ministry of Mines and Metals, 
which took on the responsibility of managing basic 
mines and metals. About a year later a part of this 
ministry became the Ministry of Heavy Industries, 
which took on the tasks of vehicle manufacture, 
machinery manufacture, and foundry operations. 


What was left of this ministry continued to operate as the 
Ministry of Industries, which covered 80 percent of the 
producing units and 75 percent of the nation’s added 
value and industrial employment. It now serves the 
Islamic nation with electrical and electronic industries, 
foods and drugs, chemicals and cellulose, textiles and 
leather, nonmetallic minerals, and light metals as its 
areas of oversight. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Was the separation of these 
ministries successful in practice? 


[Ne’matzadeh] Conditions at that time required that 
such a division take place, because the flight of the 
owners of industries and the stagnation of the industrial 
sector demanded that the government take over the 
management of industries. During the war investors 
were not willing to get involved in the production sector 
and produce basic needs. Thus it was quite necessary for 
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the government to take over management of the nation’s 
affairs, including industries. 


In my view this was a natural decision, which took place 
over a period of time. Now that conditions have returned 
to normal, it would be better to consolidate these 
organizations to make better use of them. 


Because the policies of privatization esepcially must not 
be carried out in haste, along with the transfer of 
producing units, it is also better gradually to reconsoli- 
date, because the government wants to do the work of 
supervision, planning, and guidance. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What effect did the war have 
on the nation’s light industries? 


{[Ne’matzadeh] Under this ministry industries were 
divided into two sectors, the ones that produce basic and 
necessary goods, and the ones that do not. During the 
war the first sector continued to operate, and it some- 
times even expanded with the production of needed 
goods. However, because of the imposed war it was not 
possible to reform their economic structure. Because of 
shortages the second sector reduced production, its 
unused capacities increased and it was not able to 
develop. Of course during the First Five-Year Plan we 
were unable to make use of these capacities and develop 
them to some extent. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Does this mean that the war 
had a negative effect on industry? 


[Ne’matzadeh] In my view, considering the fact that we 
were unable to depend on ourselves and move in the 
direction of creativity and prosperity, the war was a 
blessing, just as His Holiness the Imam (peace be upon 
him) said. 


From an economic standpoint, however, because of the 
stagnation and failure of the economy to move, our 
industrial and investment foundations have become 
weak. Therefore, because of the limitations and imple- 
mentation of the controls of that time, to some extent 
work initiative was lost. Even so, I think that a compar- 
ison with wartime and nonwartime conditions with 
regard to industry is not a fair comparison, because in 
two separate periods two separate policies were in effect. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What policy was used for 
postwar industrial reconstruction? 


Was the reconstruction done in the traditional way, or 
was it done along with modernization and development? 


[Ne’matzadeh] The necessary changes were made in 
most of the required situations. Sometimes development 
also took place along with the reconstruction. In most 
cases even structural reform took place. In some cases, 
however, it was necessary to complete the reconstruction 
in two phases. 


At the Khorramshahr Soap Factory, development and 
modernization was done along with the reconstruction. 
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Of course, | must add that until the first year of the First 
Five-Year Plan, in a 12-year period amortization was 
proceeding at twice the rate of new investments. In other 
words, our industries are wearing out rapidly. 


Along with the new investments, we set out to rebuild 
producing units. Perhaps our oldest industries are in the 
food and textile sectors. Of course, some of them are also 
in the cement sector. Fortunately, reconstruction has 
taken place in more than 100 units. However, we still 
have many units in the textiles sector that are completely 
worn out. To replace them we activated the Ghadir 
Machine Manufacturing Plant to build 50 spinning 
machines and 1,400 weaving machines. Unfortunately, 
despite the payment of foreign exchange to this unit, 
which is under the mantle of the Ministry of Heavy 
Industries, its performance has been unsuccessful and 
there have been many delays in the delivery of the 
machines. We hope that the reconstruction in the textiles 
sector will be done as quickly as possible with the 
delivery of these machines. 


There has also been good reconstruction and capacity 
creation in the cement industries. In the sugar cube 
factories, which are in excess of 35 units, we had eight 
inoperative units at the time of the beginning of the 
Five-Year Plan. Today seven of those units are back in 
the production circuit, and the eighth one, which is 50 
years old, is being rebuilt. In view of the fact that no 
sugar cube factories have been built since the triumph of 
the Islamic revolution despite the increase in the produc- 
tion of sugar beets, this year we had the greatest use of 
the beets and we set a record for sugar cube production. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What was the nature of the 
performance of the Ministry of Industries under the First 
Five-Year Plan? Did you reach the goals in the plan or 
not? 


[Ne’matzadeh] The best judge of this is the people 
themselves, who can judge the performance of the 
Ministry of Industries. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Even so, I wish to note that it 
is the performance of industry that must be evaluated, 
not that of the officials. Thus what has been achieved 1s 
the result of the labors of industrialists and the nation’s 
hard-working laborers. 


{Ne’matzadeh] Before I paint a picture of these perfor- 
mances in the framework of statistics and figures, I must 
discuss the policies, which are among the government’s 
main responsibilities, and have to do with this ministry 
in the industrial sector. 


First of all, the obstacles in the path of industry, such as 
limitations on the issuance of agreements in principle, on 
capital investment, and production, which were removed 
over a period of six months. In other words, it may be said 
that we freed industry from excessive regulation, and the 
prerogatives were turned over to the provinces so the 
decision making would be decentralized. 
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A system for supervision and inspection was established 
with the collection of reports from the units. The statis- 
tics system was reinforced, first-hand inspections were 
conducted, model units were selected, and model 
exporters were selected from among the 25,000 existing 
units, which was a very good experience. 


Other achievements by the Ministry of Industries to 
improve industry included the creation of sound compe- 
tition and the establishment of a policy to break up 
monopolies. 


The ministry also encouraged the formation of specialist 
organizations and encouraged the nation’s economic and 
monetary system and also the banks to invest in the 
industrial sector, which brought a good return despite 
the limitations. 


The ministry created encouragement mechanisms to 
develop industries in the deprived areas and it also 
established privileges in foreign exchange and construc- 
tion materials and encouraged educational and research 
activities, whose manifestation can be seen in the 
producing units. 


The deregulation of prices was another important step 
for industrial development. It was in the framework of 
the above policies that the following statistical results 
were achieved. 


The growth in added value for four years in the indus- 
tries under this ministry was 10.5 percent, while this 
figure was projected at 6.5 percent in the Five-Year Plan. 
We hope that by the end of the Five-Year Plan (the 
five-year performance) this figure will reach 8.5 percent. 
The projected figure in the Five-Year Plan is 7.5 percent. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] It appears that the growth in 
added value began with good speed and then dropped 
sharply. What is the reason? 


{[Ne’matzadeh] The reason for the initial jump was the 
abundant initial effort to fill the nation’s gap in the 
production of industrial goods, which was made based 
on the stagnation and the war. 


Of course it was also the government’s view that in the 
first years of the Five-Year Plan we should have more 
activity than the final years in order to get results more 
quickly. 


For example, in the first years of the Five-Year Plan 
many of the slow development projects were in cement 
and construction materials. However, we were forced to 
expedite production of construction materials. 


Many of the goods on the black market were very 
expensive due to their short supply, and the differences 
between the costs of production and consumption were 
very high. On this basis, we had to increase supply to fill 
this gap. 


In any case the 8.5 percent growth was the result of 
increased industrial production. For example, during 
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recent years 3.5 million tons of sugar cubes and sugar 
was produced. In the year 1367 [21 March 1988 - 20 
March 1989] the year’s production of sugar cubes and 
sugar was 640,000 tons. Last year we reached the figure 
of 830,000 tons, which is the nation’s highest record. 


During the last four years in the country about 2.6 
million tons of vegetable shortening was produced and 
refined. In the year 1367 [21 March 1988 - 20 March 
1989] the figure was 357,000 tons. Last year this figure 
reached 608,000 tons, and this again was a national 
record. We hope to reach a higher figure this year. 


With regard to cemeni, in the year 1367 [21 March 1988 
- 20 March 1989] we produced 12.2 million tons. Last 
year this figure reached 15.1 million tons, and we hope it 
will reach 16 million tons this year. 


In the household necessities sector, in the year 1367 [21 
March 1988 -20 March 1989] about 50 [as published] 
color televisions were produced. Last year this figure 
reached 250,000. In the year 1367 275,000 refrigerators 
and freezers were produced, and in the year 1371 [21 
March 1992 - 20 March 1993] this figure reached 
850,000. 


In the area of paper and cardboard, in the year 1367 [21 
March 1988 - 20 March 1989] production was 93,000 
tons. Last year this figure reached 172,000 tons, and we 
hope it will be more this year. Of course more than 2,000 
kinds of goods are produced under the mantle of the 
Ministry of Industries, of which I have mentioned only a 
few examples. 


In general, we have had increased production in all areas. 
For example, in the pharmaceutical industries sector, 
which is one of society’s basic goods, in the year 1367 [21 
March 1988 - 20 March 1989] a total of 8.8 billion drug 
items were produced. This figure reached 12 billion last 
year, and in the current year, despite the foreign exchange 
limitations, in the first nine months of the year [21 March 
- 21 December 1993] we have produced the same amount 
as the year 1367. About 90 percent of the drugs consumed 
in the country are produced domestically. 


We have had good creation of capacity and if the invest- 
ment limitations were removed, we could increase produc- 
tion to a level higher than the nation’s consumption. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] The statistics on the produc- 
tion of pharmaceuticals are quite hopeful, but unfortu- 
nately in society one continues to see drug shortages. 
How can this be explained? 


[Ne’matzadeh] Policy-making on drug production is the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Health Care, Treatment 
and Medical Education, and the industrial sector follows 
their policies. 


In my view one of the problems may be that the 
constituent elements of drug production are not correct, 
meaning that production is high for some items and 
insufficient for others. Another point is that late last year 
due to foreign exchange limitations, production was 
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limited for items whose foreign exchange consumption is 
high. In recent months efforts have been made to 
alleviate these shortages. 


Another issue is the exit of drugs from the country, 
which almost everyone acknowledges. Another point 
may be wasteful consumption. Today unused drugs are 
seen in most homes. In any case, we do not make policy 
on drug production. Industry produces in accordance 
with the plan it receives. 


Perhaps if the production of drugs was also the respon- 
sibility of the Ministry of Industries, its problems would 
be reduced as they have been in the other sectors. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI]] In general you have described 
the Five-Year Plan in the industrial sector as being 
successful. Was there an isolated sector that did not 
reach its goals? 


[Ne’matzadeh] As I said, we have reached the general 
goals of the Five-Year Plan. Only in the cement sector, 
despite increased production, did we fail to reach the 
enacted figure of 18 million tons per year. This year the 
nation’s cement production will reach 16 million tons. 


I must note that the initial operational projections for 
several new projects were made based on full capacity, 
and these projects did not respond according to 
schedule. We hope in the coming years to see another 
jump in the nation’s cement production. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is the situation in the 
country with regard to industrial exports? 


[Ne’matzadeh] In my view the industrial foundations 
have been built. The research sector has been established 
as a specialty and quality has found its place in the buyer 
countries. Today industries are struggling for sound 
competition, an unobstructed path and abundant supply 
and demand. Under such circumstances, our export 
situation is as follows: 


In the year 1367 [21 March 1988 - 20 March 1989] the 
exports for the industries under this ministry were more 
than $70 million. Last year this figure exceeded $400 
million, which is good growth. This year also, despite the 
drop in average industrial production compared to last 
year due to the foreign exchange rate, we hope to have 
exports that exceed last year’s. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is your view of the 
quality of the goods produced? 


[Ne’matzadeh] The quality of goods, due to sound com- 
petition, has increased greatly, and the statistics from the 
Standards Institute show that at the beginning of the 
First Five-Year Plan we had about 350 items with the 
standard seal, and today more than 1,250 units were 
unable to get the standard seal. 


In addition to today’s compulsory standards, the production 
units want industry with quality. 
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For example, concerning the production of men’s shirts, 
I must say that one of our successful units was able to win 
first place among 260 world-famous brands on the 
European market (Jamegan Shirts). Likewise, in the 
foodstuffs sector we were able to win several interna- 
tional prizes. These things show that the atmosphere is 
suitable for production, the nation’s industry is capable 
of marketing its capabilities internationally. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Have you been successful with 
investment, acquiring credits and creating employment? 


[Ne’matzadeh] With the deregulation of the issuance of 
agreements in principle, more than 35,000 agreements in 
principle were issued during the First Five-Year Plan, 
and a number of them have also produced results. Today 
the issuance of agreements in principle has become 
routine and it is purely an economic matter. In the area 
of employment, in the last four years more than 160,000 
jobs have been created in the industrial sector. 


Likewise, the total amount of foreign exchange obtained 
is about $2 billion. In view of the fact that our priority is 
intermediate and basic industries, about 75 percent of 
this foreign exchange was obtained in these sectors. 


We also obtained about $2 billion in foreign exchange 
credits (financing), of course with Majles approval. 
These credits created good capability in the industrial 
sector to enable us to meet our needs. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] The agricultural conversion 
industries are another shortcoming in the industrial 
sector. What measures have you taken in this area? 


[Ne’matzadeh] The forgotten agricultural conversion 
industries sector is receiving special attention today. 
Credits have been obtained for about 30 cheese produc- 
tion units, and their machinery is ready. We hope to put 
them into operation at the beginning of next year. Today 
there is an investor seeking to build flour factories, while 
at one time no one was willing to build them. Effective 
steps have been taken for the packaging of fruits and 
fresh vegetables. More than 50 refrigeration facilities 
have been put into operation in the country. Attention 
has been given to units producing plant protein and there 
has been good activity in the production of fruit juice 
and fruit concentrate. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is the outlook for 
industry under the Second Five-Year Plan? 


[Ne’matzadeh] We have semi-complete projects, and we 
hope with their completion to complete the chain of 
production to exports and to make the nation’s capabil- 
ities even greater. 


Likewise, under the Second Five-Year Plan we must 
have total added value of 6.5 percent, which will be 
distributed among the various sectors. 


We have projected growth in utilization of five percent 
per year, which will make industries more economical. 
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Exports will grow 15 percent during the Second Five- 
Year Plan. In general, under the Second Five-Year Plan 
quality will have priority. Of course quantity is also a 
basic consideration. 


On the one hand, during the Second Five-Year Plan we 
will increase the government’s policy-making ability, 
and with encouragement programs, we will continue to 
turn the work over to the people. 


Minister Torkan on State of Roads, Transport 


94LA0I05A Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
9 Feb 94 pp 18, 5 


[Text] Economics Division. The transportation and 
shipping network, the construction of connective roads 
in the country and the shortfalls and achievements in 
these areas is the topic of this installment of ““A Look at 
the Achievements of the Islamic Revolution,” which is 
an interview with the minister of roads and transport 
[Akbat Torkan]. 


Engineer Torkan began by discussing the responsibilities 
of the Ministry of Roads and Transport. He said: This 
ministry’s responsibility is the shipping and transportation 
of goods and passengers, which is done by land, sea, and 
air. The building of infrastructure and investment in 
infrastructure affairs is really done to create transportation 
and shipping. We continue this interview below. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is your assessment of 
the success of the officials of the Ministry of Roads and 
Transport in fulfilling these responsibilities? 


{[Torkan] My assessment includes the performance of 
this ministry’s former officials, such as Martyr Kalan- 
tari, Dr. Nezhadhoseynian, and Engineer Sa’idi-Kiya, 
whose performance was completely positive. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] In the First Five-Year Plan, 
did the Ministry of Roads and Transport reach its goals? 


{[Torkan] Transportation depends on the nation’s 
economy. The more the gross domestic product 
increases, the more transportation increases. The more a 
nation develops its exports, the more its transportation 
increases. These things are connected together like a 
chain. In my view, the Ministry of Roads and Transport 
developed successfully during the First Five-Year Plan. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What is your detailed 
assessment of this success? 


[Torkan] The most important thing | must mention with 
regard to transportation is that its goals and strategies 
change under the influence of environmental conditions. 
When you talk about transportation and shipping in Iran 
in the year 1367 [21 March 1988-20 March 1989], we 
had need and demand for transportation. When we talk 
about transportation and shipping in the year 1370 [21 
March 1991-20 March 1992] when the Central Asian 
nations are liberated and have set out to enter interna- 
tional markets, wish to trade with the world and have 
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gotten past their dead end, then there is new demand for 
transportation and shipping, and following that, based 
on estimated demand, planning goals are being set for 
transportation and shipping. 


With the independence of the Central Asian nations and 
their membership in the ECO [Economic Cooperation 
Organization], this organization has 10 members instead 
of just its former three members, Iran, Pakistan, and 
Turkey, so that Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, and five Cen- 
tral Asian nations have joined this organization. Because 
these nations have high potential in terms of transporta- 
tion and shipping and wish to connect with international 
markets, and the world also wishes to trade with these 
nations, it appears that the path for travel and transpor- 
tation and shipping to these countries will be the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 


On the other hand, before the year 1368 [21 March 
1989-20 March 1990] the idea of transportation and 
shipping on the Sea of Mazandaran had no meaning and 
was very limited. From this year on, however, the idea 
became quite meaningful and underwent development. 
Consequently, we are now building new ports on the Sea 
of Mazandaran. 


The idea of building new ports in Faridunkenar and 
Amirabad, of developing the ports of Anzali and Bandar- 
e Nowshahr and reviving Bandar-e Torkman and Ban- 
dar-e Gaz was a goal that was raised in the Ministry of 
Roads and Transport after these nations in Central Asia 
became independent, and this ministry has made plans 
for these ports. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Were these short goals? That 
is, were they limited to the First Five-Year Plan? 


[Torkan] These programs were added in the middle of 
the First Five-Year Plan. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Then by this reckoning, the 
goals of the Ministry of Roads and Transport changed 
during the First Five-Year Plan. In view of these 
changes, were you able to make use of existing potentials 
in such a way as to reach the above goals? 


[Torkan] Of course, in general I must say that the answer 
is affirmative. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Could you please discuss 
what you did in detail? 


[Torkan] We have four border cities with Turkmenistan, 
the cities of Sarakhs, Lotfabad, Bajgiran, and Pol. After 
the Central Asian nations became independent these 
border points were opened. It likewise became necessary 
to develop the border at Astara, and consequently roads 
were built and improved to gain access to these borders. 
The roads between Mashhad-Sarakhs, Emamgoli- 
Quchan, and Emamgoli-Darrehgaz are examples of the 
projects that connect us to the Lotfabad border. They 
have now been completed and traffic is traveling on 
them. 
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There is also the Bajgiran-Emamgoli road that is now 
under construction and is more than 50-percent complete. 


The construction of the Mashhad-Sarakhs railroad was 
really proposed after the independence of the Central 
Asian nations. It is now under construction and we hope 
this railroad will be complete by the end of the year 1374 
[20 March 1976]. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Have we had as much road 
development as this in the rest of the country? 


[Torkan] These roads that were mentioned are the ones 
that connect us to Central Asia. In other parts of the 
country, during the time of Engineer Sa’idi-Kiya a total 
of 20,000 km of roads was built over a period of eight 
years, and this figure is quite significant. 


Also during the tenure of Mr. Sa’idi-Kiya, the Bafg- 
Bandar ’Abbas railroad was put into operation up to the 
Tazraj station, 190 km from Bandar ‘Abbas. We are 
continuing to work along the route from Tazraj to 
Bandar ’Abbas, and we hope that this railroad will go 
into operation in the second half of the year 1373 [23 
September 1994-20 March 1995]. 


[J AHURI-YE ESLAMI] We have connected the roads 
in Central Asia and the Caucasus to the roads in our 
country via the border points you mentioned. Along with 
that, have we also been able to develop the nation’s other 
roads? 


[Torkan] In the process of continuing these same transit 
roads, one task is connecting Mashhad to the southern 
shores. Our main road now goes from Mashhad to 
Torbat-e Heydariyeh, from there to Birjand and then to 
Zahedan and Iranshahr and Chahbahar, and this road 
has very high quality in terms of transit. 


Another road that was completed this year, which we 
hope to put into operation during the 10 Days of Dawn 
celebration, is a road called Dihuk-Ravar, with which it 
will no longer be necessary for you to go from Tabas to 
Na’in and Yazd. You will be able to go from Tabas to 
Dihuk, and from there to Ravar, and then to Kerman, 
and then finally to Bandar ‘Abbas, and this road has been 
presented in ECO as one of our transit roads. 


It is necessary to explain that another valuable task that 
was accomplished in the time of Mr. Sa’idi-Kiya is the 
part of the road from Yazd to Tabas. Of course, Yazd is 
now connected to Tabas, but this road goes through the 
middle of the desert. 


Another road that exists that has not yet been completed 
and is under construction is one of our very important 
desert roads called Jandaq-Mo’aleman, which really 
finally connects Semnan and Damghan to Na’in, on 
which you can cross Iran’s central plain on an asphalt 
road. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Despite the development of 
the roads you mentioned, it still appears that we have a 
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shortage of connective roads in the country. Have you 
estimated this shortage at all? 


[Torkan] These shortages will always exist because we 
need to develop roads everywhere in the country. How- 
ever, under these conditions one must observe priorities. 
We need 355 billion tomans to complete the roads now 
under construction, meaning the roads that have been 
given to the contractors, while in the Second Five-Year 
Plan we have 155 billion tomans credit for road con- 
struction. We are now at a place where a decision must 
be made, for we must stretch 155 billion tomans through 
355 billion tomans in construction work. We must either 
advance all the roads some, or delay some and finish 
some others, and we have chosen the latter. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] In developing the nation’s 
road construction, are we faced with a technological 
problem, in addition to the probiem of allocating 
credits? 


[Torkan] Fortunately our contractors are quite capable 
in terms of construction capability. Our contracting 
capability far exceeds the development credits for road 
construction. If we do not think about our contractors, 
these people will be faced with unemployment and 
stagnation. 


We now have about 300 contractors in the country, of 
whom about 20 are major contractors. We must be able 
to find work outside the country for these 20 major 
contractors so that the other small contractors in the 
country will be able to find work and continue to 
survive. 


Two projects in Pakistan have now been turned over to 
Iranian contractors, and they are contractors for the 
Ministry of Roads and Transport (these two companies 
are named Stratus and General Mechanic). 


We have also encouraged several other contractors to go 
outside the country and seek work, and we are sup- 
porting them. 


Because our contractors participate in international bid- 
ding, they have problems that we must solve. We are 
therefore seeking to create a financial and credit fund 
with the participation of the Syndicate of Shipping and 
Transportation Companies, which will support Iranian 
companies outside the country, grant them loans wher- 
ever necessary, and issue them letters of credit. In reality, 
by suprnorting contractors, we will be able to bring them 
into the international market and use their significant 
engineering capacity to generate revenue for the country. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Will we advance to the point 
where we will also be paying them subsidies? 


{[Torkan] I do not think they will need subsidies, because 
they are capable in terms of engineering technology and 
they can compete on international markets at the lowest 
price. 
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[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] If the price is low, yes, but if 
their costs get so high that they cannot compete, then 
what will happen? 


[Torkan] In any case, Iranian contractors can complete a 
task at half the cost of foreign contractors. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Then why can’t our contrac- 
tors win in international bidding? 


[Torkan] Because we have just begun doing this. Our 
contractors won the bidding in Pakistan, i.e., we did not 
believe that we were capable and we have just become 
aware of our capabilities. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] In view of the credits they 
have announced, we may be able to procure something 
less than half the credits needed from government 
resources. To achieve the objective in road building, can 
we use private sector or foreign resources? 


[Torkan] We certainly can. We have placed numerous 
advertisements in domestic and foreign media seeking 
financial and monetary resources we will be able to use 
to carry out large projects. We will have to use nongov- 
ernment resources to build the freeway from Tehran to 
the north. With the help of bank credits, we are now 
building the Qazvin-Zanjan freeway. 


This freeway must continue from Zanjan to Tabriz and 
then to the Bazargan border. Turkey also wants to build 
a freeway from Ankara to our border. This transporta- 
tion superhighway wi!l be a road for ECO and Central 
Asia. 


We are now building the Tehran-Saveh freeway with 
credits from the nation’s banks and from commerce. 
This year we decided to extend that same freeway to 
Solfchegan and then from there to Arak. 


In Khuzestan Province we are also hoping to build roads 
from Ahvaz to Abadan and from Ahvaz to Andimeshk 
with war region reconstruction credits. Ultimately, we 
want this to become a national freeway connecting 
Tehran to Khorramshahr and Abadan. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] To some extent the nature of 
domestic participation is clear. What will be the nature 
of foreign participation in this matter? 


[Torkan] This can be done in two ways. One is they can 
make us a loan, which must be at a low price. We will 
repay the loan with tolls we will collect on the freeway. 


The other way is that they can do the work on the BOT 
[Balance of Trade] basis. That is, they themselves will 
build the road and then operate it for a period of time. 
After their period of operation ends, they will turn it 
over to us and leave. We are conducting negotiations 
now on both procedures. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Do you think the BOT form 
of investment will meet needs in Iran? 
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[Torkan] Definitely. Imam Khomeyni Airport, the 
freeway from Tehran to the north and the Mazandaran 
coastal road are meeting our needs in this way. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Have you proposed these 
procedures to foreigners? 


[Torkan] Yes, this has been proposed both to Iranians 
and foreigners. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] One of the important respon- 
sibilities assigned to the Ministry of Roads and Trans- 
port came after the expansion of ECO, when the ECO 
center of transportation and shipping was moved to Iran 
and Iran became recognized as one of the countries 
responsible for transportation and shipping for ECO. In 
view of this, what will the policies of the Ministry of 
Roads and Transport be? 


[Torkan] When one speaks of transportation and ship- 
ping, it is necessary to divide the subject into various 
categories, such as transportation and shipping by road, 
railroad, sea, and air. These must be considered 
separately. 


With regard to air transportation and shipping, we are 
seeking ECO control. As you know, there are routes in 
the air just as there are routes on land. If these routes 
have radar coverage, they are like the freeways we have 
on land. Therefore, the air freeways are air routes with 
radar coverage. 


We therefore paid attention to air routes after the 
triumph of the Islamic revolution, just as we bought 
aircraft for the Islamic Republic of Iran’s airline compa- 
nies HOMA [Iranian National Airlines} and ASMAN 
[National Airline Services Company]. Nongovernmental 
airlines such as Kish Air, Mahan Air, Caspian, and 
Safiran were established and began doing transportation 
and shipping work. These are airlines. We have also 
given attention to air bases. We have built many airports 
and many are also under construction, but what has not 
received attention is the matter of air routes. 


Of course, air routes do not come to mind very much. 
Most people do not think that roads must also be built in 
the sky. They think roads do not exist in the sky and that 
everyone goes wherever he wants to go. The respected 
Majles deputies and the nation’s political and regional 
officials all want to build airports, but no one wants to 
build those roads. It is one of our weaknesses, and we are 
now investing to develop air routes. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] What have you done with 
regard to maritime routes? 


{[Torkan] The Ministry of Roads and Transport’s main 
policy is to develop transportation and shipping on the 
Sea of Mazandaran. We are now building two ports, 
Mirabad and Fereydunkenar, which will expand our 
transportation and shipping capacity on the Sea of 
Mazandaran. 
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Our problem is that our railroad is on the east side of the 
Sea of Mazandaran but our main port is on the west side 
of it. By order of the president of the republic, we are to 
build docks at Bandar-e Torkman and Bandar-e Gaz in 
order to connect the railroad to the Sea of Mazandaran. 


With the development of Bandar-e Torkman we will 
bring maritime transportation and shipping to our own 
railroad. Thus, in this way from ports such as Makhach 
Qel’eh, Astarakhan, Kerasnavask, and Bakuvaktav we 
will be able to put our railcars on ships, bring them to 
Bandar-e Torkman and put them on our own rails to go 
to Bandar ’Abbas. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Is the development of the 
southern maritime routes also on your agenda? 


[Torkan] Our ports in the south have good capacity. In 
Chabahar we have two large commercial ports. One is 
Martyr Kalantari and the other is Martyr Beheshti. At 
Jask there is a port, at Bandar ’Abbas are the Martyr 
Bahonar and Martyr Raja’i ports, we are building a port 
at Kangan, we are building the Bandar-e Emam port at 
Bushehr, and finally, the reconstruction of the port at 
Abadan has been completed and the reconstruction of 
the port at Khorramshahr is underway, but transporta- 
tion and shipping and trade are already taking place 
there. 


Many small fishing ports have also been built in the 
southern part of the countr’’. In Sistan va Baluchestan 
Province since the revolution several ports, including 
Baris, Ramin, Haftom-e Tir, and Tays have been built. 
By the end of the year [20 March] we will complete Pasa 
Bandar, and there is another pori at Kalak, where a 
fishing dock must be built. 


Of course, since the revolution the ports at Hormoz 
Island, the multipurpose dock at Qeshm and several old 
ports at Abu Musa have been rebuilt. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] You have mentioned the rail- 
roads in our country. In the last few years the railroads 
have tried to separate themselves from the government 
budget in order to operate as a company, and there are 
problems in this area. First, tell us what the fate of the 
railroads will be. Can they manage themselves? Second, 
tell us your plans for developing the railroads, because 
the railroad does not currently meet all of the nation’s 
needs. 


[forkan] The railroads have already been separated 
from the government budget. The main task before us is 
to try in the second half of the year 1373 [23 September 
1994-20 March 1995] to complete the Bafq-Bandar 
"Abbas rail line, and then to complete the Mashhad- 
Sarakhs rail line by the end of the year 1374 [20 March 
1996]. 


We have several bottlenecks in the Tehran area that we 
need to eliminate. One is Aprin, which is the largest 
freight unloading facility in south Tehran. Then there are 
the two rail lines, one that connects Aprin to Maleki, 
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between Tehran and Karaj, and the one that connects 
Aprin to the Bahram station between Tehran and 
Varamin. These two lines really make it possible for us to 
do shipping and transportation between the west and 
east parts ci the country without going through Tehran. 


Another project, now under way, is to make the Tehran- 
Qom line, which is a bottleneck in the southern part of 
the country, into a two-way line. Parts of that will be 
finished by the end of the year [20 March]. 


These are tasks that are being implemented. We also 
have projects in the Second Five-Year Plan. One is the 
Bafq-Mashhad railroad, and one is the Kerman-Zahedan 
railroad. The Bafq-Mashhad line will make it possible 
for us to go from Sarakhs to Mashhad, from Mashhad to 
Bafg and from Bafg to Bandar ’Abbas. 


The direct line from the eastern part of the country to 
Bandar ’Abbas, Kerman, and Zahedan is the bottleneck 
in the rail connection between Singapore and Paris. The 
India and Pakistan railroads go to Zahedan, and the 
European railroads come through Iran to Kerman. When 
we connect Kerman and Zahedan, this international 
network will be connected. 


Several other projects are also being discussed such as the 
Tehran-Mashhad and Tehran-Esfahan high-speed rail 
lines. We want to complete this project with nongovern- 
mental investments. We are seeking an investor for these 
tasks, and we are negotiating with foreign companies in 
this regard. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Our railroads are quite old 
and worn-out. Unfortunately, they have become weaker 
in terms of safety. What is your view concerning this? 


[Torkan] I do not completely accept this. Our railroads 
are old, but they are good. They have also been rebuilt in 
the years since the triumph of the Islamic revolution. 


For example, the rails have been changed on our Tehran- 
Mashhad line from Tehran to the other side of Shahrud, 
which is the Bokran station, and it has new ties. This line 
is a new line. The line from Tehran to the south has been 
rebuilt and the rails have been welded together. The 
parts of the railroad and the rails are no longer separate. 
The rails have been welded together with new technology 
and the vibrations and shaking on the train have been 
reduced along the entire route. 


Our railroads are a great investment. Although the 
locomotives are worn out, fortunately, during Mr. Sa’idi- 
Kiya’s tenure, 120 locomotives were purchased from 
Canada, of which 44 have come into the country so far. 
God willing, the rest will also come into the country, and 
the locomotive power in our railroads will be reinforced. 


Likewise, with the start-up of the rail passenger car produc- 
tion line at Pars Wagon, we are buying these cars and they 
are being produced for us at full capacity. The passenger 
cars you now see on our lines are the domestically produced 
products of Pars Wagon. 
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[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Unfortunately the operation 
of railroads in our country is done with very old tech- 
nology. Today, such railroads are not used in the world. 
They have powerful radio communications lines and 
much more powerful controls. What is your view on 
this? 


[Torkan] No, we have these kinds of communications 
and controls. It is not as you say. We now have electronic 
controls on the Tehran-Tabriz line. We have remote 
controls on the Tehran-Yazd line. There are computer 
controls on the Bafq-Bandar ’Abbas line, and these are 
among the newest controls in the world. 


Of course, I agree with what you say about the Tehran- 
Mashhad line, which is an old line. We have now signed 
a contract with a foreign company, and with the transfer 
of the technology to the country, the equipment will be 
rebuilt from Tehran to Bekran under this contract. We 
ourselves will rebuild the line from Bekran to Mashhad 
with equipment we have already built ourselves. 


One line that is still old and for which we have no plans 
is the Tehran-Sari-Gorgan line. Of course, this line has 
old line controls and I also agree with what you say 
concerning this line. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] There been several railroad 
accidents recently. In studies that have been done it has 
become clear that we have had these accidents solely 
because of the lack of technology. There is also the fact 
that our rail intersections are on the same level, espe- 
cially in the major cities such as Tehran. What is your 
view in this regard? 


[Torkan] There is a problem, and unfortunately it is 
reflected in the major media. When a train jumps a rail, 
we call that an accident. Formerly these incidents were 
not recorded and the problems were solved at the site 
itself. Now, however, we send the Accident Investigation 
Council to study the cause at the site. These things we 
call accidents and are shown in our monthly statistics are 
not solely collisions between two trains. 


We have required the railroads to report on these kinds 
of accidents with these same details so that we can 
resolve the defects. 


Of course, the railroad officials are worried and they do 
not want these reports to appear in the media. They are 
asking me not to report these problems on paper, and 
leave it to them to deal with them themselves, but I do 
not agree. I believe that these things must be fully 
reported and investigated by the Accident Investigation 
Council. 


One problem we have concerning accidents is that they 
take place in the cities. If you travel by train on the 
Tehran-Qa’emshahr-Sari line, you will see that the 
people have trespassed on the railroad’s right-of-way all 
along the route. Most of the people have made the doors 
to their homes open facing the railroad, and even in 
these right-of-way areas and along the rails they have 











JPRS-NEA-94-018 
11 April 1994 


built many homes. These problems cause various acci- 
dents, especially involving children. We must therefore 
prevent accidents by not trespassing on the railroad’s 
right-of-way. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Of course, as you said there 
are many problems like this in the north, but this 
problem has also spread now in Iran. As you know we 
had an accident with a police car and a train, and a train 
collided with an automobile in Rabat-e Karim. Eyewit- 
nesses say that the traffic control equipment was not 
working or the control bar did not come down in time. 
Railroad officials claim that they do not have the budget. 
My view is that one of the real problems with railroad 
development is that we must increase railroad safety. 


{Torkan] We must create an atmosphere in society where 
they do not trespass on the railroad right-of-way, and 
whoever does must bear the responsibility for his own 
blood. We are now widening the railroad right-of-way 
from Tehran to Saveh. We are now also designing and 
building bridges and making the lines two-way. The 
entire route from Tehran to Aprin is being made two- 
way, and we are protecting the two directions with guard 
rails, although the people are breaking down these rails 
and going back and forth, and this struggle continues. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] In view of the light adminis- 
tration of the railroads, will this company be able to meet 
its costs? 


[Torkan] No, the railroad cannot manage itself at these 
rates. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Are subsidies being paid now 
to the railroads? 


[Torkan] Unfortunately the railroad is now eating out of 
its own pocket. That is, it gets its spare parts from its own 
warehouses, because the government does not give it 
foreign exchange. Thus the railroads are using parts 
without buying parts. They are not restocking the items 
consumed in the warehouse. This is a great problem and 
we will have to revise the railroad transportation and 
shipping costs. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Will this revision show up in 
next year’s budget? 


[Torkan] Of course, this revision has been applied to the 
railroad company’s budget. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] How do you assess the air 
rates for transportation and shipping? 


[Torkan] In Europe, air transportation costs $80 per seat 
per hour, and we now collect $8 per seat per hour. The 
unregulated lines such as Iran Aerator get $15 per seat 
per hour. So far, the government has paid subsidies to us 
so that this year we got 13 billion tomans in subsidies. 
This subsidy will be eliminated next year, and we will be 
forced to revise our rates. I think $30 per seat per hour is 
a suitable rate (the fare is $30 per person to fly from 
Tehran to Mashhad). 
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[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Do the private companies 
that now operate for $15 make a profit? Are subsidies 
paid to them? 


[Torkan] No, they do not make a profit and subsidies are 
not paid to them. They are now losing money and if we 
do not change their rates, they will not be able to 
continue operating next year. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] In view of this, how have you 
been able to persuade them to provide their services? 


[Torkan] The Economic Council has decided that we will 
not increase rates before the end of this year [20 March 
1994], and we are observing this decision. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI] Will you also increase the 
number of aircraft? 


[Torkan] We will definitely increase the number of 
aircraft. However, we are still discussing whether to buy 
the aircraft, lease them, or buy them on a lease-purchase 
arrangement. We think that in view of the worldwide 
recession in transportation and shipping, it is not 
entirely wise for us to pay cash to buy aircraft. We should 
either lease the aircraft or buy them on a lease-purchase 
agreement. 


The aircraft manufacturers are seeking to sell the air- 
craft. We think they should provide us with low-cost 
loans to enable us to buy the aircraft from them. 


[JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI]] It is noted that the country 
needs more airlines and aircraft. We are still short on 
transportation and shipping during some seasons. Is the 
private sector volunteering to help in this area? 


[Torkan] We have given agreements in principle to about 
20 private sector companies to enable them to operate 
air transportation and shipping lines. Of course, if they 
are unable to operate an airline within six months we will 
cancel their agreements in principle, but a number of 
them have begun operating. 


Excerpts of Interview With UNESCO Adviser Naraqi 


94P50114A Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL 
in English 24 Feb 94 pp 4, 9 


[Interview with Dr. Ehsan Naraqi; place and date not 
given] 


[Text] Tehran—What follows are excerpts from an inter- 
view with Dr. Ehsan Naragi, a top adviser to the 
UNESCO director-general and author of the book 
“From Shah’s Palace to Evin Prison.”’ The 3-hour inter- 
view was published in GOZARESH-E HAFTEH, a 
sports, political, social, cultural and economic weekly 
published by “Ali Mohammad Mahdavi-Khorrami. A 
translation of the interview appeared in AKHBAR. 
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On penetration of Iranian culture and civilization into 
Central Asia and the Caucasus: 


“After the collapse of the Soviet Union, these nations 
were naturally interested in reestablishing ties with Iran. 
In a seminar on Central Asia held at UNESCO last 
month, I said that if we assess the services rendered by 
such Iranian personalities as Sepahsalar, Qa’em Maqam 
and Amir Kabir we would notice that their personality 
was based on three pillars: Iranianism, Islam and mod- 
ernism. We have somebody like Amir Kabir (Mirza Taqi 
Khan, the vizier of Iran’s Qajar King Nasereddin (1831- 
96) about whom men like Fereydun Adamiat and Mr. 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani have written books. In other words, 
he’s a personality with which everybody agrees. Amir 
Kabir was extremely patriotic, devout and Muslim and 
very much interested in sciences. He set up a polytechnic 
institute in Tehran 20 years before the Japanese estab- 
lished theirs. Dr. Mosaddeq too was a Muslim, Iran- 
loving and modernist man. During the Pahlavi era the 
total divegard of one of these pillars, Islam, led to 
inbalance in society with the Islamic Revolution being 
its natural and rational final reaction. Naturally in the 
early days of the Revolution the impression existed that 
Islam was able to take the place of the other two elements 
too. Some went to extremes. But in a conversation with 
Mr. Rafsanjani, when he had just been elected president, 
he said he was like Amir Kabir and would focus all his 
attention on those three main pillars. Because he is a true 
Muslim and believes in being Iranian and in modernism 
and new sciences. That is also true about the Rev 
Ayatollah Khamene’i. Perhaps some elements want to go 
the extreme course and wrongly imagine that they can 
count on him. But in my opinion they are mistaken, for 
His Reverence (the esteemed leader) has proved to be an 
Iran-loving Muslim and a modernist as well. Now it 1s 
possible that he sometimes tells a faction to stay around 
as well, but in the final analysis he believes in those three 
branches. I have seen it myself that this mode of thinking 
exists more or less among officials and second-rank 
statesmen too. From all this I mean to deduce that 
Central Asia turns to Iran when it sees Iran rest on these 
three pillars. They are seeking an Iran which can offer 
them a suitable combination. They need each and every 
of these three factors: Islam, Iran and modernity. And so, 
a balanced behavior and the way we approach the 
Central Asian and Caucasian republics is reckoned to be 
a mojor element. We have to be sensitive and alert. We 
must not subject them all of a sudden to extremist and 
harsh elements, for they would quickly be driven away 
from us, as was observed in certain cases, particularly at 
the beginning. But I hope everything will get into its 
proper course with all these comings and goings and the 
aid Iran is providing these republics.” 


On the PLO-Israel agreement: 


“Two or three years ago and before the present peace 
plan the PLO representative in UNESCO told me, ‘Deep 
down we are not dissatisfied with the Iranian govern- 
ment’s tough anti-Israel positions for we can tell Israel 
we have in the Orient and among Islamic states countries 
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which would not agree with the peace process and 
negotiation and so you'd better come down and give in 
to our rightful demands.’ With this reasoning, my 
impression is that Iran, with its opposing stand is actu- 
ally helping Palestine indirectly. And so for political 
isolation, we shouldn’t worry, because we are defending 
the Palestinians, on the basis of an ideological-religious 
link with them, as a Muslim innocent people subjected to 
the Zionists’ oppression. Of course, some maintain that 
Iran’s opposing the peace process and then being left 
alone in the region may cause our country to go under 
the burden of making commitments to the Palestinians. 
But even this is nothing to worry about. Our diplomats, 
according to a French politician I recently spoke to, are 
very clever and know what path they are treading. Our 
Foreign Ministry and its diplomats have calculated 
everything and know what will happen next, just like 
chess players. Anyway, I think our positions are not 
going to harm us. I do believe that Iranian diplomats are 
patriots, faithful and have strong Islamic convictions 
and that they don’t use those convictions as an excom- 
municating stick.” 


On Salman Rushdie: 


“Apart from the fact that I’m against the prize offered 
for killing Rushdie, I am critical of three points. Firstly, 
our compatriots, notably the clergymen and Muslim 
intellectuals have not yet made any attempt to analyze 
the book, ‘The Satanic Verses’. They have merely 
endorsed the fatwa, without making it clear why the 
Imam issued the fatwa for the killing of Rushdie. The 
only substantial thing I have seen is a book by Mr. 
Ataollah Mohajerani. Sometime ago he made a speech at 
the Human Rights Commission which was highly based 
on reasoning. I could see clearly that the majority of 
those who listened to Mr. Mohajerani’s speech on the 
fatwa were impressed. My second criticism is that the 
fatwa process, instead of being explained to the West- 
erners through non-government channels, is purely han- 
dled by the government. In my opinion making the fatwa 
a state matter is a weak point. Fatwa is a religious action 
and so all those conversant with religious laws should 
express opinion in this regard. My third criticism is that 
although the Islamic Conference Organization has veri- 
fied the fatwa on two occasions, we have not yet been 
able to bring other Muslim countries onto the stage. A 
conference or seminar is still to be held on this subject. 
Last December 7, French television asked questions 
from seven or eight persons, including myself, about 
Salman Rushdie and then Rushdie appeared before the 
TV camera and for three hours talked about the views 
expressed by us. I was the only one who taked against 
Rushdie. I told the French television, ‘I don’t understand 
it. If you have anything against Imam Khomeyni’s fatwa, 
OK, fine, that’s something. But then you don’t have to 
give credit and award to someone who has insulted the 
beliefs of more than one billion Muslims. Well, you can 
Say execution is a heavy punishment, but you can’t claim 
Rushdie has committed no crime. Rushdie is asking us 
to endorse his freedom of being slanderous and abusive. 
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Rushdie is telling us he’s being chased, but it was only 
last month that he was in Washington and the week 
before that he was in, France, Germany, Spain and Italy. 
What chase? It’s you who is chasing us! You go wherever 
you like. What’s all this. You'd better go and be thankful 
to all that publicity which caused your worthless book to 
sell so much and made you famous.’ 


“I told French television, ‘You're mistaken if you think 
with all this pressure you’re exerting on the Iranian gov- 
ernment you can help freedom of idea even a bit in the 
countries without it. You are badly mistaken, for to no 
Muslim intellectual, from Morocco to Indonesia, freedom 
means insulting the Prophet of Islam.’ I was asked what I 
would suggest as a solution. And I said instead of going to 
the White House and complaining to Clinton, Salman 
Rushdie should go to the Muslims in India and Pakistan, 
his bithplace, and repent and ask for forgiveness. If he did 
that then the Muslims of India would be able to ask Iranian 
leaders to show mercy to that creature. The West and 
Rushdie are treading a wrong course; the government and 
the system of the Islamic Republic must continue to resist 
all these pressures. 


“After John Major, the British prime minister, had a 
meeting with Rushdie I wrote a letter to the newspaper 
Times, which, of course, the British hypocrisy prevented 
the letter which was addressed to Major, from being 
published. In that letter I asked Mr. Major: Wouldn’t the 
Church of England in the 17th century have thrown into 
fire somebody who wrote a book full of insults to Saint 
Mary. 


“Let me emphasize again that the government and 
Muslim intellectuals of Iran have to resist all these 
pressures. Besides, those Iranians abroad who have sub- 
scribed to the Support Rushdie Statement have shown 
utter ignorance. Of course, what these 200 individuals 
have done shouldn’t be taken seriously. It’s more like a 
childish obstinacy to the Islamic Republic. It has no 
depth or content.” 


On UNESCO: 


“The role of UNESCO is very important. It has to bring 
different cultures together and establish understanding 
among them. Now it is possible that some extremeist 
revolutionaries are not very much in favor of this, but 
there is no other choice. First, war and bloodshed has to 
stop before we can drive home what we have to say. 
There it depends on our own competence, capability and 
capacity. If the Iranian government, officials and intel- 
lectuals show themselves more than this, UNESCO too 
will be able to reflect like a mirror those features to the 
world.” 


On Iranian Opposition: 


“First of all, the opposition abroad has never been a 
movement. Ever since the beginning these groups have 
been mere organizations without reliance on people, and 
almost all of them are on the payroll of foreign countries 
or the intelligence services of alien governments. An 
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example is the Mojahedin Organization which is fed by 
Saddam Husayn. There are also gentlemen like 
Manuchehr Hezarkhani and Nasser Pakdaman who, 
unfortunately, at one time cooperated with me during 
the former regime, have now turned completely into 
Saddam Husayn’s men. But then, there are a small 
minority who are getting paid. I haven't seen any sub- 
stantial opponent of the Islamic Republic among the 
majority of Iranians living abroad.” 


On whether there was any positive current among 
Iranian political groups abroad: 


“The positive current of these groups is thier failure. 
When in 1986 I went to Europe, some people came to me 
and asked me if I wanted to meet any leaders of those 
groups. I said I would talk to anyone who could tell me 
how he earned his livelihood. I remember an old-time 
friend who had collaborated with one of those dependent 
groups for one or two years. He opened up a bakery in 
our neighborhood in Paris and it is now some years that 
he’s making bread and likes his country and motherland 
very much. Well now you could see more and more of 
these people there whose income is not from suspicious 
political sources but from their own work and activity. 
Basically, such individuals maintain no hard attitude 
towards the regime. If they have criticisms, say of hejab, 
they are basically a kind of family complaint and is not 
deep rooted. They have no enmity toward the system.” 


On how the Islamic Republic could attract those 
individuals and make use of their knowledge and 
expertise: 


“T have often said that 90% of the Iranians abroad, even 
if one day they were political refugees, are now cultural 
and mental refugees. They don’t consider the Islamic 
Republic to be dependent. My recommendation is to be 
less stringent. Fortunately, this has been done to a large 
extent during these two or three years. Right now, some 
of our embassies are issuing passports to the former 
emigres who have given up political work and the 
embassy staff are treating them in a human and agree- 
able way. But then it depends on the Islamic Republic, 
which has to provide the condition for these people, to 
prove effectiveness and make it possible for their exper- 
tise to be used in the best possible way in our industry 
and economy.” 


On the country’s economic problems: 


“T think this too has political roots. It is a question of 
how the Islamic Republic interprets the issue. The 
problem is that as yet no single line has been defined for 
the economic policies. The most important question in 
the Iranian economy is that of investment guarantees 
and boundaries. At present, local (as well as foreign) 
investment has no sufficient guarantee for its own sta- 
bility. The absence of an overall strategy, the wayward- 
ness of establishments, the lack of coordination among 
organizations and departments, the discrete manage- 
ment and the still persisting confusion, which can render 
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management unsteady, have forced ‘capital’ to flee our 
country or ever set foot in Iran. So, not only the foreign 
capital will not come here, but the native capital won't 
get started. This system needs reexamination, economi- 
cally as well as politically. You see, the Iranian private 
sector had make some progress during the Shah’s time. 
For example, men like Khayyami and Iravani, who are 
even accepted by the Islamic Republic now, erected a 
series of factories in this country. These men could have 
been preserved and the Islamic Republic and the people 
could have benefited from their work. But unfortunately, 
we made that misiake and out of sheer ignorance we 
shood everybody, both good and bad, away. In fact, we 
spoiled and destroyed all that we had built and belonged 
to ourselves and had nothing to do with the Shah’s 
regime. 


“To use Hojj Rafsanjani’s words, our work is still 
sloganeering. It’s still not clear to many devout and 
dedicated individuals that the end is one thing and the 
means another thing. We have all forgotten about the 
means. Some of the officials want to turn Iran into an 
Islamic Utopia overnight without having first secured 
the prerequisite means, facilities and conditions, partic- 
ularly the world condition. Really, who has told you that, 
say, Iravani is someone fed by Mohammad Reza (Shah)? 
No, it wasn’t like that at all. Iravani was someone who 
exploited a specific situation and set up a factory—that’s 
all. Or about myslef. It makes me laugh when some 
people say I was associated with the Shah’s regime. In all 
stages of my life I have always pursued specific cultural 
aims. I did deal with the regime but wasn’t associated 
with it. I'm afraid, this type of mentality in Iran was 
advertised by the communists and the Islamists suffered 
its blow.” 


On the effects of the Tudeh (Communist) Party’s wrong 
and Machiavellian methods of branding those in the 
country’s political environment: 


“The Tudeh supporters created the atmosphere of 
mental terror and repression in our country. They pro- 
nounced anyone who had breathed in the Shah’s regime 
an associate of that regime. And that was while they 
themselves were for 25 years the unpaid lackeys, agents 
and informants of [the] Russians and the total slaves of 
the KGB. Yet they came and inculcated in some of our 
Islamists that (many of our intellectuals) were Taghuti 
and anti-national. These intellectuals could have been of 
a great deal of benefit to our country. But those instiga- 
tions and insinuations made our country deplete of its 
potential energy. And who committed that treason? The 
KGB agents and Soviet stooges! Take a look at Mr. 
Kianuri’s (former head of the Tudeh Party) memoirs. He 
so brazenly and just to please the Islamic Republic 
changes history and where, for example, the British had 
caused an event says it was the Americans who did it. 
They are not genuine in whatever they do, not even Mr. 
Ehsan Tabari—who some imagine was a man of knowl- 
edge, a thinker. This one too has in all his historical 
analyses referred to religion as being reactionary in 
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natures. But when the Soviet Union’s relations with the 
Muslims turned warmer he called religion progressive. 


“Our intellectuals are still more or less under the influ- 
ence of this communist propaganda. Just look at the 
position some of opponents of the Islamic Republic take. 
They say since the Islamic Republic has developed a 
series of problems (which it has) and has committed a 
series of extremisms (which it has), one must stand up 
against it and deal with it negatively. This is just a 
side-effect of that very communist propaganda. These 
individuals must be told that the Islamic Republic’s men 
may be full of problems, ignorant and uninformed, but 
they surely take no order from and are not dependent on 
foreigners. They may even commit something wrong in 
the name of Islam, but still they can be talked with, for 
they are independent.” 


On how to give strength to national unity: 


“I hope [the] leaders of the Islamic Republic will expand 
their broadmindedness. And if they don’t want to for- 
mally admit their mistakes and errors, at least they could 
admit it to themselves that they have gone wrong in 
some cases. What is now threatening Iran more than 
anything else is the pressure exerted on the educated 
class. Fortunately the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
scored some success in the field of agriculture—that’s 
not to be denied. What the Construction Jihad has done 
is praiseworthy. I have often said what keeps me inter- 
ested in the Islamic Republic, despite all its shortcom- 
ings, is primarily its political independence and absence 
of reliance on any power. This is such that after 200 years 
Iran now has a government that is standing on its own 
feet, irrespective of the errors it may commit. That the 
people in the street can now freely criticize high prices 
and economic problems shows the situation of the recent 
10-15 years has made it possible for one to criticize. All 
this is admirable. But the sort of pressure that is now 
being exerted on a few million educated salary-earners is 
one of the dangers threatening the character and exist- 
ence of Iran. In my view something like 40% of the 
country’s economic woes is because of divided manage- 
ment and lack of harmony among various bodies.” 


On the Persian translation of his book: 


‘“‘What I would like to ask the Guidance Ministry is not 
to insist on footnotes being everywhere in the book. The 
book has already been published in English, Spanish and 
Arabic. It’s about a month that the book has started to be 
distributed in America. Its American publisher has 
written in his catalogue that the book by Dr. Naraqi is a 
reply to Betty Mahmudi’s book ‘Not Without My 
Daughter’. When I first told Mr. Federico Mayor, the 
director-general of UNESCO, that my book had been 
published in Farsi he got up and said with surprise, 
“Bravo the Islamic Republic. It has let a book which 
talks of prison and torture be freely printed and pub- 
lished.” | have even heard that my book is read in turn in 
the houses of some Islamic Republic officials. Of course, 
I don’t mean to conclude they make use of what I write, 
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but be sure that they have read it. Fortunately, I have 
benefited by these gentlemen’s favor. I have always said 
that the communist climate threw me into jail and the 
mullahist spirit (though some may not like the ‘word’ 
mullah) saved me from death. Now some might say 
that’s why I’m defending the Islamic Republic. But that’s 
not so. I defend what is right. That’s because I know the 
Islamic Republic has nothing against me. My writings all 
indicate I have always been mindful of Islam, mysticism 
and national questions. What I expect from my Muslim 
brothers is to learn from the earlier extremist mistakes 
and put aside excessiveness and let the way open for 
dialogue and discussion.“ 


Joint Investment in Turkmen Factory 
94LA0101D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 3 Feb 94 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. With Iran’s and Turkmenistan’s 
joint investment, a decorative-stone producing factory will 
be built in Ashkhabad. ABRAR’s correspondent reported 
from Sari that Ashkhabad Television announced in its 
news program that an agreement to build the factory was 
signed between the Iranian minister of mines and metals 
and the president of Turkmenistan in Ashkhabad. 


Ashkhabad Television also announced that by President 
Niyazov’s decree all public buildings in Turkmenistan 
will be decorated with stones. It added that Turkmeni- 
stan will continue to import decorative stones from Iran 
until the new factory is built. 


Pointing to the volume of trade between the two coun- 
tries, the television report said that, with the under- 
standing reached between the officials of the two coun- 
tries, the government of President Niyazov has started 
making great efforts in attracting Iranian cooperation in 
advancing the objectives of its economic programs. 


Industrial Cooperation With Turkmenistan Discussed 
94LA0101C Tehran ABRAR in Persian 9 Feb 94 p 4 


[Text] Economic Service. At the conclusion of his visit to 
Tehran, Achilov Kakajan, Turkmenistan’s transportation 
minister, met with Dr. Nezhad-Hoseynian, the heavy 
industries minister, at the Heavy Industries Ministry. 


According to the Heavy Industries Ministry’s public 
relations office, during this meeting, Kakajan described 
the results of his his visits to automobile factories as very 
satisfactory and emphasized that there are good grounds 
for mutual cooperation between the two sides. Likewise 
during the visit, the two sides discussed and exchanged 
views on the activities and potentials of both countries’ 
industrial units, particularly with regard to the manufac- 
turing of trucks, buses, minibuses and other types of 
machinery, and road construction. They studied prac- 
tical ways of bilateral cooperation and decided to take 
steps to establish bilateral cooperation with the further 
exchange of necessary information between the two 
sides. 
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Qom Friday Imam Urges Officials To Solve Problems 
94L.A0101B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 12 Feb 94 p 9 


[Text] Qom, Abrar Correspondent—Ayatollah Javadi 
Amoli emphasized: If, God forbid, the people are not 
present on the scene and do not support the Islamic 
system, and if his holiness Imam ’Ali (peace be upon 
him) also be the spiritual leader of that system, then that 
system will be defeated. 


Our correspondent reports that Ayatollah Javadi Amoli 
expressed this matter at the Friday prayer service held at 
Mosalla-ye Qods [a place for public prayer] in Qom. He 
said that the people must be present on the scene and the 
country’s officials must direct their efforts toward 
solving the existing problems and inadequacies. 


He glorified the Islamic Revolution of Iran and said that 
the revolution’s slogans must be preserved. The tempo- 
rary Friday imam of Qom, having mentioned the virtues 
and graces of this humanizing month of Ramadan, asked 
believers to get close to God by devoting themselves to 
self-making acts and behaviors. 


Militant Clergy Support Economic Plans 
94LA0101A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 3 Feb 94 p 9 


[Text] The Militant Clergy Association of Tehran in a 
statement has congratulated the followers of the path of 
the founder of the Islamic Republic and the noble people 
of Iran on the advent of e 16th anniversary of the 
brilliant life of the Islamic revolution. 


The statement says that 15 years ago Khomeyni made a 
firm determination to establish a strong foundation, 
which has continued to grow stronger and more beautiful 
with our progress. 


In reference to this point that we are proud of the 
leadership of a people whose imam was considered as the 
brilliant sun of the Islamic Revolution, the statement 
adds: Today no one has any doubt that the beloved 
Khamene’i is the same great Khomeyni, the light of 
leadership and supremacy, who has enlightened the most 
remote parts of the world thirsting for justice, humanism 
and divinity. 


The Militant Clergy Association believes that, following 
the painful death of Imam Khomeyni, the secret of the 
proud victories of the people is preserved by the 
resourceful leadership of the revolution, and that the 
perpetuation of the revolution and the successes of the 
system will remain with the group that sincerely obeys 
Ayatollah Khamene’i, the spiritual leader, and under- 
stands his guidance and utilizes it in carrying out the 
policies of the system. 


The Militant Clergy Association of Tehran in its statement 
has emphasized the preservation of the valued gifts of the 
revolution, the perpetuation of combats against oppres- 
sion, and support for popular liberationist struggles. It has 
said that the recognition of the enemy’s different moves 
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and the necessary preparedness against them will ensure 
the perpetual movement of the revolution. 


Ihe Militant Clergy Association, indicating that the 
nations of the world are burning with the desire to enjoy 
living in the free atmosphere of the Islamic Republic, has 
described the people of Iran to be the freest people in the 
world and the Islamic Republic as the most independent 
state. 


In another part of the statement, the propaganda of 
foreigners about human rights in Iran is condemned. The 
best evidence of the enemy’s baseless propaganda is 
about human rights violations in Iran. Combating 
oppression and injustice has been the prime purpose of 
our nation. 


The Militant Clergy Association, in another part of its 
statement, after having proclaimed its support for the 
government’s economic programs, says that it is unfair 
to accuse the government of having followed a Western- 
ized economic policy. It believes that the revolution in 
terms of the economy has been on a logical and desirable 
course 


JPRS-NEA-94-018 
11 April 1994 


Warning against excessive spending, the statement says 
that a life of opulence and luxury is a major plague to a 
revolutionary movement—particularly the Islamic revolu- 
tion. The public and officials must know that an aristo- 
cratic and excessive style of life cannot be included in the 
dictionary of the revolution and it is not compatible with 
the divine values of the revolution. 


The Militant Clergy Association adds that careful con- 
trol and supervision of the government’s organizations 
by the revolutionary institutions is a most important 
necessity that will reduce at minimum any possible 
wrongdoing and trespassing upon the commonwealth of 
Muslims (state treasury). 


At the end, the statement urges the evermore increas- 
ingly glorious celebration of the Islamic Revolution 
anniversary on this holy day of Bahman 22 [11 Feb- 
ruary] with the wide participation of the devout people 
of Iran to make America and the usurper Zionist regime 
tremble with fear. 
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